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To THE General Assembly of the State of Vermont : 

The following Report of the Public Schools for the two years 
ending March dlst, 1898, comprising 

1. Report of State Superintendent, 

2. Reports of County Exajoners, 

3. Reports of Normal Schools, 

4. Reports of State Teachers' Association, 

5. Table Showing Comparative Cost of School, 

6. Statistics, 

is herewith submitted in compliance with the requirements of law. 

Respectfully yours, 

MASON S. STONE. 



State Superintendent's Report. 



That the public schools of Vermont have been greatly improved 
by the introduction of the town system is a fact ; it is another fact 
that they can still be improved in a far greater degree. 

By the introduction of the town 83'stem many causes of local dis- 
ruption have been removed ; still too many community disturbances 
occur because there is no near authoritative official to whom the people 
can confidently appeal. 

The large number of school houses constructed and repaired has 
greatly changed the material aspect of our educational system and 
given tangible evidence of a new order of affairs ; but had there been 
on the ground, one acquainted with the principles of school-house 
construction, together with heating, lighting, ventilating, seating, 
and general planning, better school houses would have been con- 
structed, more modern and attractive in appearance, more con- 
ducive to study, more ccnvenient for school work, and without more 
expense. 

Free text-books and supplies have been generously purchased and 
furnished ; still these appliances, better in matter, make-up, and 
adaptability to class conditions, would have been selected and pur- 
chased at less expense, had some one conversant with school equip- 
ments been available for consultation. 

People have become incited with a larger interest through change 
of laws and introduction of new methods ; yet greater and healthier 
interest could be aroused and sustained, were there frequent among 
the people of the various communities an able leader in educational 
work. 

By the exercise of better judgment in the choice of teachers, 
pupils in the public schools have been better classified and stim- 
ulated with zeal for better work ; still they fail in thoroughness in 
work and in that commendable ambition to pursue a higher course 
which they would possess, were there some one whose ability, char- 
acter, and ofiScial position occasionally came in vital contact with 
them. 
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The teachers have been selected with greater care, have had better 
official support, have endeavored to become better equipped, have 
rendered better service than previously ; still there is a gross amount 
of unskilled, unintelligent, unprofitable, and unsatisfactory work, 
because there is no officer in town competent to intelligently instruct 
in principles and methods of teaching and to aid in the management and 
discipline of the school. As a result, ill habits of study and work are 
engendered, slow progress, if any, is made, right purposes and ambi- 
tions of the pupils thwarted, and their mental and moral faculties 
stifled, and the pupils themselves sometimes apparently stupefied. 

The revenues for the public schools have been more wisely and 
economically expended than heretofore ; still, probably the greatest 
waste of money in Vermont is that which is unprofitably expended 
upon the public schools. 

Whatever there is of tone, support, progress, or efficiency in pub- 
lic schools, it all concentrates upon and radiates from the system 
and character of superintendency ; hence the supreme demand and 
superlative need of the public schools of Vermont to-day is a simple, 
effective, active, intelligent system of 

SKILLED SUPERVISION. 

All the improved conditions which have resulted from the change 
of our school laws since 1892 — the town system, the increased num- 
ber of weeks of legal school, the stringent truancy law, appropriation 
in aid of summer schools, free text books, and establishment of nor- 
mal schools as JState institutions — cannot, all combined, equal in 
elevation, character, and efficiency the good results that would inure 
to the public schools through some system of close, practical, intel- 
ligent supervision. 

Vermont has an unparalleled record in what she has accomplished 
in the past few years in the reorganizing and reconstructing of her 
school system, but she has not yet provided that which will render 
her system successful and satisfactory. 

Improvements thus far brought about by changes in school laws 
have been along the lines of control and maintenance chiefly. The 
town system secured a more prompt and practical conduct of affairs 
and a partial equalization in financial support, but it was simply a 
change in the general administration and not directly an improve- 
ment in the schools ; the truant law secured better attendance, but 
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did not affect the quality of the teaching ; increased number of 
weeks afforded simply a continuation of the kind of school provided ; 
free text books relieved individuals of purchase and ownership, but 
contributed nothing to the professional equipment of the teacher ; 
the summer school has given greater teaching power to those in at- 
tendance, but those who need these advantages most, least often 
avail themselves of the opportunity of attending ; state control of 
the Normal Schools will greatly change the character and products 
of those institutions, but only a small per cent of teachers attend 
these professional schools. 

Consequently the very soul and center of Vermont's school 
system. — that which gives energy, working power, and laudable re- 
sults, that which gives direction, unity, and effectiveness to all the 
agents employed, that which can invigorate, correlate, and concen- 
trate all other forces, — has not yet been strengthened, vitalized, and 
rendered forceful, and the school system is accordingly weak and un- 
fruitful. 

The machinery has been changed, improved, " modernized ; but it 
is still somewhat sluggish and feeble, and falls short of the accom- 
plishment of what might be done. A simple legal enactment does 
not make an effective system. Unless there is provided power for 
execution and intelligence for direction, the system fails. We have 
to-day sufiScient mechanical equipment, but not sufficient dynamic 
force ; we have a system, but not high productive power. 

After five years of operation, as much has been accomplished with 
the town system as could well be expected, but that the schools may 
be elevated to a higher grade, that the present waste of time, money, 
and energy may be checked and greater dividends may be realized 
from investments made, some system of supervision should be estab- 
lished. The success of any state system of schools depends more on 
the character of the supervision than upon any local method of ad- 
ministration. The educational products of the State are good or 
poor according as the schools are good or poor, and the schools are 
good or poor according as the supervision is good or poor. 

It is a truism that as the teacher, so is the school. As a cor- 
ollary it can be equally stated that as the supervision so are the 
schools. A good school is specific and individual when dependent 
upon its teacher alone ; but good schools are assured and uniform 
when they depend upon some officer capable of giving character and 
efficiency to all. 
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The Legislature of 1827 enacted that '* it shall be the duty of the 
town committee, or some one of them, to visit each of the district 
schools in said town for the purpose of making a careful examination 
thereof ; of seeing that the scholars thereof are properly supplied 
with books, of inquiring into the regulation and discipline of such 
schools, and of the habits and proficienc}' of the scholars therein ; 
such visits to be made on the first or second week after the com- 
mencement of each school, and also once a month afterward during 
the continuance of such schools, without giving previous notice of 
such visit to the instructors of such schools ; and also once during 
the last week of school. " 

In those early days when teaching was cnide, few subjects taught, 
and boys and girls attended until of age, the supervision re- 
quired b}' the previous law was all right. But since those days 
school conditions have changed, more subjects are taught, work 
is done at high pressure, and school teaching has become an art. 

The Legislature of 1888 recognizing that there was neither unity 
nor uniformity in the common school work, that the efforts of teach- 
ers were random and misdirected, and that the chief defect of the 
common school system was in the method of supervision, attempted 
to remedy the unfortunate conditions by the inauguration of county 
supervision. 

This system of superintendency was in force only twenty months 
and just as its wise provisions and good results began to appear a 
revulsion set in which reinstated town superintendency. The 
t50unty s^'stem proved, in the short time it was in existence and by 
the subsequent fruit of its workings, that it was immeasurablj' in ad- 
vance of town supervision in its ability to stimulate people, pupils, 
teachers, and officers with greater interest and to secure better work 
and results. 

But the effectiveness of the county system was seriously impaired 
by the dispersion of the efforts of the county officer over too much 
territor}'. It was a physical impossibility for any officer to give re- 
tjuisite attention to two hundred schools ; hence the work had to be 
done chiefly through educational meetings and gatherings and by an 
occasional visit upon the schools. The county is too large, but it is 
kiotas much t^o large as the town is too small to realize the best re- 
sults. 

A county superintendent can accomplish far greater results than a 
town superintendent. The county superintendent gives his thought, 
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time, and attention undividedly to the public school problem, has a 
far greater equipment and horizon, visits other schools, is in advance 
of the teachers^ and knows how to marshal the forces all along the 
lines. The visits of the town superintendent are infrequent, his serv- 
ice secondary to his regular occupation, his judgment immature, and 
his advice generally spasmodic. It certainly cannot be contended 
that a person who gives only one hour of thought and study to a 
subject, where another gives fifteen hours, can have as complete 
knowledge, ripe judgment, and reliable opinion as the other. 

WEAKNESS OF TOWN SUPERVISION. 

The weakness of town supervision depends principally upon the 
inefficienc}' of the superintendent ; inefficiency, usually, upon mea- 
gerness of compensation ; meagerness of compensation upon small- 
nesB of territory ; and smallness of territory upon our system. Upon 
this particular point of feeble supervision, more than upon any or all 
others, the failure of our public schools, in whatever degree they are 
failures, rests. 

Local supervision is the supreme weakness of our entire system. 
A superintendent may possess taste, inclination, and ability, but 
limit of time and compensation nullifies his service and usefulness. 
His tenure of office is usually so brief that he cannot introduce 
changes or establish a polic}'. In four years 87 per cent, of the 
town superintendents were changed, yet only a small per cent, of the 
changes was due to the law of 1896 excluding directors from 
serving. 

Universally the best available persons are chosen as instructors of 
the teachers, but it is the ^eerest presumption to expect that $25.00 
per annum and one visit per term per school are going to introduce 
many improvements or infuse much inspiration. 

The ordinary superintendent rarely attends a summer school; takes 
no educational paper, reads no pedagogical books, knows less of 
teaching, of classification, of management, than the teacher ; hence 
his office can be of no practical benefit to the teacher or the 
school. If teaching is a mere occupation, and not an ai-t, then 
almost anyone, no matter how unsuited or unqualified, may serve as 
the figure-head for the local system. But the office of town superin- 
tendent presupposes something more than a police officer to see that 
the schools are kept the requisite number of days, the register properly 
filled out, the pupils adequately supplied with books ; something 
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more than an occasional half-day's sitting in a school room, a ques- 
tionable recommendation to the school board, and a report to the 
town. 

Pre-eminentl}' above these mechanical and clerical duties is the 
great service the superintendent should render the teachei and the 
taught. 

There is a maxim in agricultural circles that the best way to im- 
prove the farm is to improve the farmer. And so in educational 
work, the best way to improve the school is to improve the teacher. 
To do this there is need of some one who knows more of matter, 
methods, and management than the teacher does ; some one 
acquainted with the principles and science of pedagogy, some one 
who is conversant with the best recognized methods of teaching, 
some one who knows what books and appliances should be used and 
where obtainable at least expense, some one who through the large- 
ness of his nature and loftiness of his purpose is an inspiration and a 
benediction to all with whom he comes in contact. 

There is no phase of school work which skilled supervision does 
not reach, tone, strengthen, and elevate. Teacher, pupils, people, 
and officials feel and appreciate the counsel and service of a profes- 
sional in the work and an authoritative officer in administration. 

SKILLED SUPERVISION ; IN ITS RELATION TO THE TEACHERS. 

Although under our present system a school is good or poor ac- 
cording as the teacher is good or poor, there are man}' poor schools 
maintained that might be good schools if the quulit}' of the teaching 
could be improved ; and it is apparent from casual observation that 
the qualit}' of teaching can be incalculabl}' improved provided 
some one were employed to arrange the work, direct the energies, 
and'-infuse new life into the school. 

Most teachers employed at the paltry wages paid in our rural 
schools are not specifically endowed for the work,although they possess 
good native ability. Because they are neither specifically endowed 
nor specifically trained for the profession the necessity of skilled 
supervision must be apparent. 

The number of trained teachers in Vermont is lamentablv small. 
Vermont's per cent, of normal graduates is not so large as it should 
be and is less than any other New England State except Maine, as 
the following data show, — Maine, 13 per cent. ; New Hampshire, 38 
per cent; Vermont, 18 per cent. ; Massachusetts, 36 percent.; Rhode 
Island, 46 per cent..; Connecticut, 26 per cent. 
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Our normal schools re-organized and re-established, are capable of 
rendering great service to the State, and will be worthy of larger 
confidence and patronage. 

The teachers* ranks are annually recruited by successive corps of 
crude and unqualified wage-earners. These accessions ma}' be able 
to do excellent school-room work, but they need previous instruction 
or immediate oversight. They have no scope of the work, know not 
where to begin, what to do, when to do it, nor how to do it ; have 
no plans formulated, no clear conception of the work to be done year 
by year, no present purpose, no end to be reached. They may pos- 
sess the mechanics of "school-keeping, but lack the dynamics of school- 
teaching. 

It is a serious question whether or not the ordinary untrained 
school teacher so far surpasses the ordinary wage-earner in mental 
and moral qualities as to be left alone and undirected. 

Only those who have examined applicants for certificates or visited 
schools for the observation of the work, can form an accurate idea of 
the modicum of knowledge and the emptiness of information some- 
times betra^'ed by would-be teachers. Should there be published 
answers to common questions on common subjects they would seem 
apocryphal, and the bungling pantomime sometimes presented under 
the guise of teaching seems almost incredible i yet with proper super- 
vision such occurences would be much rarer, the good would be made 
better, and money, sometimes worse than wasted, would be profit- 
ably invested. 

IN ITS RELATION TO PUPILS. 

Whatever improves the teacher improves the teaching, and what- 
ever improves the teaching improves the pupils. The pupil receives- 
the chief and final benefit of all that is contributed to the skilfulness 
of the teacher. In whatever way the teacher is expanded, enlarged,. 
and enriched for teaching, it all blossoms and fruits in the children. 

If we could only conserve the frittered energies and frayed nerves 
of the children by better teaching, we could add an inestimable^ 
blessing to the human race ; while now, in too many instances, the 
mental faculties of the children are being atrophied and irreparable- 
loss ensues. No indemnity can be made for the past, but the State 
can check further waste of time and energy by directing the teachers^ 
work through competent agents. It probably is no exaggeration ta 
say that two-thirds of the children are crowded into books before 
they are sufficiently prepared to successfully master them ; conse- 



VERMONT SCHOOL REPORT. 



quenti}' are in classes Tor which tbey are unfitted. Were there eome 
' one skilled in the matter who could classify the pupils and strcnothen 
them whei'e they are weak in their studies, it would contribute to the 
eternal welfare of the children and give to the work a subs tan liality 
not now manifest. 

But above the advantageB of a proper classification or the direc- 
tion of their mental training is that incalculable good fortune thai | 
befalls children whose susceptible lives conae in contact with a per- i 
son, regularly or occasionally in the school room, of such healthy i 
moral tone, of such keen sense and intellect, of such sound culture | 
and character, that his pi'esence is a pleasure, and his words a b 
ediction ; who can transmute the dross of life into refined liTing, who ; 
can lead children up out of their common selves into something 
higher and better, give to them a broad outlook on life, instil deep, 
true principles of action, and inspire them with high hopes and noble i 
purposes. 

Whoever has been a school director in a town not blessed with a ] 
■flourishing high school or academy knows the difficulty involved in | 
finding and securing teachers of requisite qualities and qualifica- ' 
tions. On account of this difScnUy, too frequently any available per- 
son equipped with proper credentials is employed and set to work 
regardless of ability to teach or adaptability to a particular school. 

All this can be greatly remedied by some person specifically em- 
ployed to look after the schools. From his visitation be can discovsr | 
-and recommend desirable persons as teachers, advise in regard 
to those dcing commendable or unsatisfactory work, and state the 
particular school or quality of work for which a teacher is best fitted. 

In this manner there will be no weak place in the local school sya- I 
tem and the service for which money is being expended will be ren- 
dered and realized. Furthermore the skilled superintendent can 
advise in regard to repair, location, construction, and fumishment of t 
school buildings. Because school directors are so busily employed in [ 
-other matters it is sometimes nearly irapossibie for them to look after 
the school -ho usee; and, if they had the leisure, their judgment would • 
-usually be unreUable. Repairing, seating, and ventilating school- 
looms iii'e a scienc* remote from their everyday ti'ade or occupation. I 
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Perhaps in the selection of books and supplies their ignorance shows 
itself most, but at the same time they know even less where to pro- 
cure these equipments at smallest expense. 

IN nS RELATION TO THE PEOPLE. 

If the schools of the State are to be judged by the interest mani- 
fested by the people in visits and inspection, the school system of 
Vermont is a failure. 

School boards and teachers are none other than agents of the peo- 
ple. The schools of any town are usually as good as the people 
demand and as poor as they will tolerate. Yet there is a manifest 
dissatisfaction and restlessness on the part of the people caused by 
the vague apprehension that the schools are not accomplishing the 
ends for which they were established. 

For this disquietude there is just cause in many instances, but in 
general there is much excellent work that is not appreciated. In 
some towns an effort to secure trained teachers has been made, es- 
pecially for primary' schools, and in all cases where teachers from 
training schools have been employed their work has been successful, 
their schools visited, the people satisfied, and continuance of services 
demanded. Complaints are arrested b}' emplo^'ment of skilled ser- 
vice and the people ai*e willing to pay for the same. 

There is no doubt that if there were a skillful director of school 
work, and some authoritative person in school matters, some com- 
petent leader of the people in educational interests, most of the local 
school troubles would vanish and an active, intelligent interest be 
aroused such as would presage an educational renaissance in Vermont. 



TEACHERS. 

A cursor}' examination with a few simple tests in reading, lan- 
guage, mental arithmetic, and geography will reveal in different 
schools a surprising difference in character of work of the teachers 
and a glaring disparity in mental attainment of the pupils. 

The people of some towns in Vermont are too presumptuous in 
regard to their schools, too willing to take the children's opinion. 
The teachers in some communities understand that no intelligent 
inspection will be made, and hence, in order that they ma;}' abide 
comfortably in the communities during the term, too frequently in- 
cline to the softer side of school work and drift into popular favor 
through indulgence and entertainment of the children. It should be 
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understood that public schools are Dot maintained as pleasure 
gardens merely, but should be productive of Tar better mental train- 
ing and character-culture than now attained. 

To bring this about there must be a radical change in the work of 
the school room. Novices are now employed with the merest knowl- 
edge of books, with a scant understmding of the principles of 
child training, with no acquirement of the aid the summer school 
affords, with methods and traditions handed down from their 
elders, — these enter the profession and are supposed to develop 
the mental and moral faculties of children. 

These criticisms do not pertain to those who are in the service for 
a term of years, not to those who have studied to know something 
of the art. not to those who bring to the woik a consecration and 
faithfulness that transcends all technical deficiencies ; but to those 
that are in the service temporaril}', who make school keeping a make- 
shift, and who seek not even to refurbish themselves at summer or 
training schools. 

Barring all criticism concerning the work in our public schools 
probably there never has been in the past quarter of a century better 
service than is being performed today. The past ten years have 
witnessed great improvement in the art of teaching by the discovery 
of right principles and their proper application. The spirit of the 
new education is rife in Vermont, but the fruits of the spirit are not 
manifest to the degree that they ought or they might be under other 
conditions. It is in view of what might be accomplished without a 
larger expenditure of time or money that the advantages of skilled 
supervision in its relation to teaching are here set forth. 

COST OF SUPERVISION. 

In the consideration of the cost of skilled supervision two deduc- 
tions should be made from the aggregate — the amount paid for exam- 
ination of teachers, and the amount paid for present supervisor}- 
service. Undej- our town system of school supervision the pres- 
ent examination system is a tolerably safe debarment against in^ 
competents in knowledge of subject entering the service ; but so far 
as a guaranty of eificient service is involved, it is worthless. The 
only sure and satisfactory way of testing a teacher's teaching power 
is in the school room, "but should be preceded by an examination of 
knowledge of subject and methods. Hence the power of examina- 
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tion and supervision should be vested in one and the same person, 
and, under a proper sj^stem of skilled supeiTision, the present system 
of examination can be abolished and town supervision be super- 
seded. 

With these deductions probably two and one-half per cent, of the 
grand list of the state would secure an active, operative, intelligent 
system of skillful supervision of all the public schools of Vermont. 

This is small when compared with the decrease in the aggregate 
cost of. our schools from 1896 to 1897, which was about eight per 
cent, of the grand list. 

The annual expense for examination and local supervision for the 
past few 3'ears has been as follows : 





1892. 


1893. 


1894. 


1895. 


1896. 


1897. 


1898. 


Town Supts. 
County Exr*8. 


$6,739.36 
4,557 18 


88,349.72 
4,982.69 


87,256.26 
4,134.38 


819,898.32 
3,420.16 


814,186.78 
3,886.84 


813,242.24 
4,464.99 


814,325.58 
3,663.79 



Total, 811,296.64 813,332.41 810,390.64 823,318.47 818,072.62 817,707.23 817,989.37 

In the consideration of cost to state bv combinations of towns, it 
will be noticed that the increase is apparent rather than real. There 
can be but little doubt upon close examination of conditions that 
skilled supervision will pay for itself in expense saved to the various 
towns, regardless of the invaluable service to teachers and pupils. 
It is probable that enough money at present is wasted by profitless 
teaching and unwise management to pay for this service. 

The aggregate cost of the small and unproductive schools, could 
the mone}' thus expended be lodged in the State Treasury, would 
nearl}' supply the amount needed in excess of the amount now ex- 
pended. There is no doubt but, with the reduction of the number of 
weeks of legal school to twenty-four, and probably to twenty-two, 
better work and results would be secured by expert supervision than 
now with twenty-eight weeks legal school with town superintendency, 
and the decrease in aggregate expense would greatly exceed the cost 
of ' proper supervision. 

WASTE. 

There is no greater nor more deplorable waste of money in the 
State of Vermont than that expended for public schools, chiefly 
through the employment of untrained teachers. 

Skilled labor is most profitable and cheapest, while unskilled 
labor is the dearest and least profitable. In the employment of 
teachers, good, bad, and indifferent are on the same basis regard- 
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less of quality of work. The hearer of lessons and the skilled 
teacher of subject, the slovenly school-keeper of a slovenly kept 
school-room and the tidy teacher of a clean, cheerful school, the 
hard martinet and the love- begetting child-trainer, all receive the 
same pa}*. 

There is a recognized difference in musical endowment, a range 
in platform ability, shades of business shrewdness, giades of medical 
skill, and degrees of personal influence ; but in teaching, the highest 
of all arts, little distinction is made in kind or in salaries paid. 
There are all classes in the teaching profession as well as in any 
other profession, but probably fewer of the class for whom apology 
has to be made. 

Money expended for the services of unskilled or heartless servers 
in the public schools is often not simply wasted, but its use inflicts 
upon the children a positive injur}' for which no adequate reparation 
can be made. 

There is a slight waste of money under the head of supervi- 
sion at present. The waste is slight because the expense is slight. 
The superintendents are officers of a weak and inefficient sj'stem, 
fully realizing their limitationp, giving far more time than the}' are 
paid for, devoutly lo3'al to the best interests of the schools, seriously 
hampered by legal and official restrictions to render such service as 
the schools need, and are, accordingly, most ardent champions of a 
new system. 

There is also in certain instances serious waste in the incidental 
expenditures for schools. This is especially true in the purchase 
and care of books. Those ill adapted to the mental attainment and 
caliber of the children are purchased. First readers are given to 
the children to take to their seats, while it is conceded that children 
can not study until they can read. The children, accordingly, mark 
and mutilate them because school officials do not furnish the teachers 
proper means of entertainment for the children in lieu of regular text 
books. 

Expensive charts which the teachers will not sufficiently study to 
use, or which are worthless to particular schools, are purchased. 
Often, too, in the attempt to supply, far more is paid for globes, 
charts, and other appliances than necessarj*, because the purchasers 
know not where to buy most economically, what special appli- 
ances may be needed and used, and whether or not the town can 
afford to invest in such equipments. 
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la a maltitude of minor matters the skilled suparintendeat can 
save enou«^h to partially pay his salary, and at the same time become 
the most indispensable officer in town. 

In testimony of what skilled supervision has done and can do, the 
following excerpts from reports of the Massachusetts Board of Edu- 
cation are here given : 

1887. — ''It is almost invariably the case that when a competent 
superintendent is appointed the schools at once improve." 

1893. — "The laws which make provision for the employment of 
supeiintendents to aid the school committees in the supervision of 
the schools are deemed the most important school legislation enacted 
since that of 1841." 

1895. — "The policy of supervision has been tried thoroughly in 
Massachusetts. It has won its wa}' on its own merits. It includes 
more than ninety per cent, of the entire population. District super- 
intendence, in particular, is needed for the sake of the small towns. 
It is the most effective measure 3'et devised for carrying state aid to 
such towns in a way to make their schools better." * * * * 

"Wherever supervision is the rule the State has (1) better school 
economy in regard to text books, supplies, care of buildings, etc., 
thus saving part, if not all, of the extra expense of a superintendent's 
salary ; (2) better teaching, greater progress on the part of the good 
pupils, and less truancy on the part of the indifferent scholars ; (3) 
larger unity of action ; and (4) increased interest on the part of the 
town's people ; for the necessity of providing partially or wholly for 
the support of the superintendent would create public interest, which 
would in turn manifest itself in public meetings, institutes and lec- 
tures on behalf of education." 

1897. — "The value and importance of skilled supeiTision has been 
clearly demonstrated in Massachusetts by the experience and obser- 
vation of more than forty years. Wherever this policy has been 
fairl}' tried, whether in the large cities or the small country towns, 
the recognition of its importance as a prime factor in the improve- 
ment of the public schools is nearly or quite universal. Practically, 
the question may be said to have passed the debatable stage. The 
chief benefits resulting from the employment of trained and skilful 
superintendents are these : Better schoolhouses, better teachers, 
more regular and increased attendance, greater economy in the ex- 
penditure of money, and greater interest in the schools on the part 
of pupils, parents, and the community in general." 
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Hod. Frank A. HilL Secretary of the Massachasetts Board of 
Education : '^The most conspicaons and uniqae feature of Massa- 
chusetts supervision — that of district superintendence — ^is admitted 
by the United States Commissioner of Education, by the Committee 
of the National Educational Association appointed to consider plans 
for improving rural schools, and by experts generally, to be the best 
system yet devised in this country for advancing the interests of 
schools in small and spai'sel}* settled towns/' 

Mr. A. W. Edson, ex- Agent of the Massachusetts Board of 
Education, in his report of 1896 says : '^Supervision has improved 
the schools in towns and cities of all possible grades and conditions 
wherever it has been given a fair trial. In many towns, within a 
few years, not only the character of the instruction but the whole 
educational sentiment has been revolutionized, to the untold good of 
the children. Supervision is as necessary in small towns, scattered 
communities, and mixed schools as in larger places and graded 
schools. In fact this is most apparent in small towns, from the fact 
that these places are likely to employ cheap teachers, young and in- 
experienced, who ebpeciallj* need help and direction.'* 

Hon. Charles D. Hine, State Superintendent of Connecticut, says 
in his repoit of 1896 : '*In our view, it is a fundamental defect of 
our common school system that there is no proper supervision of the 
teachers. Few persons are Ukely, unless they have had extensive 
opportunities for comparing schools, to lealize how great a change 
in the character of a school may be brought about through a watchful 
supervision of the teacher's work." 

Hon. W. W. Stetson. St-ate Superintendent of Maine, in his report 
of 1897, referring to the system of skilled supervision by combina- 
tion of towns that went into effect that year, says : ''The above is 
the most important single statute, relating to the maintenance of 
public schools, that has been passed b3' any Maine legislature in fifty 
years." 

Hon. Edwin F. Palmer, ex-State Superintendent of Vermont, said 
in his report of 1892 : '-So far as I know, there is agreement among 
teachers and writers on education that skilled supervision of schools 
is absolutely essential to their highest success." 

Hon. William T. Harris, TJ. S. Commissioner of Education, says: 
* 'There is no other device in our school system that has done so 
much for the improvement of our school in organization, and in 
methods of instruction and discipline, as school supervision.'' 
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Report of the Committee of Twelve. National Educational Associ- 
ation, 1895: "It must be conceded, however, that a single town- 
ship, containing on an average ten orikwelve schools, is too small 
a territory to engage profitably the entire attention of one person. 
In such a case one of two things must necessarily happen : 
either the schools are supervised to the point of interference, or 
the supervision becomes uncertain, feeble, and unsatisfactory. In a 
general waj', the rural township is too small a supervisory unit. 
Wherever it has been tried the supervisor has generally had some 
other business to attend to, and thus his work has been found 
wanting in those results which are most desirable. In order that 
the work of overseeing and directing may be effective, it must 
engage the entire and the best thought of the supervisory officer. A 
proper remedy for this is the combination of towns for super- 
visory purposes. Three, four, or five towns could be united in one 
supervisory district until a sufficient number of schools has been 
secured to engage the entire attention of one good man." 

Not only will the State inaugurate a coherent and operative system 
of schools through skilled supervision, but it will protect itself 
against an unwise or reckless expenditure of the public moneys dis- 
tributed for school purposes. The reserve immediately under the 
care of and disbursement by the State for public education is as 
follows : 

Five per cent. State tax on Grand List of $1,743,911.49 is $87,195.58 
Interest on Huntington Fund, $211,131.46 at 6 per cent. 12,667.88 
Interest on U. S. Deposit Fund $669,086.79 at 6 per cent. 40,145.21 

Total $140,008.67 

In comparison with some States this is a small amount of public 
mone}^ but if properly applied it can render great good. Because it 
is under State control for distribution it is the duty of the State, as 
a trustee of the people, to see that a proper investment is made 
and full value is received. This can be done only by properly quali- 
fied agents who will see to it that good schools in every town are 
supported and maintained. 

Any system of public schools is strong or weak according as its 
system of immediate supervision is strong or weak. A strong, re- 
sponsible, well adapted system of supervision is the shaft by which 
all other parts of the machinerj^ are put in motion and thus perform 
their proper function without waste or friction. 
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. In Vermont the school system is weakest where it should be the 
strongest. It matters not much what the system of taxation or ad- 
ministration is, but the cliaracter and efficiency of the common 
schools depend primarily and chiefly upon tlie character af 
isupervision. 

If seemingly undue prominence; has buen given to supervision in 
this report, it is due to the fact that all other matters of needed school 
legislation are far inferior to this in importance and cannot pro 
duce such a lasting effect upon our public schools and their prospects. 

Previous legislatures have enacted well and wisely, but have not 
yet remedied the vital point. To give efficiency to all previous en- 
actments, to infuse vigor, vitality, and productive energy, is left to 
the last legislature before 1500. 

Therefore to provide for the woiking of a policy, to establish an 
educational system and give it efficiency, to realize full value for 
money expended and effect an insurance of success, to give health to 
tli,e teaching and spiritual wealth to the children, to bring to suc- 
cessful culmination all that has been done before and placa the 
capstone of an enduring school system, some means of better super- 
vision is needed. 

* 

The legislatures of the past have been constructing an elegant and 
substantial arch of architectural beauty and educational glory, but 
the key-stone which binds all other parts together and gives them 
firmness, which completes the structure andorjves it permancy is yet 
to be placed in position. If it can be hewn and smoothed and fitted 
to its place, the legislatures of this century will bequeath to the next 
:a monument of eternal glory and a blessing of inestimable worth to 
-the generations which are to follow. 

COMMON SCHOOL SUBJECTS. 

In too many of our schools the pupils are allowed, if not tacitly en- 
*couraged, to give a semblance of the thing for the thing itself, to use 
«ymbols that do not symbolize, and accordingly there resultR the 
'banefulness of superficiality. This is produced by a multiplicity of 
^recitations, multiplicity of recitations b}' a multiplicit}* of subjects, 
nnd a multiplicity of subjects b}- the legal prescription of the same. 
If we could anchor the teaching in the common schools a little more 
fixedly to the three K's there is no doubt but that better results 
would ensue than under the present oUa-podrida curriculum. 
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There are two subjects, reading and mental arithmetic, that ought 
to be taught the best, but an examination of our public school pupils 
will frequently reveal that these subjects are the most poorlj' taught. 
The present generation of teachers has come into the work since 
the days of vigorous mental arithmetic, hence have not that acquaint- 
ance with the subject and acquisition of mental power through its 
training that enables them to do close, thoughtful work. There is 
no subject more productive of clear thinking, close reasoning, and 
correct concluding, when properly taught, than mental arithmetic. 
Because it is not being taught, pupils are losing much of that 
power and thought training which will be of more service to them 
in life than the simple knowledge of written arithmetic. 

Because boys and girls are not trained to think, they are allowed 
to remember processes, accept statements unchallenged, servilely 
follow rules, — all of which results in lamentable superficiality. 

Because superficiality is tolerated, there follows a three fold in- 
jury. First, accuracy, which is the chief mental virtue, is not de« 
veloped ; in fact, even the primal principles possessed by the child 
at birth sometimes seem bartered away. Accuracy is secured only 
by being absolutely certain of premises, and certainty of premises is 
the result of hard thinking and reasoning. Second, the child's 
apprehension of truth and fact becomes misty ; then he becomes 
careless in his reproduction of truth or statement of fact, and finally 
becomes content with a half or perverted truth, which is a moral dis- 
aster. Third, superficiality forms no firm and reliable basis for the 
religious training of the child. If he is allowed to be content with a 
partial knowledge, or with an exhibition or pretense of knowledge, 
then in religious matters he will be satisfied with the veneer and 
externalities of religion, or will be unsusceptible to divine verities. 

Without mental arithmetic, all mental and moral training is more 
or less impaired and imperfect. The multitude of sturd}', strong- 
minded men and women who went out from the country schools fifty 
years ago to win success in cities or give character to the West were 
trained in mental arithmetic ; and it was this subject, more than any 
other, that gave them the cool, keen judgment and the irresistible 
moral force that made them an influence and power in whatever 
place, business, or profession they were. 

Reading is much better taught to-day than eight years ago, but, at 
the same time, the fruits of some of the present teaching of reading 
are not simply insipid, but positively painful. Reading is the basis 
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. of all other subjects, because the child can not study until he can 
read ; its function is to develop the comprehensive faculties, its kind 
should be silent rather than oral. It is prior to mental arithmetic 
because it furnishes the power and capacity for the apprehension of 

. conditions which mental arithmetic uses in reaching correct conclu- 
sions through processes of reasoning. 

Better work ought to be done in nature studies than is done to- 
da3\ Better advantages and mateiial are not to be found in 
any State. No better preparation for an intelligent study of 
text-book geograpb}' and no greater opportunity for language 
work and drawing lessons is afforded than by this subject. At 
a certain period in life children are particularl}' interested in na- 
ture and susceptible to its charms and truths. Therefore if instruc- 
tion could be given on the structure and use of various natural ob- 
jects, children would acquire a knowledge of which the}' cannot be 

. robbed, a beauty of life which adversit}' cannot dull, and a character 
insured against vice and crime. 

GRADED AND UNGRADED SCHOOL PROBLEMS. 

Although the aims and ends of the graded and ungraded schools 
are the same, the conditions, work, and problems are far different. 

The graded school teacher has le-s responsibility', less number of 
classes, less dail^' preparation, less range of subje ts, less difference 
in age and attainments of pupils ; more privileges, more adequate 
supplies, more time for recitations, more weeks per year, better sur- 
roundings, greater compensation, and usually better training than 
the ungraded teacher. 

The ungraded teacher is isolated and self-dependent ; has few 

equipments, little time for each recitation, a multitude of classes, a 

disparity of conditions, and but little supervisory assistance. These 

differences naturally induce the ungraded teachers to gravitate toward 

. the cities and villages, not simply on account of greater salary and 

certain attractive features of graded school work, but also on account 

of the larger social, religious, and intellectual privileges afforded. 

The ungraded schools have to serve too much as experiment stations 

in which practice and experience may be gained and from which 

promotions are made. This principle of selection of teachers would 

be feasible and satisfactory' were it not for the fact that too 

.frequently the benefits of the pupils in the ungraded schools are 

. sacrificed to those of the teacher. The loss to the pupils from 
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the tuition under an untrained teacher and the loss to the teacher 
through individual experimentation could largely be prevented 
were these untrained teachers superintended as the conditions - 
demand. 

The work of the graded school is concentration upon a few classes ; 
that of the ungraded is diffusion upon many ; in one case it is inten- 
sive, in the other extensive ; in one it is class instruction, in the 
other individual instruction. From these extreme differences in the 
character of the work arise the ungraded and the graded school- 
problems. 

In the ungraded schools the primary problem is not so much the 
large number of classes as it is the small number in a class. Pupils 
alone, or with only one or two others, do not develop the alertness, • 
promptness, and keenness that come from class attrition ; and, in 
addition to these mental virtues, each pupil in a class learns as much 
from the other members as from the teacher. United States Com- 
missioner of Education, Hon. William T. Harris, in discussing rural 
schools, sa^'s : '*There is too great a disparity between the pupil's 
view of a subject and the teacher's view to make a thorough mutual 
understanding possible, except through the mediation of the class. 
Each pupil learns more from the teacher's criticism of the work of 
others than from the criticism of his own work." If parents could ap- 
preciate class advantages many of the small schools now maintained 
would be closed and the pupils now in attendance upon them would 
be placed where they would receive better advantages for mental 
training and progress in studies. 

The great problem of the graded schools is that of promotion. The 
rigid system that now generally obtains drags in its train certain 
serious evils that ought and can be more easily remedied than those 
of the ungraded schools. 

Dr. Harris says in regard to this : ' 'The most serious weakness 
of the public and private schools of this country is found in the 
usual iron- clad methods of grading schools ; also, it is a terrible ar- 
raignment of the schools graded on the one-year, two 3'ear, and 
three-year interval plan to accuse them of stifling talent in the bright 
pupils and of discouraging the dull pupils until they lose their self- 
respect. " 

The graded schools with their superior advantages of time and 
mone}' can and ought to do more for their pupils than the ungraded- 
schools, but it is a question whether, under the present method of an- 
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Dual platoon promotions, the products are proportionate!}' better. 
The pupils of the graded schools usually possess more information, 
facilit}' in'use, and social refinement, but the}' do not always possess 
the working power of the ungraded school pupils whose acquisitions 
are largely through self-efFort and whose characters are developed 
through necessary habits of work. 

To aid the graded schools, wherein each teacher has a grade, the 
following scheme may be suggestive if not applicable. It probably 
is not practical in the ordinaiy village school, yet is subject to 
many modifications and adaptable to various conditions. 
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Scheme for graded schools of six teachers or more. 

"The scheme represents the maximum and minimum time for com- 
•pletion of the elementary school course. The pupils of freer pace 
are placed in the eight-year course and kept there as long as they 
satisfactorily perform the work ; but whenever conditions arise where- 
by they can not easily continue the pace, they can be transferred to 
the ten-year course without serious loss of time. In case a pupil in 
the ten-year course begins to for^e ahead of his class, he can easily 
be promoted to the eight-year course ; or, if one is unable to maintain 
his position in class, he can be transferred id the class just below him 
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in the other course and thefeby not go back a whole year as he now 
is usually perforced to do. By this arrangement pupils can be pro- 
moted or demitted at almost any time without serious gaps or lapses 
in work. 

Each teacher will have two grades and cover nearl}' the same 
ground covered by another teacher of the same graded school. The 
pupils will not only have an opportunitj* for promotion according to 
their progress, but will progress better for having an opportunity to 
listen to the instruction given the class next above which is a 
factor in the acquisition of knowledge too frequentl}' overlooked. 

EXAMINATIONS. 

The cardinal qualifications of a good teacher are good common 
sense, good moral character, good executive ability, good education, 
and good health. 

If the order given is the accepted one, then it is possible to deter- 
mine to a certain degree what the character of an examination for 
teaching should be. It is confessedly a mistake to suppose that 
knowledge of subject matter is the only, or chief requisite for success 
in teaching. Repeatedly to the observation of anyone engaged in 
the management of schools the glaring fact has been presented of 
applicants passing high in examinations, but passing low in the grade 
of work. Pure technical knowledge is not enough. There are certain 
qualities of heart and mind that are indispensable for success in ad- 
ministration and instruction. These qualities are common sense, 
whereby cases of discipline and subject taught may be practically 
treated ; moral character", wherebj' there may be transmitted to the 
pupils proper ambition and the sentimen.ts of truth and justice ; and 
executive abilit}', wherebj^ there may be effected satidfactjrj' results. 

Therefore with these qualifications in view, there have been in- 
serted in the examinations questions intended to test the common 
sense and knowledge of methods of would-be teachers, questions to 
suggest lines of work and studj', and at the same time reveal knowl- 
edge of subject matter. 

' Under the present futile system of town supervision, the present 
system of examination is a necessity' as a barrier against incompe 
tents entering the profession. The system does not wholly- exclude, 
because the system is based on the wrong principle, namely that 
knowledge of subject is the requisite for teaching. 
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EXA»I)IK[1H.* 

Tbe diilies of the Ex-iiuioerB have lieeii faithfullj- and siitisfDctiirily 
perfufnid and the Ksiilt uf lliHr exatiiinulions is siimmnrized as fol- 
lows : 
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Col. Porter H. Dale of Island Pond, and Hon. D. K- Simonda of 
Manchester, resigned as exnmim ra in Angiist. 1897, on acconnt of ap- 
pointments to governiiient posts and their respective successors were 
atonce appointed, Mr.E. W. Wrifjhtof Luoenburgh, and Su|)erinten- 
dent John L. Alger of Bennington, Superintendent Alfred Tinner 
of Rutland resigned as Examiner Id Septeinber, 1897, and Princiiial 
Edwin H. Whitt-hill of Woodsioekin June. 1898; their respec- 
tive snceessors are Rev. C. H. Dunton, D.D. of Poultiiey, and Prin- 
cipal H. Diessel of SpiinglTeld. The piescnt lit.t of Exiimiiiera i» 
as follows : 

Addison County T. E. Bojce MiddJebiiry 

Bennington County J. L. Alger Bennington 

Caledonia County W. H. Tayloi Hardwick 

Chittenden County J. K Allen Weatford 

Esses County E. W, Wright Lunenburgb 

Franklin Coimiy H. E. Rustedt Riehford 

Grand Isle County Mrs. H. W. Marvin Alburgb 

Lamoille County W. A. Beebe Monisville 
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Orange Count}' F. E. Prichard Bradford 

Orleans County G. A. Andrews Derby 

Rutland County. C. H. Dunton Poultney 

Washington County CD. Mathewson Barre 

Windham County H. D. Ryder , Bellows Falls 

Windsor County H. Dressel, Jr Springfield 

SUMMER SCHOOLS AND INSTITUTES. 

The summer schools have practically superseded the institutes for 
the reason that the advantages and -benefits accruing to the teachers 
are manifestly superior. However, the desired benefits are not 
fullv realized on account of lack of means to secure those instructors 
whose occupation and experience enable them to adjust the instruc- 
tion to the various conditions and needs of the ungraded school 
teachers. 

Institutes have been held in the following counties with date and 
attendance afiSxed: 

Washington County, January, 1897 161 

Essex County, October, 1897 93 

Bennington County, November, 1897 213 



467 



Summer Schools have been held as follows ; 

1896. 

Julv 6. Manchester .' 118 

July 13. Barton 133 

July 13. St. Albans. . • • • ' 149 

July 20. Springfield 114 

August 3. St. Johnsbury 3 44 

1897. 

August 1 . Barton , 99 

Essex Junction 117 

Middlebury 119 

Putney 123 

Randolph 191 

St. Johnsbury 149 

798 



658 
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COST OP SCHOOLS. 

The school year ending March 31, 1896, registered the maximum 

amount in the aggregate cost of the public schools of the State. 

This amount was $1,067,718.11, which was due chiefl}' to the free 

text books and large expenditures in construction and repairs. 

The aggregate cost for the year ending March 31, 1897, was 

$909,109.60, which was $158,608.61 less than the previous year; 

for the school 3'ear ending March 31, 1898, the amount expended was 

$933,286.74, which is $134,431.37 less than for the year 1896. At the 

same time the number of weeks of legal school has been increased 

from twenty-six to twenty-eight. 

Since the inauguration of the town S3'stem, there has been a 

marked change in character and condition of the school buildings of 

the State, and to-day there are few villages unprovided with 

new, modern, commodious, and convenient school-houses. Probably 

no State in the Union, according to its population, has seen erected 

within its borders so many new school houses and public library 

buildings as Vennont during the past five years. 

On account of the era of renovation and construction just passing, 
it is presumable that these two items of casual expense will diminish 
somewhat. The cost of schools should be judged by current ex- 
penses, which do not include repairs and construction. 

Measured in this manner, the aggregate is more the past year than 

for the last year of the district system ; but this increase is due to 

increase in number of weeks of school. During the last year of the 

district system the average length was 28.30 weeks, which was 

greater than for any previous year, but for the last 'year of the 

town system the average number of weeks per school was 80.81, or 

10 per cent increase. 
The aggregate increase of number of weeks for the last year of the 

town system over that of the district system was 1572. 

Teachers' wages show a slight increase over last year of district 
system ; the cost per week of school a small decrease of 93 cents ; 
cost per pupil an increase of 32 cents, due to increase of schooling ; 
but the cost per pupil per week shows a decrease of 10 per cent, 
based on current expenses. 

The following table shows the cost of repairs and construction for 

the past few years: 

1891 1892 1893 1894 1895 189C 1897 1898 

New buildingft 

Expense, $34,393.63 ^,439.52 $87,615.00 $57,369. 84 $108,999.36 $134,811.27 $430,73.79 $67,211.07 
Repairs 

Expense, 28,277.74 41,264.56 36,814.20 36,113.55 84,666.29 38,700.26 38,833.41 47,739.8ft 
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SCHOOL FUNDS. 

Ever}' State, in order that it may discharge in a measure its obli- 
gation to assist in the education of its children and to relieve inordi- 
nate or disproportionate taxes for a common cause, also in order 
that it may have ample means for the purpose of carr^'ing out an 
educational policy, has provided for itself or has been the recipient 
of a permanent school fund. Such a fund is Indispensable to a 
flexible, reliable, and successful school system, for it produces a 
revenue whereby the incidental and more general expenses of the 
system can be met. No educational system should relieve parents 
from the chief responsibility in the education of their children and 
the chief support of the public schools; however, the State should not 
forget that its integrity and welfare depend upon the maintenance 
of a vigorous school policy. Consequently the state should relieve 
all excessive burdens borne for educational purposes, adjust all in- 
equalities resulting from an imperfect system, and insure educational 
advantages as nearl}' equal as possible. 

The State in no manner should encourage parental irresponsibil- 
ity' by an}' species of paternalism. Such always weakens and 
cheapens a system of any kind, courts apathjs and invites failure. 
Nothing more should be done to enhance the apparent indifference of 
the people, but everything possible should be done to intensify interest 
and to give a fixed, positive, effective direction to the awakening in 
Vermont during the past few years. 

The extent to which the State should aid in the education of its 
children can be approximately determined. All extraordinary or 
general expense for the execution of a system or a policy, such 
as salaries of all State school officers, examination and certification 
of teachers, institutes, summer schools, and supervision, should be 
met b}' the State. In addition thereto the State should pa}^ such a 
portion of local current expenses as will remove inequalities and 
excessive local taxes. Hence the State should pay for the general 
and remote educational expenses of the children, while the parents 
should pay the immediate and local current school expenses. 

To meet its proper portion of the expenses of our educational 
system the State unfortunately has not an adequate and available 
fund, therefore it will soon be incumbent to devise methods where- 
by it may have at its command sufficient revenue for a facile and 
uniform operation of its system. To this end either the present 
permanent fund or the five per ent state tax should be increased. 
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Aside from the small revenue accruing to a few towns from land 
rents and public bequests, we have no public funds except the avails 
from the United States Deposit Fund, the income from the Hunt- 
ington Fund, and the revenue from the five per cent tax. 

Only the United States Deposit and Huntington Funds can pro- 
perly be classed as permanent, the former of which needs 
consideration : — 

In June, 1836, a law was enacted by the United States Congress 
by which certain deposits resulting from the sale of lands should be 
distributed to the various States in the Union for educational pur- 
poses. The portion received by Vermont is $669,086.79. Accord- 
ing to law this is apportioned decennially to the various towns in 
the State according to population. The towns may receive and loan 
their respective portions through Trustees or leave the same in the 
State Treasury. The following towns wisely accepted the latter in 
1891 : — Norton, Canaan, Bloomfield, Victory, Concord, Stannard, 
Marlboro, Williston, St. George, Vergennes, Woodford. 

By the first enactment regulating the control of this money in the 
various towns, it was provided that it should be loaned to persons on 
good security. "That the trustees of the respective towns shall loan 
out the money so deposited to sudh persons and in such sums as they 
shall judge expedient, for a term not exceeding one year at one time, 
and on such security, either with one or more sureties or on mortgage, 
as they shall deem amplj^ safe, at an interest of six per cent, payable 
annuall}', and make all securities taken for the same pa3'able to the 
town loaning the money, and such money may, after the expiration 
of the time for which it shall be loaned, be collected by the trustees 
in such town, and re-loaned whenever they deem it expedient." 

Subsequently the law was modified so that the towns could borrow 
the money of themselves for themselves. Herein occurred a depar- 
ture fi'om the manifest intent of the original law and the introduction 
of an unbusinesslike and unjustifiable prerogative in the matter. 
Nearly all the towns in the State availed themselves of the privilege 
granted, received the money, loaned it to themselves, appropriated 
it for the purchase of poor-farms, the building of town halls, the re- 
pair of roads, the construction of bridges, the paying of debts, and 
various other purposes. Consequently today, those towns having 
thus appropriated the money, instead of having a permanent produc- 
tive fund from the revenue of which they might receive collateral 
revenue, have entailed a tax upon the present generation and all 
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subsequent ones for the suppoi-t of the pubhc schools. The benefits 
today derived from the appropriation of funds is nothing, or so 
meager, or remote, or indirect, that their character and value are 
scarcely appreciable. Whether or not the results of past unstates- 
manlike and unpatriotic legislation shall continue must be deter- 
mined by the present or future legislatures. Could the funds be 
wrested from their present misappropriation and replaced in the 
hands of the State Treasurer, then there would be an additional in- 
crement and a supplemental aid which would bless by its contribu- 
tion all phases of school work. 

On account of the problen^ti9al character of the United States 
Deposit Fund there remains, as distinctly permanent and productible 
for school purposes, the Huntington Fund only, which yields annu- 
ally $12,667.88 on $211,131.46 invested. Thisisthe amount realized 
from securities received from the bequest of Arunah Huntington. 
However, a portion of this is non-pioductive as sojae of the securi- 
ties have only a nominal value. Therefore, in order that there may 
be resources sufficient and available for the state to do its share in 
the education of its children, it ought either to restore the United 
States Fund to the State Treasury, or increase the 5 per cent, state 
tax to 10 per cent. 

« 

The income from the United States Deposit Fund placed at 6 per 
cent, would yield about $36,000 ; the state tax increased to 10 per 
cent, would be about $88,000 larger than the present income from 
that source. In the one case it would be revenue from a permanent 
fund, in the other from an annual unstable tax. In either case there 
would be sufficient funds for the State to meet all the general expen- 
ses and part of the local expenses. The aggregate cost of schools 
would not be more, but the cost would be so distributed and applied 
that far larger returns would be realized than at present. 

DIVISION AND DISTRIBUTION OF PUBLIC MONEY. 

According to our present law each town is entitled to the interest 
on the portion of the United States Deposit Fund assigned it in the 
apportionment of 1891, but the interest on the Huntington Fund 
and the income from the five per cent state tax are divided and dis- 
tributed annually to the various towns according to number of legal 
schools maintained. This method of distribution places a premium 
on the maintenance of as many schools as possible, encourages the 
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support of small schools many of which are unprofitable, and the 
State consequently commits an injustice against itself. 

This principle of division may be just and commendable in some 
respects, but in towns having an incorporated graded school district, 
the present method of dividing the whole amount of public money ac- 
cording to aggregate attendance does not seem right or defensible 
and is a method contemporaneous with the incorporation of districts 

in towns adopting the town system. 

A brief synopsis of the legislation for raising and distributing public 
money is suggestive in revealing an early recognition of the principle 
of equalization in support of schools anc^ the method b}' which this 
money was divided. 

1797. ''Tbe several towns in this State, maj^nd shall have power 
to raise such sum or sums of money as the^^all think proper 
on the list of polls and ratable property of siHich towns, for 
the use and support of English schools, in their respective 
towns." "And the money so raised, shall be equVly divided 
between the several school districts according to tfi^ number 
of children in each district between the age of four a^^ eigh- 
teen years old.'' \ 

1810. '"One cent on the dollar on list of the polls and ratafeje es- 
tate of the inhabitants of their respective towns, for the x"^" 
pose of schooling" for a term of two months. 

1824. Raised to two per cent with the requirement of two month^ 
school maintained bj' each district during the year. 

1826. Raised to three per cent. 

1842. Raised to nine per cent and distributed, one-fourth equally 
among the districts and the remainder according to the num- 
ber of children between four and eighteen j-ears of age. 

1858. Nine per cent raised and divided, one -fourth equally and 
the remainder according to average daily attendance. 



1874. Nine per cent raised ; one-half divided equallj', the remain- 
der according to aggregate attendance. 

1876. If the sum raised in any town exceeds $1,200, then one-third 
divided equallj-, and the remainder according to the aggre- 
gate attendance. 



> 



18^6. Nine per cent raised; one-third divided equally, the^re- \ 

mainder according to aggregate attendance. 



\ 
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1884. In towns having the town system with an incorporated 
district, the whole divided according to the aggregate attend- 
ance. 

1888. Raised to twelve per cent. 

1890. Five per cent State tax. 

1892. Town s^'stem adopted. 

The changes in method of distribution of public money denote 
changes in the distribution of the population in the State. 

The law of 1842 marks the time when the people began to congre- 
gate in villages, resulting in the breaking-up of equalit}^ in wealthy 
population, and advantages previously existing in school districts. 
The law of 1866, marks the beginning of the era of manufacture by 
which an additional increment was given to the village, whereby the 
graded school sprang up with its larger number of weeks of school 
and its high school complement. These centripetal tendencies have 
created a disparity in the conditions of the graded and ungraded 
schools, whereby the aggregate attendance in the one has greatly in- 
creased, while that in the other has proportionately decreased. Hence,, 
in towns having an incorported district, the division of the public 
money according to the aggregate attendance throws the advantage 
more strongly in favor of the corporation than by any other method ; 
while, perhaps, the division according *o number of schools would 
cast the advantage too far the other way. 

From its verj' inception, the sole purpose of a tax for distribution 
ha 3 been to aid the weaker section financially, and this is in recog- 
nition of the principle that every child is being educated for civil 
society. 

The following table shows the difference between the extreme 
methods of division ; — that by aggregate attendance now in opera- 
tion, and that by number of schools ; — neither of which, probably, is a 
just and equitable basis. The incorporated district in each of the 
towns of Corinth and West Rutland consists of one common school 
oi ungraded character, that of Danville consists of two schools, 
while that of Proctor includes all the schools in town but one. 
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SCHOOL LAWS. 

No manufacturing industry, nor commercial enterprise, nor busi- 
ness system could be successful, nor long exist, with|its different, 
departments so alienated as they are under our present public school 
system. In fact we have no system if system means a rational inter- 
dependence and close connection of all parts into a whole for the 
performance of work. 

Our school law exhibits ambiguities and inconsistences which show 
the patch-work character of its composition. The parts are detached 
and independent, there is no close articulation, and duties of admin- 
istration are not lucidly prescribed. There are no competent agent* 
available whereby the chief educational officer can carry out a public 
school policy ; the examiners are estranged by the nature of the law 
from exerting a direct and vital influence for the improvement of the 
teacher ; the local superintendents, through limitations of time and 
fitness, are impeded in the accomplishment of what ought to be done ; 
the directors are occupied with other than specific school matters ; 
the people are engrossed with the duties of various social and 
philanthropic organizations ; all stand alone and independent and 
the work falls far short of what it ought to be. 

But the teacher, who above all others needs the co-operation and 
harmonious working of all these forces, receives the least. It is 
upon the school as the place and the teacher as the person that all 
these forces should converge and make better. 

The only wa3' in which a consistent system can be constructed 
out of present conditions is to provide suitable superintendency. 
This will serve as an arterial circuit by which the entire system 
can be replenished, freshened, and invigorated ; as a nervous system 
by which there may be received direct and immediate communica- 
tion from any section, and through which there may be transmit- 
ted ideas and plans for unifying the work and putting into oper- 
ation a poUc}'; as an anatomic system by which there may be given 
stability and body to the entire educational work. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

In addition to skilled supervision toward which public opinion- 
has been gravitating and into which it has been crystalizing dur- 
ing t^he past five years, — consideration of which is paramount to all 
other educational questions, — and in addition to a ju&t and equitable 
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division of public school funds in towns having incorporated graded 
school districts, there are a few minor matters deserving considera- 
tion to render the sections of our school law clear and compatible : 

Sec. 655 should be amended so as to provide that any person 
availing himself of a private examination shall pay a fee therefor ; 
that a certificate granted as a result of the said examination 
shall be of third grade and vaUd only until the next public exami- 
nation. 

Sec. 662 should require school directors to notify the County Ex- 
aminer of persons to whom permits are granted, together with date 
and tenure of same, in order that there may be an accessible record 
concerning such and avoid the present ease of violation of the law. 

Sec. 673 should' require directors to keep schoolhouses in suitable 
repair for school purposes and empower them to enlarge within cer- 
tain limitations of expense. 

Sec. 678 should be modified so that directors in town districts in 
towns having an incorporated district ma}' have their compensation 
paid b}' orders drawn from the town district school fund. 

Sec. 680, relative to compensation of clerk, should be modified in 
like manner. 

Sec. 686 should render it optional with the school board whether 
or not music shall be taught and not make it subject to a decision 
of the town. 

One-half of the sections pertaining to high schools and free text 
books can be abolished without any impairment of the other sec- 
tions. 

CONCLUSION. 

A Republican form of government demands intelligence on the 
part of all the people in order that the governmental pjTamid may 
rest on its base. Accordingly, advantages should be as nearly equal 
as possible and thus avoid class distinctions and civic discord. The 
unequalled advantages and opportunities of our countrj- have be- 
guiled hither vast armies who came with far different purposes from 
those that actuated the Puritans of the North or the Cavaliers of the 
South. If ignorant and undesirable foreigners are to be received 
into our civic body, it is necessarj- to mould, guide, control, and 
grade them up. 
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In addition to the mental virtues of accuracy, and judgment, 
there ought to be implanted in the heart of every child, whether of 
American or foreign birth, the pregnant principles of truth, justice, 
and righteousness. 

Our public schools should make the attendants thereon educated 
rather than intellectual; powerful rather than mechanical; practical 
rather than theoretical; expansive rather than narrowing ; cosmopol- 
itan rather than provincial ; should give them a deep, sound, full- 
orbed moral character as a basis for all activities of life. 

In appreciation of present needs, the Woman's Clubs of the State are 
rendering admirable service in holding mother's meetings, encourcCg- 
ing child study, starting kindergartens, championing curfew clubs, 
and conspiring and co working for the production of better citizens. 

The birth of the American nation was the resultant of certain civ- 
ilizing forces in the human race, such as the predominence of the 
principles of self-government and the recognition of certain inalienable 
rights. This was the genesis of certain natural institutions by which 
our American government and people are characterized, and for the 
appreciation and perpetuation of which all should be instructed and 
incited. 

Among these institutions, peculiarly American, are common 
civil liberty with no class or individual privileges granted and no 
special rights inherited ; the soveieignty of the individual by which 
he governs as well as is governed ; personal religious liberty without 
interference or dictation by the State ; a free press for the utterance 
of opinion and advocacj; of measures without restraint or censorship, 
except when uttered in violation of public morals ; and free, public, 
common school education, uniform throughout the nation, encouraged 
and supported by the various States. 

Among these institutions no one is more potent in the transform- 
ing the mixed mass of people into a homogeneous citizenship, no 
one more effective for the diffusion of the principles of our govern- 
ment and for the instillation of patriotism for our countiy, no one 
more beneficent in its results in mind and character, than the public 
fichool. 

Whatever will conduce to dignify and strengthen this ancient and 
honorable institution in Vermont should be done. It is plainly the 
duty of the State to afford its children the best possible education, 
hence all general expenditure should be incurred by the State, all 
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necessary means employed for the common good, and all work sa 
systematized that every child is in direct vital, contact with the State 
which is his guardian and patron. 

The State in protection of itself and societj', and in the discharge 
of its duty, should insist that equal privileges, so far as possible, be 
afforded all, that, as it prescribes the subjects in which the children 
shall be instructed, no one unqualified or uncredentialed shall give 
iniBtruction, and that the education of each child be under imnie- 
diate State direction and control. 

By the beauty of scenery, the purity of our air, the hospitality of 
our people, we allure within our borders for a brief sojourn each 
year a multitude of summer guests ; but more prevaiUng than the 
attractions enumerated are superior schools which would secure 
permanent residents rather than temporary. 

Whatever distinction or honor Vermont has enjoyed in the past 
on account of the excellent quality of her schools, it must be remem- 
bered that those who are children to-day will have to live under 
different social and commercial conditions and face different prob- 
lems from those which their grandfathers met. Therefore it is neces- 
sary for the State to adjust its educational policy accordingly, dis- 
cover so far as possible the conditions and exigencies of the future, 
and so equip the present great army of Vermont youth that they 
may step across the line into the next century, schooled in all those 
things that make for peace, prosperity, and the highest happiness. 

With the parity of our New England puritanism, with our legacy 
of centuries of trained minds, with the stable character and culture 
of our teachers, with the equality of mental conditions and social 
advantages, with our environment of nature and home influence, 
with the occupation of our people and their urgent desires for the 
highest and best, with a vigorous, operative, well supported school 
system, prophecy of the future is easy. 
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COUNTY EXAMINERS. 



ADDISON COUNTY. 

Hon. Mason S. Stone, Supt. of Education. 

Dear Sir : — As required by law, I respectfully submit the follow" 
iDg report of my work as County Examiner for the two years ending 
June 1,1898. 



STATISTICS. 

No. of applicants at public examinations 416 

" " " private " 50 

*' first grade certificates granted 1 

'' second" " " 79 

" third " " '' 162 

" limited third grade certificates granted 50 

" college graduate " " 7 

" certificates granted to graduates of normal schools lo- 
cated in other states ^ 5 

' ' certificates granted to graduates of approved schools 4 

Omitting the last three classes, 62.6 per cent, of the applicants at 
the examinations have received certificates. It might appear from 
the above table that all of those taking a private escamination re- 
ceived certificates, but this is not the case. 
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QUALIFICATIONS OF TEACHERS. 

I have found the teachers of Addison County not well informed 
in re^^ard to current events and scientific facts. Very few teachers 
use cancellation in the solution of problems. Seldom do I find one 
using the short method of multiplj'ing or dividing b}' an aliquot part 
of one hundred or one thousand. 1 should judge that not more 
than twenty-five per cent, understand Vermont taxes or annual in- 
terest. Probably not more than five or ten per cent are able to suc- 
cessfully teach nature study. The above remarks apply to those 
teachers only who have attended my examinations. 

ILLEGAL SCHOOLS. 

It appears that our school directors have a sui generis method of 
interpreting the law regarding permits. In several towns the direct- 
ors, while not granting more than three permits during the school 
year, have given them to persons who have already received from 
one to several. The}' understand forbidding "renewal" to mean 
"renewal during the school jear." In many cases teachers forget to 
tell the directors that they have formerly taught on permits, so the 
directors unwittingly violate the law. In a few towns permits have 
been granted ad libatum. Very seldom do school directors require 
teachers to exhibit their certificates in accordance with Sec. 651, Vt. 
Statutes. This accounts for several illegal schools in this count}'. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

1 would add to Sec. 655, Vt. Statutes, the following: "A certifi- 
cate of any grade granted on a private examination shall expire with 
the next public examination. An applicant at a private examination 
shall pay the examiner the sum of one dollar, one half to go to the 
State and one-half to the examiner.*' I would amend Sec. 662, Vt. 
Statutes, to read as follows : ' 'School directors may by ballot vote to 
issue permits to teach in particular schools for a singlie term of not 
more than twelve weeks, but no person may receive a permit who 
has previously taught on a permit, nor shall more than three per- 
mits be granted in one town during one school year. " This law has 
been greatly abused. In some cases one director has granted a per- 
mit without the concurrence or knowledge even of the other direct- 
ors. I wculd recommend a law requiring the chairman of the school 
directors to report to the county examiner such facts regarding the 
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teachers and echools of his town as the examiner may require and 
that if such director, after having received such request from the 
examiner, shall neglect for twelve days to make such report be shall 
be fined one dollar for each additional day he delays to report. Said 
fine to be collected as in Sec. 721, Vt. Statutes. For this work the 
director shall receive pay from the town in which he resides. I 
would require towns to have at least three different readers in each 
of the first three grades, so that teachers can have material for sup- 
plementary reading. I would add to Sec. 653 the following : "But 
in case the certificate was obtained at a private examination, it shall 
expire at the time of tlie next public examination." I would amend 
Sec. 4, No. 19 of the Acts of 1896 by striking out the last sentence, 
which begins with ' 'An examiner who neglects for twelve days, etc." 
This law compels us to hold ♦our examinations in two series and 
makes those who happen to come in the second series wait for their 
report from one to four weeks longer than they would were there no 
such time limit. 

SUMMER SCHOOLS. 

A summer school was held in Middlebury during August, 1897. 
the registered attendance was one hundred and five, besides a large 
number of visitors. Eminent instructors were secured and our 
teachers at trifling expense were made familiar with advanced New 
England thought and methods along educational lines. The benefits 
of the school have been evident in improved examinations in certain 
subjects and improved methods of teaching on the part of those who 
attended. The summer school is a very useful educational agent 
because man}' of our teachers can in this way only become familiar 
with modern methods. I refer to teachers who cannot afford to at- 
tend a normal school. 

TRUANCY. 

Sec. 711 is frequently violated in that the attendance of pupils is 
not continuous. Parents seem to think they have a right to keep 
their children out of school for work whenever they desire. This is 
the cause of much irregularitj', and, as ever}' teacher knows is very 
harmful to the pupil himself, as well as to the rest of the school. 

EXPERT SUPERVISION. 

There can be no doubt that our schools would be greatly benefited 
by expert supeiTision. Some teachers cling to the old ABC 
method. Some of our superintendents are familiar with no other. 
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Who can say that our schools would not be greatly improved if our 
teachers could be under the constant supervision of educators like 
those who give instruction in our summer schools. An expert su- 
pervisor cannot be hired at two dollars per day, but it may be econ- 
omy to pay the price and obtain something worthy of the name. 
Last December some thought it was a foolish waste of money for the 
United States to expend more than sixty thousand dollars in the pur- 
chase of ammunition for target practice, but to-day every true 
American will say that was a wise, economical expenditure. Of 
course those who pay the taxes must decide the question. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Thos. E. Botce. 



BENNINGTON COUNTY. 

Hon. Mason S. Stone, Superintendent of Education : 

Dear Sir ; — In accordance with the law, I have the honor to sub- 
mit the following report of the Examiner of Teachers of Bennington 
County, for the two years ending June 1, 1898. 

During the first 3'ear of this period the office was filled most ac- 
ceptably by Hon. D. K. Simonds, of Manchester. Certificates were 
granted as follows : 
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In the summer of 1896 a highly successful Summer Normal School 
was held in Manchester. In Ma}', 1897, Mr. Simonds resigned the 
position, on account of added duties in his own town. 

As there was no summer school in Bennington County in 1897, 
teachers' institutes of one day each were held late in the fall in Stam- 
ford, Bennington, Sunderland, and Peni. Two-thirds of the teachers 
of the county were registered at these meetings, and the results of the 
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lectures were plainly apparent in the examinations held subsequently. 
In August of the present year Bennington and Rutland Counties will 
unite in a summer school for teachers, to be held in Rutland. 

The report of examinations for the 3'6ar ending June 1, 1898, is as 
follows : 
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142 56.3 26 31 23 80 3 4 2 

While it is evident from the above data that there is a fair number 
of teachers of superior attainments, it is also true that a large pro- 
portion of the applicants for certificates have attended no school 
higher than the ungraded common school, and of man}' of these it is 
doubtless true that their teachers before them have had no better 
training. Under such conditions it is natural that the preparation, 
both in subject matter and in knowledge of methods, should be in- 
adequate. Yet the failures at examination cannot, as might be sup- 
posed, be attributed to deficiency' in subjects more recently' intro- 
duced, in drawing, for instance, but are due more directly to a 
general lack of thoroughness in the most elementary' branches. It 
is not surprising that one whose work in arithmetic reveals careless- 
ness, inaccuracy, and lack of system, should manifest the. same qual- 
ities in other subjects ; and it is to be expected that one who does 
not apply the principles of common sense to answering the questions 
in drawing, will reveal the same weakness in other directions. It 
may properly be added that a candidate who in the face of an ap- 
proaching examination does not acquire from a text book even the 
barest rudiments of a required subject, exhibits a lack of enterprise 
which is manifestly undesirable in a teacher and fatal to progressive 
work in a school. 

The proposed plan of expert supervision, which I trust may soon 
be adopted, will have immediate and important effects on the prepar- 
ation of teachers. It will present opportunities for the thorough 
examination of the pupils in the common branches, and will demon- 
strate the necessity for more skillful teaching. When our people 
once understand that their money is not well spent unless the pupils 
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are being trained to careful, accurate work, and to logical methods 
of thinking, and that in many cases t.he work that is done could be 
done in half the time to better advantage, we shall have less difll- 
culty in seciirinff, even from the common schools, teachers who can 
pass a reasonable examination. 

A portion of the time at each examination has been devoted to 
oral work and discussion of matters relating to teaching suggested 
by the examination. The character of the points brought up at these 
informal confeiences reveals the need of assistance and fumiahes an 
■ added and most convincing proof of the necessity for helpful, intel- 
ligent, and constant supervision. 

Out educational progress haa been so rapid during the past few 
years that, believing some steps to be necessary in the direction of 
unifying and perfecting existing laws, I beg to pi-esent the following 
suggestions, which represent the gist of my report at the last meet- 
ing of the Vermont Schoolmasters' Club, 

First— That all permits be recorded in the office of the examiner 
of a coHUty bflfore being used for teaching in that county. 

Second — That school committees send to the examiner a list of the 
teachers engaged, at the opening of each term of school, or before 
the teachers have commenced their work. 

Third — That at the end of thf school year the town clerk send to 
the examiner a statement from the registers, showing for each. school 
the namea of the teachers and the number of weeks taught by each. 

Fourth — That all these steps be neceasaiy in order that a school 
may draw public money, and that the examiner's statement be used 
in determining the number of legal schools in a town. 

A law of this kind would tend Co harmonize and render most 
effective the present school laws. There will be less opportunity 
for evasion orjnisunderstanding. and the greater formality given to 
the nmtter.af permits will tend to lessen their number and to render 
eftfective tlie laws in regard to them. The present condition tends 
tobi-ing about irregularity and irresponsibility. The difficulty of 
getting proper returns from school directors and of tracing up ir- 
regular certificates or permits, together with the fact that in many 
oases certificates are never actually seen by school officials, make it 
evident that some further action ia necessary in order to enforce to 
advantage the present very wise laws. 

Respectfully submitted, 

John L. Alger, Examiner. 
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CALEDONIA COUNTY. : 

Hon. Mason S. Stone, State Superintendent of Education : 

Dear Sir :— I have the honor to submit the following report as 
examiner of teachers for Caledonia county for the biennial term end- 
ing June 1, 1898 : 

EXAMINATIONS. 

Examinations have been held at six different places in the county, 
selected by the town superintendents at the time the work was 
organized under the present system. 

At the summer examination, 1896, 86 candidates were examined, 
and 2 first grade, 26 second grade, 30 third grade, and 4 third grade 
limited certificates weie issued, a total of 62, or 72.1 percent of 
those examined. At the fall examination there were 38 candidates, 
25 of whom, or 66 per cent, received certificates, viz., 10 second 
grade, 12 third grade, and 3 third grade limited. 

In the spring of 1897. 110 candidates *vere examined, and 87 cer- 
tificates, a total of 79 per cent, were issued. Of these there were 46 
second grade, 37 third grade, and 4 third grade limited. At the 
summer examination of the same year there were 80 candidates, and 
65 certificates issued — 44 second grade, 21 third grade, and 2 third 
grade limited — a total of 81 percent. At the fall examination 20 
candidates presented themselves for examination, and 16 certificates 
were issued, viz., 8 second grade, 7 third grade, and 1 third grade 
limited, a total of 80 per cent. 

At the spring examination, 1898, 101 candidates were examined, 
and 68, or 67.3 per cent licepsed to teach. Certificates were issued 
as follows : 1 first grade, 36 second, grade, 27 third grade, and 4 
third grade limited. 

During the two j'ears there were 435 candidates examined and 325 
certificates issued ^ or 74.25 percent of the total number examined. 
There have . been issued^3 first grade, 170 second grade, 134 third 
grade , an d 1 8 th ird grade limited cierti ficates. D u r i ng the sa m e 
time Lhave granti2d:6cailege graduate certificates^ 15 certificates to 
graduated .of approved' secondary schools, and one life certificate, 
making a total o£ 3^7 Mcenseai issued during the biennial period end^ 
ing June 1, 1898. . 
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The examinations show a steady advance in preparation on the 
t)art of candidates all along the line, but more particularly in the 
matter of professional training. This gratifj'ing result is due largely 
to the influence of the summer schools, and to some extent, doubt- 
less, to the better training in professional lines now provided in most 
of our high schools and academies. Nearly all such schools in this 
county' have arranged couises of stud}* in ^^ Principles and Methods 
of Teaching," and I am informed that these courses are quite exten- 
sively patronized by students having teaching in view. 

SUMMER SCHOOLS. 

I have conducted a summer school, known as the Caledonia 
County Normal Training School, at St. Johnsbury during the past 
three years. It was organized in 1895, and its first session held 
August 12-24. Mention of this session of the school was made in 
my report two years ago. 

The second session was held at St. Johnsbury, August 3-15, 1896. 
There were present in attendance upon the school during the session 
145 teachers, the larger proportion of whom came from the towns in 
this county. The third session was held at the same place, August 
2-14, 1897, and proved the most successful school of the series. 
There were 159 teachers in attendance, taxing pretty nearly to its 
full capacity the accommodations of the school. - 

We are much indebted to the people of St. Johnsburj', and 
-^slTfecially to the school officers of the town, for the unqualified suc- 
cess of the school. The people seem to appreciate the educational 
value of such a school in their midst, and give it their hejrty sup- 
port. 

The summer school has come to sta}', and it only remains for steps 
to he taken to secure the full measure of its benefits to be derived 
from a more general attendance of the teachers throughout the state. 
I am in favor of making attendance upon some summer school in a 
sense compulsorj- upon all teacJiers of certain grades and experience. 
The diflficulty is, if teachers are left to choose for themselves, those 
who most need tha school are least liable to attend. The wide- 
-awake, progressive teacher needs no compulsion ; she will be sure to 
iavail herself of every opportunity* for improvement. It is the teach- 
er, or rather the school keeper, who is contented with her condi- 
tion, however poor and unsatisfactory, that needs the spur. This 
condition would, to my mind, be greatly improved if we had more 
systematic school supervision. 
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SCHOOL SUPERVISION. 

In the town system and free text-books we have a business basis 
upon which to build up and improve our schools. The prime ele- 
ment of a good school, however, is a good teacher ; and it matters 
not how ample provisions are made for a good school, if the teacher 
who presides over its destinies is mediocre or worse, the school wiU 
be the same also. If in an}' section of the state the schools are not 
improving as desired, the people may rest assured that the fault lies 
mainl}', or wholly, in the quality of the teachers bein^ employed, or 
the skill which they bring to their work. To make any decided ad- 
vancement from our present condition there must be a shaking up,, 
and teachers and people alike come to know that knowledge of sub- 
jects alone does not tit one to teach those subjects. When teaching 
comes to be recognized as a profession, which it is in the highest 
sense, we shall have better teachers, better supervision, and conse- 
quently better schools. 

In my report two years ago I discussed this matter to considerable 
length, and do not care to multiply words now. I am thoroughly 
convinced that the serious lack of our schools at the present time is 
in the matter of supervision. We have plenty of material for good 
teachers if properly trained and directed. By supervision I do not 
mean mere visiting of schools, but a supervision that supervises ; a 
supei vision that will make a good teacher a better one, and that 
strengthens and builds up the teacher of moderate ability and expe- 
rience. No greater service could be rendered the state at the present 
time, in connection with its schools, than to secure a practical sys- 
tem of skilled supervision. 

The problem presents several difficulties, but I am convinced that 
a plan can be evolved that will be found adapted to the conditions 
existing in this state. It would probably cost the state more to 
secure such supervision ; but the additional expense is insignificant 
when compared with the large interest and the immense sum staked 
on our school svstem. 

The application of a little business common sense to the manage- 
ment of our schools would dictate a change of policy in their super- 
vision. What business man would place the management of allairs 
involving large suras of money in the hands of an inexperienced fore- 
man, simply because he was well educated or was recognized in the 
community as a ^'good fellow?" Nothing short of the highest skill 
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ought to recommend a persou to take charge of the delicate basiness 
of edacating our sons and daughters. 

It is to be earnestly desired that some mo>e be made toward 
skilled supervision during the coming session of the legislature. 

Respectfully submitted, 

W. H. Taylor. 



CHITTENDEN COUNTY. 

Hon. Mason S. Stone, Superintendent of Education. 

In accordance with the law I respectfully submit the following re- 
port as Examiner of Teachers in Chittenden county for the period 
-ending June 1, 1898. Public examinations have been held in this 
county at places, \isually four, that seemed best fitted to accommo- 
date candidates. I believe that there has been some improvement, at 
least in preparation, in our teachers as the per cent receiving cer- 
tificates, according to report in 1896, was 53.9. In the past two 
years 63.7 per cent, have passed the eximination. Twelve private 
^examinations have been given, the candidates receiving limited third 
grade certificates with one exception. The applicant in this case was 
given a third grade. The following table gives full st-itistics : 
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In the summer of 1897 a school of methods was held at Essex 
Junction. The attendance was very good, but not what it should 
have been, many teachers seeming to fail to recognize the ad van- 
stages accruing to them from a course in summer school. Instruction 
was given in methods of teaching Arithmetic, Phj'siology, History; 
Drawing, Geography, English and Reading. General periods were 
• devoted to Psj'chology,' Ped^ogy and Morals and Manners. The fol- 
lowing is a list of instructors : Principal Walter E. Ranger, Johnson, 
Tt.; Supt. G. H. Danforth^ Westfield, Mass.; Miss Ellen Hyde, Prin- 
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cipal of Normal School, Framingham, Mass. ; Miss Lizzie C. Allen ,- 
Brookline, Mass.; Mr. G. T. Fletcher, Northampton, Mass.; Mr. B. 
C. Day, New York City; Principal W. D. Parsons, Swanton, Vt. In 
the winter of 1898 the Chittenden County Teachers Association was- 
fOrmed, with Principal Edwin Howard Johnson of Essex Junction as 
president. The association began its career with flattering pros- 
pects in a meeting held March 4 and 5. Its aim is to promote the 
professional, Jiterary and social welfare of the teachers of this county. 
In some towns school officers are not especially careful to require- 
teachers to exhibit certificates before engaging them. This has led^ 
to serious complications, ending in some instances in the loss of pay 
of teacher for a whole term and considerable trouble to the directors. 
I would suggeert that some change is needed in the law controlling 
Secondary Preparatory Schools, placing some restriction on the num- 
ber and giving charge of supervision and final examinations to a 
commission similar to that required for Normal Schools. But the 
greatest need in our schools is expert supervision. Business men^, 
school officers among the rest, employ men skilled in particular lines- 
to look after their affairs. Why should not sound business methods 
be applied to our schools and men who have made a specialty of 
schools and school work be employed to advise and suggest in edu- 
cational matters? It appears from past experiences that a county is 
too large a territor}' for one man to supervise. Then divide it into 
districts and put a "live" expert over each one. 

With expert supervision, in my judgment, goes centralization of 
schools. Give a town a first class central school, even at the cost of 
a new school building, a corps of skilled teachers and necessary ap- 
pliances, and it would prove a matter of economy. Enough could 
be saved in teachers' wages, fuel, etc., to pa}' the town's share of 
salary of supervisor, and more too. Vermont, who has furnished so 
man}' teachers to other states, should not be behind in methods of 
management of her rural schools. Respectfully, 

John E. Allen. 
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ESSEX COUNTY. 

Hon. Mason S. Stone, Superintendent of Education : 

Dear Sir: — The following is a report of teachers* examinations 
held in Essex County durinqf the year 1897, to the date of my resig- 
nation as examiner : 



DATE. 



PLACES OF EXAMINATION. 



as 



1897. 

February 23-24 

March 3-4 ... 

March 5-0 

March 8-9 

March 10-11 

March 12-13 

April 24 

May 8 

August 18-19 

August 20-21 

August 23-24 

August 25-26 

August 27-28 

Sept. 2 

oCpt. O «••. ........ 

April 7, granted one 
college graduate. 

March 5, granted one 
graduate of secondary 
school ". 

March 5, granted .one 
graduate of uoriual 
school 



West Concord 14 

Island Pond I 21 



Norton Mills. 

Canaan 

Bloomfield 

Guildhall 

Bloomfield (special) 

Guildhall 

West Concord 

Lunenburgh 

Canaan. 

Bloomfield 

Island Pond 

Guildhall 

Norton Mills 



3 
14 
7 
5 
1 
6 
2 
1 
1 
3 
2 
4 
1 
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As I have observed the operation of our present school law all 
doubts of its sure and steady improvement of our schools have been 
rtanovod. The teachers have received from it an inspiration, and, 
in ^'cneral, have met its requirements. While this struggle to 
answer its demands is attended with development, I sincerely be- 
lieve we should carry the system a little further, and give our teachers 
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the greatest and most direct assistance possible, by expert super- 
vision. An able supervisor, observing and correcting the defects in 
a teacher's methods, would aid both teacher and pupils to such an 
extent that, could our legislators realize it, expert supervision would 
be added to our present excellent system at the next session. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Porter H. Dale. 



Hon. Mason S Stone, State Supt. of Education, Montpelier, Vt. : 

Esteemed Sir: — In accordance with law I present my report as 
teachers' examiner for Essex county. Having held the office only 
since August last, my report should be correspondingly brief. 

Examinations have been held at West Concord, Lunenburg, Guild- 
hall, Bloomfield, Island Pond, Norton Mills and Canaan ; these 
localities seeming to meet fully the requirements of the applicants in 
our county. In ever}' request for a private examination careful in- 
vestigation has been made, the examiner satisfying himself of the 
justice of the plea. It is plain that every effort should be made to 
reduce the number of such examinations. The summary of results 
of all the examinations and certificates granted is given in the table 
below. 

1896— ESSEX COUNTY— 1898. 



Number of 
Applicants. 


Per cent 

receiving 

certificates. 


• 

1 


• 

1 

1 


• 
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Third Grade 
Limited. 
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e3 


College 
Graduate. 


Secondary 

School 
Graduate. 
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Normal 
Graduate. 


1 


190 


74.7 
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65 


73 


3 
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1 
1 


1 
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Certainly the plan of required examinations leads directly to better 
prepared teachers. The arrangement of two sets of questions virtu- 
ally removes the danger ol collusion between earl}' and late appli- 
cants at the same series of examinations. Here, as in the case of 
the necessary evil of pei mits, the true safeguard is in the cultivation 
of a higher professional feeling on the part of the teachers, and 
a clearer sense of duty on the part of school boards in the selec- 
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tion of teachers . Expeit supervision lias usually proved to be 8 
great enlivener of the consciences of school boards and teacher» 
alike in this important paiticniar. 

Improvement in teaching under the present system is necessarily 
slow ; we ought to rejoice — and do heartil}' rejoice — to see some 
actual gain in professional pride that foibids getting along with the 
minimum knowledge that will gain a certificate. Inquiries made 
about first grade certificates and how to study for them in a broad 
way are encouraging signs truly. But such teachers need the incen- 
tive that their better work will be properly appreciated and its quality 
judged b}' txpeitp, to lead them to still higher efforts. 

A well known historian describes the happy change wrought by 
our ''grand ()ld constitution" in 1789, as a change from a ''band of 
states" to a '^banded state." So we ouqfht to be able to hope that 
the enlight ned town system which changed our bands of <schoola 
into banded schools ma}' quickly receive the one thing needful — 
expert supervision — for the full accomplishment of the efficient all- 
round education of our youth; an education which means the better- 
ment of all our young people in the essential of character building m 
the best sense of the word, to be furnished to them with the least 
waste of time and money. Having taught a rural school in Vermont, 
having been a member of a Vermont town school board, and a Ver- 
mont county i xaminer, the writer feels the urgent need today of 
expert supervision, that is, intelligent, lational supervision, adapted 
to the needs of the supervised, as the keystone to the noble arcb 
built up of our improved town system with its free text books and 
appliances, its sensible certification of teachers, its judicious course 
of study, its inspiring institutes, and its stimulating summer schools^ 
That such supervision costs money is true ; but so do all good things, 
our Legislature included. Without doubt Solomon in his far- 
reaching wisdom had just this case in mind when he addressed 
sapient political economists after this fashion : ''There is that scat- 
tereth and vet" increaseth ; and there is that withlioldeth moie than 
is meet, but it tendeth to poverty." The problem toda}' in education 
is to brinqf about an earnest, whole-souled co-operation among school 
boards, parents, teachers, and pupils. Once established, the friction 
caused by questions of transportation, closing unprofitable schools, 
et, cet. would never arise. A tactful, broad-minded superintendent 
is the one most likely to reduce difiilculties to their lowest terms. 
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The masterful presentation of the subject of expert supervision by 
our honored chief in his last logical report makes any words 
from ma super luous. But in the light of experience it can truly 
be said that the value of intelligent teaching with — not under 
— a trained superintendent is as much above the hap-hazard go-as- 
you-please lesson -hearing — so often indulged in because the teacher 
knows no other — as a chestnut horse is superior to a horse chestnut. 

K yevy helpful series of institutes was held last fall at Canaan, 
Island Pond, Bloomfield and Lunenburg. Much interest was 
awakened, and beneficial results have continued. The county was 
especially fortunate in the instructors. 

In closing, the examiner would express his hearty appreciation of 
the generous help and kindness extended to him by the State Super- 
intendent, and b}^ his courteous predecessor in office ; and he also 
thanks all with whom his business has brought him in contact for 
their gracious consideration. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Edmui^d W. Wright. 



FRANKLIN COUNTY. 

Hon. Mason S. Stone, Superintendent of Education. 

In accordance with the requirements of the lavi^, I herewith submit 
my report as Examiner of Teachers for Franklin Count}^, for the bi- 
ennial term ending June 1, 1898. 

During each year I have held seven public examinations at places 
in the county where it was thought that the teachers would be best 
accommodated. Four examinations have been held in the summer 
and three in the spring. It has been my purpose to discourage pri- 
vate examinations as much as possible, though I have never refused 
anyone the privilege. 

Two hundred and seventeen applicants attended the public exam- 
inations; of this number, one received a first grade certificate, 
seventy-seven received second grade certificates, fifty received third 
grade certificates and eighty- nine failed to reach the required stand- 
ard, or were not of legal age. There has been forwarded to me by 
examiners in other counties eleven sets of papers; of these five re- 
ceived third grade certificates and six failed to pass. 
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I have issued forty-eight certificates to graduates of high schools 
and academies who have taken the prescribed Pedagogical Course;, 
fifteen of these cei*tificates were given to graduates of Biigham Acad- 
emy at Bakersfield, nine to graduates of High School at Enosburg- 
Falls, fifteen to graduates of St. Albans Academy and High School 
of St. Albans, eight to graduates of Union High Schoot at 
Swanton, and one to a graduate of the Montpelier Seminary of 
Montpelier. 

Four certificates have been granted to graduates of normal schools 
outside of the State, and three to college graduates. 

I have granted twenty-one private examinations, and to each ap- 
plicant have issued a limited certificate. 

In August, 1896 a summer school was held at St. Albans, at 
which one hundred and forty-five teachers were registered. Arrange- 
ments are being made for holding another summer school the comings 
summer. 

So far as I can learn no vital change in our school laws is needed » 
unless it be expert supervision of schools. It will be a happy day 
for the schools of Vermont when this deficiency is supplied. 

Respectfully submitted, 

H. E. RusTEDT, Countv Examiner. 



GRAND ISLE COUNTY. 

Hon. Mason S. Stone, Superintendent of Education : 

Dear Sir: — I herewith submit a report of my work as Ex- 
aminer of Teachers for Grand Isle County, from June 1, 1896, to 
June 1, 1898. During this term I have held thirteen public exam- 
inations, six of them were held in Grand Isle, six in Al burgh, and a 
special one in North Hero. I have also granted nine private exam-^ 
inations. The result of these maj' be seen in the following summary : 
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It is extremely gratifying to note the increasing interest among 
the teachers and people. Our teachers are doing better work every 
year. This fact I attribute to our system of examinations, our sum- 
mer schools, and tbe vivifying power of the man who holds the 
Teins. This is as it should be. Yeimont has long been lagging in 
the procession, and I hope the time is not far distant when, if we 
cannot lead, we maj' at least keep abreast of our sister states. Our 
one great need at present is better supervision, and I feel confident 
that the twentieth centuiy will bring it. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lenora E. Marvin. 



LAMOILLE COUNTY. 

Hon. Mason S. Stone, State Superintendent of Education. 

In accordance with a provision of the statute, I herewith submit 
to you my report as Examiner of Teachers for Lamoille County dur- 
ing the biennial term ending June 1, 1898. 

Number of applicants 187 

Per cent, receiving certificates 73 

First grade certificates 4 

Second grade " 82 

Third grade " 36 

Third grade " limited 16 

Total 137 

College graduates 

Secondary school graduates 19 

Life certificate 1 

Normal graduates 1 

Total 158 

The present system has seemed, during the past two years, to 
work more satisfactory both to teachers and people. We are com- 
ing to know the intention of the law more thoroughly and with each 
discovery is found an element of strength. The schools are better 
equipped with appliances, and the benefits of free text books become 



VERMONT SCHOOL REPORT. 



more apparent with eveij year's use. We have now the basis of a 
good school law ; if this could be aiipplemenled by a provision for 
expert supervision, we should see roarked improvement in the gene- 
ral working of the system. This, in my judgment, is the greet need 
of our schools. Summer schools ure doing much by way of suggest- 
ing to teachers new and improved methods of teitching, but many of 
our teacliers are young and iuesperieDced. They need and want, in 
their daily work, the tlioughtful oversight and wise counsel of an 
efficient superintendent. . Town sttperintendents haTe, in many 
casts, rendered valuable aid, but they have not the opportunity or au- 
thority to make their work what they know it should be. It ia ear- 
nestly hoped that coming legislation will make this needed provision 
for our schools. Respectfully submitted, 

W. A. Beebk, County Examiner. 



ORANGE COUNTY. 
Hon. Mason S. Stone, Superintendent of Education : 

Dear Sir : — In accordance with the provisions of Ihe law, I have 
hereby the honor to submit to yon the following report of my work 
as Examiner of Teachers for Orange County for the portion of my 
biennial term ending -June 1, 1898. 

There have been held during this time twenty public examinations 
and five special examinations in seven different towns. The result 
of these e.taminations may be seen in the following table. 
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It is to be noticed that the percentage of applicants who receivid 
certificates in the last series of examinations is smaller than usual, 
due no doubt to the fact that a lar^^e number of the applicants were 
takinor their first examination. 

It would seem ol great advantage to all teachers if we could have 
the examination questions published in the papers of the State after 
they have been used. The teachers are anxious to come to the ex- 
aminations well prepared, and it might be an aid to them in the 
work of preparation. The teachers of this county are feeling the 
need of expert supervision more keenly than ever. The people de- 
mand more of them every year, and they are handicapped by the 
lack of skilled direction, and it is hoped that Vermont will take the 
steps necessary to secure this boon for her teachers. 

The first summer school for Orange County was held in 1897 at 
Randolph, and it proved of great value to the teachers. The in- 
structors were able and enthusiastic, and the teachers were prompt 
in their attendance, even to the last exercise, more than one hun- 
dred on the average being present at morning roll call. 

We are anticipating even greater returns from the school this 3'ear. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Fred E. Prichard, 

Countv Examiner. 



ORLEANS COUNTY. 

Hon. Mason S. Stone, Superintendent of Education. 

The following is my report for 1897-8. I have held examinations 
at places and times as follows : 

Barton, July 27 and 28, 1 
No. Craftsbury, July 29^ and 30, 1896 
Westfield, July 31 and Aug. 1, 
i West Charleston, Aug. 3 and 4, 
Barton, Nov. 24 eind. 25, 
Derby, Februaiy 19 and 20, 
Barton L'd g, Feb. 22 and 23, 
Craftsbury, Feb. 24 and 25, 
Troy, Feb. 26 and 27, 
Westfield, July 26 and 27, 
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No. Ciaftsbury, July 28 and 29, 

Baiton, Aug. 16 and 17, '* 

Deiby, Aug. 18 and 19, *' 

Barton L*d*g, Nov. 26 and 27, " 

Derby, February 18 and 19, 1898 

No. Troy, Feb. 21 and 22, '* 

Barton, Feb. 23 and 24, *' 

Barton L*d'g, April 15 and 16, '' 

fNo. Craftsbury, Apr. 15 and 16, *' 
(Conducted by Cora Belle Allen, 

Applicants for private examination, 

Tolal, 
Applicants below legal age, 

Applicants of legal age, 
Total failures. 

Number passed, 

Per cent, receiving certificates, 



CERTIFICATES GRANTED. 

1st grade 2nd grade 8rd grade Limited 3rd grade Total 
3 137 125 20 285 



CERTIFICATES GRANTED WITHOUT EXAMINATION. 

C)ollege gl*aduatcs. Secondary graduates. Life. 

1 30 2 83 
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377 




92 




285 




74.2 





Grand total, 318 

If the above tabulation is compared with my last report, several 
'features will be noticed in which the two reports differ and a word 
K>1 attempted explanation may be apropos. 

1. The number of candidates is less, due in part no doubt to the 
fact that two schools in the county are graduating their pupils fiom 
the Teachers* Course, thus giving to such a two years certificate 
without examination. 

2. The per cent of those who passed is 9. 1 less. Experience has 
taught me that it is well to mark somewhat more closely than 
formerly. 
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3. The number of teachers taking second grade certificates is 12 
more than those who have taken third grade. This seems to be a 
strong and conclusive argument in favor of the examination system 
and its continuance. 

SUMMER SCHOOL. 

The usual summer school of this county was held at Barton in 
1897. The best talent within our reach was obtained . The instruc- 
tion was excellent, but the attendance was small, so much so that 
with the help of the full amount granted by the State to this school 
the receipts from tuition and advertising lacked a few dollars of pay- 
ing the bills. The friends and olHcers of the school have done what 
they could within the bounds of good sense to increase the attend- 
ance each year. It is due the teachers that mention be made of the 
really large number i. e. the same teachers, that is present every 
year. 

THE TEACHERS. 

There is a constantly' growing interest on the part of the young^ 
who desire to teach to quaUfy fully for it. Their eagerness in fol- 
lowing the examinations and determination to pass a high marking 
in the tests are especially commendable. It is a strong incentive to 
study as students and a guarantee that the best material is being 
prepared to teach when they shall have arrived at the legal age. 
They are foiming the habit of hard study, exactness, neatness and 
self reliance. The schools in our villages are in the care of the best 
teachers our school directors can get. Specially to be mentioned 
are Barton, Craftsbury and Derby academies. Barton Landing, New- 
port and North Troy high and graded schools. These schools have 
at their heads college bred men, who are helped by able corps of as- 
sistants. The young teachers and the less successful are left to 
carry on the work in the rural districts. This brings us to the ques- 
tion of better supervision. 

SUPERVISION. 

Vermont has much in her educational system of which she may be 
proud. Her examination system is second to none. The people 
are perfectly satisfied with the town system and the free text book 
law. These improvements are working out excellent results. Our 
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aoademies and high schools are graduating each ye&v from 30 to 50 
pnpils well grounded and developed iu their reepectire couisea of 
-studies. Two of these academies do special work in what is called 
a TeacherB* Couree. This at best is only theory, because the child 
is not theie to be taught by a pi-actical application of the theories. 
It bears fruit, no doubt, in many casee. As the farmer teaches his 
boys skill in handling tools by observing and showing them by actu- 
ally using the tools in the presence of the boys, so our young teach- 
ers need direction in this impotlant work of teaching by meD and 
women trained and experienced in the art of teaching and child 
development. The system thus far developed is like one of our fine 
-naval deets without an Admiral. This new factor is required, to 
-carry into effect the wishes and plana of the State Superintendent of 
Education. Respectfiilly submitted, 

G. A. Andbewb, Examiner. 



RUTLAND COUNTY. 



Hon. Mason S. Stone, State Superintendent of Education : 

Dear Sie : — Agreeable to statutory requirements I hereby submit 
the repoit of the Examiner of Teachers for Rutland County, for the 
biennial term ending June 1, 1898. Coming to this position uiion 
the resignation of Alfred Turner, September 20, 189T, only two of 
the examinations were conducted by me. 

The results of the six examinations are given in the following 
Uble: 
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The large number of limited third grade certificates given at our 
last examination was due in pai*t to my wish to carry over to the 
next examination some teachers who were represented as doing good 
work in their schools, yet failed in one or a few subjects, and in part 
to the fact that after the examination some teachers engaged to fill 
unexpected vacancies took private examinations, and necessarily 
received the limited certificate. 

DRAWING. 

The subject in which most lack of preparation is shown is drawing. 
Confessedly the schools in which the teachers of former years were- 
trained gave too little attention to this branch of study. But while^ 
there is now, perhaps, no occasion for such a criticism, still little 
more is being done in our ungraded schools, and in some of the 
graded, to awaken a love for the beautiful in the children, or give 
them skill in the very practical art of drawing. 

Until the school boards uniformly provide the necessary outfit and 
require that drawing be taught, many of the teachers will continue 
to treat the prescribed examination in this subject as an imperti* 
nence. 

We have experienced some difficulty in securing the names of the 
teachers in the county. If the ofiice of examiner is to be continued 
as now, the secretaries of the boards of directors of the several 
towns should be required to furnish the examiner, M' the end of the 
second week of each term, the names of the teachers employed in 
their respective towns, together with the grade and date of the 
certificates held by each. 

This would do something towards unifying our school system. 
The examiner would then know, as he frequently now cannot, wha 
the teachers are, and by what authority they hold their positions. 
But even then there would be a "great gulf fixed" between the 
schools and the source of the teachers' licenses. 

True we have the town superintendent, but he can do little to 
bridge the chasm. The tenure by which he holds his (fflce renders 
him nil in liberalizing the policy of a scliocl board inclined to excess- 
ive economy. And the meagre stipend given anticipates that with a. 
few hasty visits to the schools and the making of an annual report 
his duties are ended. 
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The town superintendency is a surviving feature of an extinct 
school system. All the circumstances that gave it whatever effic- 
iency it once possessed are now wanting. County or district super- 
intendency is an essential factor in an educational system, including 
town control of the schools. 

The legislation that gave us uniform examinations was truly pro- 
gressive. But suppose that we, upon being satisfied with the literary 
qualifications of our teachers, turn them loose to pursue their own 
ideals, or to ramble about without ideals ? 

Skilled supervision would insure improved methods and increased 
enthusiasm on the part of the belter class of teachers, and the elimi- 
nation of the predestined incompetents ; it would, too, through the 
sharp impact of an expert with the school boards overcome the con- 
servatism of frugality in the matter of supplies, and needed appar- 
atus, books of reference and necessar}- appHances, would not be long 
"wanting. 

The one great need of our schools at present is supervision. No 
progress, or little at best, can be hoped for till this need is supplied. 

Arrangements have been perfected for holding a School of Methods 
for the teachers of Rutland and Beunington counties, August 1—12. 

The Rutland High School buildings will be used by the school. 
Following are the names of the instructors who have been employed : 

Superintendent I. Freeman Hall, North Adams, Mass. 

Superintendent George I. Aldrich, Newton, Mass. 

Principal Edwin A. Whitehill, Woodstock. 

Superintendent John L. Alger, Bennington. 

Mrs. Edith Good3'ear Alger, Bennington. 

Principal P. K. Leavenworth, Castleton Normal School, Castleton. 

Miss Sarah J. Whitnej', Castleton Normal School, Castleton. 

Hon. Mason S. Stone, State Superintendent of Education. 

Respectfull}' submitted, 

Charles H. Dunton, Examiner. 



WASHINGTON COUNTY. 

Hon. Mason S. Stone, Superintendent of Education : 

Dear Sir : — In ac<}ordance with the provisions of the law, I have 
the honor of submitting to you a report of my work as Examiner of 
Teachers for Washington County for the biennial term ending June 
1, 1898. 
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During the past two 3'ears I have held t went}'- five public examin- 
tions and tvyo special examinations, in nine different towns. The 
following table shows the results of these examinations : 

00 ?-• r^ 



•t^ Qi 



a 



03 a; . O) . r^ c; r^ 



440 56.3 7 126 99 17 248 12 13 6 2 33 

It is gratifying to note a substantial gain in the per cent of those 
receiving certificates — in 1896-96,48.5 per cent; in 1897 98,56.3 
per cent. These figures, however, do not measure the improvement 
of our teachers along the lines covered by the examinations. There 
has been an awakening among teachers and school oflScers to the 
needs of a higher standard of scholarship and professional training 
as essential prerequisites to the granting of certificates. The true 
teacher is always learning. His real mission is to give a more abun- 
dant life to his pupils, and to give it to others he must first have it 
himself. 

As a whole the teachers of this county are faithfal, energetic, and 
progressive. Educational interests, however, suffer from the lack of 
more skilful management. Our school officers work with the best 
of intentions, yet few of them have had the training necessary to fit 
themselves for superintending the details of actual school work. 
Few towns attempt systematic supervision, consequently the effect- 
iveness of the school is measured bj' the eflSciencj^ of the teacher. 
To insure good results in more schools we need better superinten- 
dents. In other states skilled supervision secures better teachers 
and better directed effort, greater regularit}^ in attendance, moie 
careful classification of pupils, greater economy in school expendi- 
tures, and more intelligent interest among citizens in school work. 
The advantages of skilled supervision are no longer problematical, 
but are apparent in neighboring states. The time is ripe for our 
own State to adopt some system of eflScient supervision. 

It seems to me a law should be passed fixing the residence of 
children for school purposes. This v>ould save much annoyance vol 
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collecting tuitions and compel each distiict to educate its own chil- 
dren. 

It is generally conceded that good work cannot be done in schools 
of less than ten pupils. Ni^twithstanding this, the noanner of distrib- 
uting the State school tax tends to maintain and multiply small 
schools. This policy is bad from an educational standix>int. It is 
also unjust to the towns maintaining large schools ; ihereibre* I be- 
lieve the term school should be defined as to number of pupils as weU 
as to number of weeks ; or some considerable part of the State school 
tax be divided according to aggregate attendance of pupils. 

The present method of granting permits is too uncertain. While 
it is the evident intention of the law that no person shall bold a sec- 
ond permit, it is a well known fact that some school directors gi*ant 
and some school teachers rcci ive them ad libitum. This flagrant 
abuseof the law could be remedied by requiring all permits to be 
granted b}- the Examiner of Teachers upon the recommendation of 
the Ct airman of the Board of School Directors of the town where 
the school is situated. 

With the hearty co operation of the school directors and superin- 
tendents of the county, I have succeeded in reducing the number of 
private examinations from twenty two to five. It is now generally 
understood that private examinations are not granted without sub- 
stantial reasons. 

In submitting this report I wish to thank you personall}' for the 
courtesies shown me during the past two years and also the several 
school officers in the county for their generous assistance in carrying 
forward the work for better schools. 

CD. Mathewson, 

Examiner of Teachers. 

Barre, Vt., June 23, 1898. 



WINDHAM COUNTY. 

Hon. Mason S. Stone, State Superintendent of Education : 

Dear Sir : — As required by statute I submit this, my report as 
Examiner of Teachers for Windham Coun:y for the two years ending 
June 1, 1898. 

The following is a tabulated statement of the results of my work 
so far as granting of certificates is concerned : 
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453 2 166 106 16 12 4 15 311 

The number of applicants is larger than many other biennial 
periods, but the number of certificates issued is rather less than in 
the preceding period, which decrease has been caused by a little 
closer enforcement of the examinations, perhaps, but mostly by the 
fact that it is quite the fashion for those who have no wish to secure 
a certificate but do desire to do the work as a matter of educational 
experience, to attend the examinations. 

The town system seems to have passed the experimental stage, 
and to be fully accepted as a. settled policy, for it has surely proved 
its superiority to the old system of districts. 

The same ma}' be said of the free text book provisions as a whole. 
I feel that the legislature made a mistake in providing that free text 
books are required to be furnished only for the common school 
studies. It is an undoubted fact that, where free text books are 
supplied to the liigh school scholars, the number who can and do 
attend the high schools ha& largely increased, and for the very rea- 
son that books are so furnished. In this way many are encouraged 
to secure higher education who otherwise are debarred therefrom. 
Some towns have wisely provided for their schools by special vote. 
The State cannot afford to lower the educational advantages that it 
offers the next generation of citizens. 

I wish to emphasize what was said in my report of 1896 in re- 
gard to the necessity of securing more and better supervision for our 
schools in general. Some of our large towns do provide for expert 
supervinon, but the smaller towns do not and cannot do this with 
their limited financial resources, and they are the ones that need it 
most. I trust that some method of district supervision will be pro- 
vided for soon, and at the expense of the State in whole or in part. 

For the first time this count}' had a summer school in 1897, and 
one is provided for the present season. Thef e is no doubt th&t 
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much good has been accomplished by these schools, but I feel that 
they could be made much more valuable if there were more profes- 
sional supervision, which would put the teachers more in line to re- 
ceive the full benefit that should be derived from the summer school. 
Much has been accomplished for the cause of education in our 
State during the last decade, and I trust and believe that this im- 
provement will continue with increasing power under the wfse and 
fostering care of our legislators. 

H. D. Eydbr, 

County Examiner. 



WINDSOR COUNTY. 

Hon. Mason S. Stone, State Superintendent of Education. 

In accordance with the law, I submit the following report as Ex- 
aminer of Teachers for Windsor County for the two years ending 

June 1, 1898. 

No. of applicants 350 

Per cent, receiving certificates 68. 

First grade 5 

Second grade 129 

Third grade 83 

Third grade limited 21 

Total 238 

College graduates 6 

Secondary school graduates 22 

Normal graguates 2 

Life 5 

Total 36 

Nine persons under legal age have attended the examinations. 
Fourteen third grade certificates given in other counties have been 
endorsed in this county. From careful observation during the last 
four years, I am convinced that our present law in regard to per- 
mits should be repealed, and that no teacher should teach without 
proper certificate. There is evidently a misunderstanding of the law 
on the part of some of our school ofiScials who interpret this law to 
the efiTect that a teacher may receive more than one permit provided 
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8 ich permits are not granted in the same town. In at least two towns 
in this county directors have given permits to teach a term of 
twenty eight weeks. This terra was divided int o two divisions of 
fourteen weeks each, separated b}" an intermission of ten or twelve 
weeks. In one of these cases the permit was given to a teacher 
wh % at a recent examination, had failed to pass the minimum re- 
quirement in five of the ten prescribed subjects. 

In one town supporting less than twelve schools, on the opening 
day of the first or spring term of the current 3'ear, three teachers 
were leaching on permits and three schools were then unprovided 
with teachers. These are a few instances to show the evils of the 
present system. While the repeal of the permit law might increase 
slight)}' the number of private examinations, I am satisfied that the 
results \vould napre than justify the change. There has been some 
discussion, in this county concerning the present confusion arising 
from three distinct school years. In most towns the financial j'ear 
closes with the making up of the annual report about Feb. 1; the 
state school year with reference to the election of officers and return 
of statistics closes March 31, while the school year for promotions 
closes in June. The suggestion of a return to an annual * 'school 
meeting" to be held about the first of Jul}' is worthy of considera- 
tion. One school 3'e^r ending June 30 would, in my, judgment be a 
decided step in advance of our present complicated system. 

The great lack in our schools is a closer uniformity of work. The 
schools of each town should represent so many branches of a com- 
plete and hannonious system, not independent units working for the 
development of no particular plan. Such a complete system can 
come only when the work of our schools is placed under the direc- 
tion of competent, trained superintendents. The teaching power 
that is undeveloped or, worse still, wasted, the teachers who, with 
good native ability, yet feel the need of a guiding, helpful super- 
vision, would place Vermont in a high place educationally could they 
but have this added stimulus to effective work. Expert supervision 
is to-day Vermont's one great educational need. 

Edwin H. WnrrEHiLL, 
Examiner of Teachers for Windsor Count}'. 



REPORTS OF NORMAL SCHOOLS. 



CASTLETON. 

Hon. Mason S. Stone, State Superintendent of Education. 

Dear Sir. — My official connection with the State Normal at Cas- 
tleton having ceased with the acceptance of my resignation as Prin- 
cipal by the State Board of Normal School Examiners, Commission- 
ers and Supervisors, on May 1, 1897, to have final effect July 31, 
1897, I take pleasure in complying with your request for a report of 
the work of the school during the last year under my supervision, 
from Aug. 31, 1896, to July 31, 1897, inclusive, that you may have 
the necessary data for use in your forthcoming Biennial Report. 

During the year I was supervising principal, having been loyally 
supported by my corps of instructors, consisting of my son as 
Assistant Principal and Business Manager ; Miss Alice Walworth, 
B. L. , Miss Kate E. Palmer, B. A., both of whom taught on the 
lines indicated in my report for the previous year ; Miss Mary A. 
Cook, B. A., as instructor in English ; and Miss Lillian Woolson, B. 
A., as instructor in Mathematics. 

All of m}^ assistants were fittted, by a liberal college training, to 
take classes in other lines of instruction, as the interests of the 
school required such varied service, and each one was ready to re- 
spond to any just demand. Assistant Principal, Philip R. Leaven- 
worth, had the responsible oversight of the teaching force and its 
proper direction. The attendance was somewhat affected by the 
turning of the work of the Preparatory Department at the beginning 
of the year, over to the pubHc schools. Only the regular classes of 
the First and Second Courses of study were maintained from that 
time. 

The attendanciei was as follows : 

Fall Quarter,. 100^ Winter Quarter, 102; Spring Quarter, 92 ; 
Summer Quarter, 90. Different pupils. Fall Term, 105 ; Spring 
Term, 101. Whole number different pupils during the year, 123. 
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The graduates certified were the following : 

January 1, 1897; 

FROM THE FIRST COURSE. 

Marguerite Josephine Bird Fair Haven 

Alice Jennie Burns fiabbardton 

Katherine Ella Egan Hydeyille 

Mabel Eliza Fields < . * West Haven 

Ada Blanche Giddings Castleton 

Isabella Frances Keenan Hydeville 

Penelope Ann Malone Hydeville 

Ellen Mary O'Neil Castleton 

Lena Rath Palmer New Haven 

Nina Addie Porcan Pittsford 

Minnie Etta Sanford Castleton 

Anna Mary Ward Cavendish 

RE GRADUATES 

Lottie Edith Goodrich, Class Jan., 92 Hortonville 

Mary Theresa Lyons, Class July, '89 Poultney 

Mary Agnes Rooney, Class July, '89 Poultney 

N. B. — All of the above, save one^ have taught. 

Those certified June 3, 1897, were : 

May Lee Bassett Rutland 

Agnes Zita Preeman E. Poultney 

Mildred Almira Buffum E. Dorset 

Bessie Mabel Bump SaUsbury 

William Wallace Clark, Jr Castleton 

Pet^jr Gleason W. Castleton 

Marjorie Veronica Harte I Ira 

Gertrude Estella Hulett Pawlet 

Cora Lucia Kingsland /. ^ . . . ; Bridgeport 

Lottie Elizabeth Kingsbury , Bridport 

Jennie Adell Morgan Poultney 

May Ellen McCormick Center Rutland 

Florence Elizabeth McCormick Center Rutland 

Ethel Lucinda Needham. Whiting 

Anna Marie O'Brien Waterbury 

Bessie Cora Perry Castleton 
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Raymond Clark Ransom Castleton 

Lucy Eliza Roberts Hortonville 

Lillian Marie Sheldon W. Rupert 

Sidney Cecil Wright Southard Castleton 

Edith Mae Spaulding X. Orwell 

Jessie Maud Thompson Wevbridge 

Adeline Lucy Willson Granby 

Nellie KfRe Young Pawlet 

N. B. — All of the young ladies nnmed above have since taught. 
The young gentlemen have continued their studies, though one is 
now teaching. • 

KE-GKADUATES. 

Jda Blanche Walters, Class Jul}', *91 Castleton 

George Nelson Randall, Class, Jan., '92 Londonderry 

Getta Lena Woods, Class Jan., '92 Danby 

James Phelps Hamilton, Class July, '92 Fair Haven 

William Loyal Walters, Class July, '92 Castleton 

N- B- — These have all since taught, as also for most of the time 
since their first graduation. 

Summary of ceitificates granted all for five years : 

Fall Term, regular, 12; re-graduates, 3 ; total, 15. 

Spring Term, regular, 24; re-graduates, 6; total, 29. 

Total for the year, 44. 

CONCLUSION. 

tiaving in December, 1896, completed a service of fifty j'ears as an 
instructor, 3'ou will, perhaps, pardon a slight indulgence, by way of 
reminiscence. My chief work as a teacher has been to prepare 
others for business, or for a more advanced course at higher iustitn- 
tions of learning, and the greater part to become themselves teach- 
ers, in their turn. 

The fact that most of these have been successful, wherever engag- 
ed, is a cause of much thankfulness upon my part For the failure of 
the ver}' few, I am willing to take my share of the blame. It has 
been m,v aim to inspire all who come under my influence to stiive 
for excellence in all their life-work. 

The results of my labors in connection with Vermont Schools is 
sufficiently attested in the State School Re|>orts and by those who 
have been cognizant of m}' services. It does not become me to en- 
large in this connection. 
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For all the opportunities that have come to me for service to my 
fellows, I am grateful, and for life spared to witness some of the 
results of that semce. 

During my direction of this school I have signed four hundred 
forty-inyie certificates of graduation, and something over otte thou- 
sand in connection with all the schools of which I have had the 
responsible raanaf^fement. Probably a still larger number of under- 
graduates have become teachers, after a partial course of prepara- 
tion. As superintendent of s/jhools in different towns, I have been 
permitted to license many teachers. 

While I live, I shall watch with intense interest, the work of the 
schools of the State, with the gieatest good will toward all who are 
■called to their responsible direction. May 3-ou and your co-workers 
^ach have the wisdom needed. For all the courteous forbearance 
-extended to me, accept my grateful thanks. Farewell. 

Most respectfully submitted, 

Abel E. Leavenworth. 
Castleton, Vermont, June 10, 1898. 



JOHNSON. 
The Hon. Mason S. Stone, State Superintendent of Education : 

My Dear Sir. — Herewith is presented a report of the State Nor- 
mal School at Johnson, for the year ending in June, 1897 : ' 

instructors. 
Walter E. Ranger, A. M., Principal. 
Psj'chology, Pedagogy, Civics. 
JuDSON B. Ham, A. M. 
Natural Sciences and Mathematics. 

Mary L. Gates. 

Geograph}' and English Language. 

Lizzie E. Bass. 

Drawing, History, English Literature. 

Sarah Wells Ham. 

Arithmetic and Latin. 

Mabel B. Ranger, 

Vocal Music. 

WiNNIFRED W. MbTCALF. 

Physical Culture and Expression. 

Viola G. Bxirr. 
Principal of Practice-School. 
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GRADUATES OF 1897. 

January. 

James Joseph Leary Jericho 

Oertrade Clara Lewis Charlotte 

Gertmde Emma Allen Milton 

Adelle Marie Blodgett St. Johnsbarj 

Ada Gladys Brown Westfield 

Delta Annette Collins Hvde Park 

Anna Laura Ellis Fletcher 

Annie May Hosmer LyndonTille 

Cora Nay Landon Hinesburgh 

Martha Elizabeth Lang Greensboro 

Una Phoebe Mann , Waterville 

Nellie May. McDonald Montgomery 

Amanda Bertha Ovitt Franklin 

Elizabeth Mary Rooney Fairfield 

Maggie Mae Ruiter Derby 

Elizabeth Anne Trumpaes Westfield 

Helen Bernice Wakefield Westfield 

Lenora Ethel Wakefield Montgomery 

Jessie Butler Ward Johnson 

Ruth Wright Westfield 

June. 

Hattie Marion Bacon Burke 

Lulu Pearl Barnard Belvidere 

Theodore George Bashaw Kichford 

Ethel Bessie Bell Alburg 

Julia Priscilla Boswell Troy 

Jessie P^lla Davis Johnson 

Gertrude Neoma Donovan Grand Isle 

Anna Bell Dwyer Sheffield 

Orpha Ada Farmer , Lyndon 

Nellie Alice Fisher Enosburgh 

Nellie Rachiel Fletcher Hinesburgh 

Pearl Elizabeth Hodges Enosburgh 

Maude lone Kelton Montgomery 

Alice Kirley Fairfield 
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Susan May Marsh Brownington 

Mary Messier Enosburgh 

Ethelyn Marion Rockwell Alburg 

Mabel Eunice Rogers Newport 

Emma Rooney , Fairfield 

Marion Eva Sturtevant Johnson 

Carrie Mae Tracy Johnson 

Jennie Lou Trac}' Johnson 

Nora Cordelia Warner SheflSeld 

Glenna Elizabeth Waters Waterville 

Ruth Ella Whitcomb Cambridge 

Carolyn Elizabeth Williams Charlotte 

Re graduates. 

Cordie Edna Brown Waterville 

Mabel Evelyn Child Waterville 

Nettie Davis Johnson 



» 



STATISTKJS. 

Number of diflferent students in 1896-7 . 112 

Average age of students, years 19 

Number of counties represented by students 9 

Number of towns represented by students 44 

Number of graduates, first or lower course 46 

Number of re-gradutes 3 

The work of the 3^ear was marked by noteworthy industry, har- 
mony, and faithfulness. The single aim of our students to prepare 
for successful teaching, combined with the efforts of the teachers, 
developes a distinctive character of the school. The essential child 
is ever among us, and to be of high service to the children of our 
schools is a purpose that gives a fine spirit of helpfulness and de- 
votion. 

The year was one of transition, for it was forseen that the change 
to absolute State control would initiate a forward step in strictly 
pedagogical training. Steps in this direction were at once taken 
and efforts were made to render the school ready to enter upon its 
newer work. 
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Believing equally in sound scholarship and in distinctively peda- 
gogical training for the teacher, we were frequently* embaiTassed by 
the students' want of scholarly preparation in our attempt to supply 
training in the teaching art. It has occurred to me that this condi- 
tion might be remedied in a measure by the institution of a year's 
work of academic preparation to take the place of the second or 
higher course, which is largely academic rather than professional. 
In sound scholarship our normal schools should rank with our best 
high schools and academies, and the chief aim of oiir work should be 
to give actual ti-aining in the principles and practice of teaching. I 
see only in the better preparation of students an entrance to a peda- 
gogical course the attainment of this aim. 

The State gives the opportunity for professional training of teach- 
ers. It may be remembered that an inceniive must accompany 
ever^' opportunity. It is to be hoped that the State may oflfer every 
reasonable inducement to encourage its teachei*s to seek for special 

training for their work. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Walter E. Ranger, 

Principal. 



RANDOLPH. 
Hon. Mason S. Stone, Superintendent of Education : 

Dear Sir. — In accordance with your request the report of the 
State Normal School at Randolph Center is presented. 

FOR THE year 1896-97. 

TEACHERS. 

Edward Conant, Principal. 
Psychology, Civics, History of U. S. 

Miss Ella L. Ferrin, 
Arithmetic, Asti'onomy, Iliad. 

Miss Harriet M. Hutchinson, 
Chemistrj', Physics, Botany, Greology. 

Miss Gertrude A. Estabrook, 
Geometry, Drawing, Music, Methods. 

Miss Grace L. Conant, 

English, Pedagogics. 

Hon. N. L. Boyden, 
Lecturer on Vermont Courts. 
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GRADUATES. 

December, 1896. 
Higher Coarse. 

Maud M. Hebard Randolph 

Marj' Tracy Randolph Center 

Lower Course. 

Ida V. Adams South Barre 

Anna A. Amaron Plttsfield 

Caroline E. Beach Vergenne* 

Maud E. Field Vergennes 

Angle E. Foss North Tunbridge 

Maiy C. Goodrich Randolph 

Mabel N. Goodhue Westminster West 

Bessie M. Holden Randolph Center 

Mary E. Ilsley Union Village 

Effie B. Ilsley Union Village 

Bessie L. Kent Northfield 

Martin L. Kidder Rochester 

Emma M. Stone Randolph Center 

Mabel A. Seaver Barre 

Anne A. Stott I Island Pond 

Ada M. Sargent Royalton 

Effie M. Stark West Brattleboro 

Rodney H. Slack Randolph Center 

Calvin L. Sleeper Tunbridge 

Hattie A. Thompson Woodstock 

1897. 

Higher Course. 

Harriet N.Hutchinson Norwich 

Grace A. Stone Randolph Center 

Lower Course. 

Florence B. Bugbee North Pomhet 

Laura A. Butler East Corinth 

Gertrude E. Camp South Randolph 

Florence E. Camp South Randolph 
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Leon L. Chamberlain Gaysville 

Alyce M. Douglas Post Mills 

Elizabeth A. Douglas Post Mills 

Henrietta A. Dow South Strafford 

Fannie M. Field Brandon 

Emma B. Flint Randolph 

Grace A. Foote East Middlebury 

Winnifred S. Foss East Roxbury 

Myron H. Fowler East Bethel 

Hallie M. Green East Bethel 

Oerrie E. Haines Waterbury 

Ida E. Jenkins ^. East Haven 

Minnie M. Maxwell Waitsfield 

Anna L. Mehuron Waitsfield 

Minnie G. Merrill West Woodstock 

Vida E. Olmstead East Middlebury 

Alice L. Orton Beaver 

Elizabeth A. Rooney Montpelier 

Julia A. Savage West Hartford 

Ransom E. Slack Randolph CSenter 

Eton W. Snow North Randolph 

Bertha R. Stone. . Randolph Center 

Claton G. Wight East Bethel 

STUDENTS. 

Admitted 35 

y> J 4. J (Lower Course 47 

<^^^^^^^^'i Higher Course 4 

Attending 97 

Average age when enrolled 19.7 yeara 

No of Vermont towns represented 46 

No. Vermont counties represented 9 
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FOR THE YEAR 1897-1898. 

TEAOHEBS. 

Edward Conant, Principal. 
Psychology, Civics, History of U. S. and of American Education. 

Miss Ella L. Ferrin. 
Arithmetic, Algebra, Astronomy, Latin. 

Miss Alice L. Pratt. 
Botanj", Chemistry, Phj-sics, Methods. 

Miss Eliza E. Gee. 
Geometry, Drawing, Music, Principles of Education. 

Lecturer on Vermont Courts, Hon. N. L. Boyden. 

IN TRAINING SCHOOL. 

Miss Metella I. Paine, Principal. 
Miss Adeline L. Willson, Assistant. 

GRADUATES. 

higher course. 

Davis, G. Vie Randolph Center 

Tarj^ell, Clio J Randolph Center 

lower course. 

Amsden, Mary F Sharon 

Bates, Ethel A East Barre 

Burgess, Maude C. , West Hartford 

Cameron, Inez G , No. Calais 

Clough, N. Blanche East Braintre 

Davis, Mary F Essex Junction 

Dodge, Elizabeth B ' Strafford 

Hewitt, Alice R No. Pomfret 

Hodges, Josie A Randolph Center 

Lazelle, Alice P Plainfield 

Lewis, Cora M East Monti>elier 

Lewis, Harriet N. Waitsfield 

Preston, Ellen M Bethel 

Ranney, C. Belle Westminster West 
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Williams, Mary E Brookfield 

Woods, Lula L Bridport 

Roonej', Esther E Robinson, New York 

Rowell, Mertie E Randolph Center 

Sprague, Leonard P East Randolph 

Stark, Maude E West Brattleboro 

Strong, Mary E Morrisville 

Welch, Ida mI So. Ryegate 

Wilder, Nellie E Franklia 

RE-GRADUATES. 

LOWER COURSE. 

Myra F. Butterfield Roxbury 

Mabel E. Dyke Bethel 

STUDENTS. 
Admitted, 

Giaduated i^igher Course 2 

' (Lower Course 28 

Re-graduated 2 

Attending 82 

Average age when enrolled, 19.8 years. % 

No. of Vermont towns represented 35 

No. of Vermont counties represented 9 

FOR 14 TEARS ENDING JUNE 1898. 

Number of students entered 630 

" Higher Course graduates 43 

" Lower •* " 405 

The lower graduates are 76 per cent, of the number entered. 

FOR 31.6 TEARS ENDING JUNE 1898. 



Number of Students entered 2212 

'* Higher Course graduates 14^ 

" Lower ' ' " 1073 

The lower course graduates are 46 per cent, of the number en- 
tered. 

Number of Vermont towns represented 135 

Number of Vermont counties represented 12 
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COURSES OF STUDY. 

The modified courses of stud}' as set forth last year in the circu- 
lar for the normal schools have been faithfully followed by the 
classes of the first 3'ear, and by the classes of the second year so far 
as the work previously done would permit. It was a source of grati- 
fication to us to learn about the middle of the year that botany was 
not to be excluded from our lower course, as it is one of the nature 
studies introduced b}' us to that course some twenty-five years ago, 
and continued ever since as highl}- important. 

The beginners of last fall in our higher course have taken Latin 
through the entire year, and they desire to do so next year. It is 
hoped that they may be allowed to substitute it for other subjects 
requiring an equal time, as for example, biology and zoology, for the 
teaching of which we are not so well equipped, and perhaps some 
others, 

THE TRAINING SCHOOL. 

The public school of our village, consisting of about forty pupils 
in two rooms, became a training school at the beginning of the last 
year. During the first half of the year the graduating class of our 
lower course went by sections to observe the woik done in the train- 
ing school. During the second half year the entering class of the 
same course went to the training school as observers and the gradu- 
ating class taught. Before going to observe the classes received sug- 
gestions as to what and how to observe and as to the report to be 
made of their observations. They observed for four d&ys, and on 
the fifth da}' presented written reports to the teacher of methods. 
These reports were discussed by the teacher and class. Each report 
and discussion furnished a basis for further observation. 

The pupil teachers taught once round during each forenoon for a 
week. For the next round but two days could be found for each 
student. In this round the forenoon was used as before. As a 
preparation for teaching, the pupil teacher, under the direction of 
the training school teacher, made a plan of the work to be done, and 
at the close of each half day conferred with the teacher of the room 
in regard to the work done and next to be done. 

The work in the training school has been found to be very helpful 
this year, and with the longer time to be devoted to it next year we 
believe that still better results may be obtained. 

Respectfully submitted, 

EPWARP Con ANT. 



Vermont State Teachers' Association 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE FORTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL CON 
VENTION, HELD AT ST. ALBANS, NOVEMBER 

12, 13 AND 14, 1896. 

After an orgao voluntary by Miss Mary Ward well, the fort^*- 
seventb annual convention of the Vermont State Teacbers' Associa 
lion was called to order in the Congregational Churcb, St. Albuns, 
at 2 15 p. m., November 12, 1896, by President S. J. Blanpied, of 
Montpelier. 

After divine blessing on the* delibeiations of the convention was 
invoked by Rev. W. H. H. Aver}', of St. Albans, Pjesident Blanpieil 
introduced Hon H. C. Royce, who cordially welcomed the tciichers 
of Vermont to the embryonic cit}*. Principal Edward Cunaut, of 
Randolph Normal School, responded to the words of hospitality and 
good cheer. 

President Blanpied then delivered the annual address, taking as 
his theme, -'The Poor Fellow who Fails of Promotion," for whom he 
made an eai'nest appeal. 

Principal O. H. Perry, of Rutland Classical Institute, was next 
introduced, who read a paper entitled, ' 'The Teacher Outside the 
School Room." 

The next paper was read by Principal Charles L. Curtis, of Roy- 
alton, upon "Our Responsibilities a.s Teacher^<," which was followed 
by ''Ekjonomy in Teaching," presented by Superintendent J. 1». 
Alger, of Bennington. 

After the reading of the papers, a general discussion followed, 
participated in by Prin. R. R. Barton, of Windsor; Prin. J. N. 
Green, of Enosburg Falls, and Prin. P. A. Blossom, of Bradfoixi. 

At 4.15 p. m. the convention adjourned for the afternoon. 

The evening session was opened in the Congregational Church at 
eight o'clock, wilh an organ voluntary by Miss Mary Dutcher, of St. 
Albans. A male chorus, under the direction of Dr. John Sberrar, 
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finely rendered the selection, ' 'To Thee, O Country.'* After a 
hearty encore, the audience were invited to unite with the choir in 
the singing of ^'America." 

President Blanpied then announced as the subject of the address, 
'•History, the Educational Factor," and introduced as the speaker 
of the evening, Prof. Samuel F. Emerson Ph. D., of the University 
of Vei*mont, who spoke ably and interestingly to a large audience of 
attentive teachers and citizens. 

At the close of Dr. Emei son's address, the following committees 
were announced : 

On Nominations. — Supt. H. O. Wheeler, of Burlington ; Supt. 
Alfred Turner, of Rutland ; Prin. F. A. Bagnall, of St. Albans. 

Oh Resolutions. — Supt. J. L. Alger, of Bennington ; Miss Harriet 
E. Savage, of Montpelier ; Prin. O. D. Mathewson, of Barre. 

Before the close of the session, Prin. F. A. Bagnall, of St. Albans, 
gave a cordial invitation to all to visit at 7.45 Friday morning the 
Fianklin Countj' Creamery. After a pleasing solo, "The Holy 
CJity," by Miss Louise D. Wai dwell, of St. Albans, the Association 
adjourned at 9.30 p. ra. to the Owl Club rooms, where a reception 

was tendered to the members of the Association, through the kind- 
ness and couitesy of the teachers of St. Albans. 

• The session Friday morning was called to order in the Congrega- 
tional Church at 9 o'clock, with President S. J. Blanpied in the 
chair. The devotional exercises were conducted bv Rev. C. S. Nut- 
ter, D. D., of St. Albans. The first speaker of the morning was the 
Hon. Fred Gowing, State Supeiintendent of Education of New 
Hampshire, who delivered an able address upon the theme, "The 
Child in the Pedigogical Problem." Miss C. A. Bartlett, of Wood- 
stock, next presented a paper on ^-Preparation for Teaching History," 
which was followed by ^'The Place of History in the Secondary 
School," by Prin. Homer E. Bristol, of Saxon's River. The two 
papers were discussed by Hon. D. K. Simonds, of Manchesti r. 

Aftej- some pleasing introductory remarks, Hon. Fred Gowing, 
State Superintendi nt of New Hampshire, gave his second admirable 
address of th(^ morning, taking as his subject, "The Teaclier in the 
Pedagogical Pioblem." 

At 10 a. m , Uie piimary tt-achers visited at the High School the 
Kindergarten depJirlment, where the children were seen at regular 
work, under the diiection of Miss Laura M. Ryan, kindergartner, 
and Miss Sara S. Ford, assistant. 



■t "•- "" ^ V -- - - 
■* - >» J " J _,-»-^ 

^ - ^ . - . •♦ 



100 VERMONT SCHOOL REPORT. 



President Blanpied announced at 11:15 an adjournment to the 
High School building to listen to a paper by Miss Ella K. Herrick, 
of Burlington, entitled ''Art in the Public Schools," which was illus- 
trated by an exhibit ^rom Burlington. The schools of St. Johnsbury 
and Bennington also gave exhibits in such a manner as to give prac- 
tical help to teachers in search of ideas. 

The afternoon session was called to order by the pn sident of the 
association, in the Congregational church at 1 :45 o'clock. After an 
organ voluntary by Miss Mary Wardwell, Piincipal H. Dressel, Jr., 
of Springfield, was introduced, who presented a paper on the subject, 
"Rhetoiicals." A general discussion followed, which was partici- 
pated in by Principal P. G. Hoyt, of Middlebury, Principal G. A. 
Andrews, of Derby, and Principal W. P. Abbott, of Proctor. After 
an intermission of five minutes. Principal Walter E. Ranger, of 
Johnson Normal School, presented an able paper upon the tbeme, 
''The Child Our Study," which was followed by ''Esthetic Influence 
in the School," by Superintendent Alfred Turnej', of Rutland. The 
discussion of ''The Ruial School Problem" was then opened by Hon. 
Mason S. Stone, of Montpelier, State Supei intendent of Education, 
who spoke in his usual able and interesting manner. The discussion 
was continued by Principal W. D. Parsons, of Swanton, Principal 
H. E. Botsford, of Manchester, Rev. Peter McMillan, of Woodstock, 
and concluded b^' Principal W. A. Beebe, of Morrisville. 

The second annual banquet of the Vermont Teachers* Association 
was held at Page's Hall at 5 :30 p. m., under the direction of the 
ladies of the Kings Daughters Union. A bountiful repast was 
servtd, and witty post-prandial speeches followed. Hon. Felix W. 
McGettrick, of St. Albans, the presiding officer, introduced as the 
first speaker Rev. Peter McMillan, of Woodstock, who spoke upon 
the "Personahty of the Teachtr." "The Important Functions of 
. the Teacher" was discussed by Judge L. H. Thompson, of the 
Supieme Court of Vermont. Principal S. W. Landon, of Burling- 
ton, responded to the toast, '*Our Profession ;" President Merrill E. 
Gates, of Amherst Colleg<>, to "The Character of the Teacber,'* and 
President E. H. Capen, of Tu ts College, to ''How we may bring 
our Public Schools into Closer Connection with the College.'* 

The evening session was called to order at 8 :30 o'clock, with S. J. 
Blanpied in the chair. After an organ voluntary .b^^ Miss Mary 
Dutcher, of St. Albans, and the rendition of "King, All Glorious^" 
by a large chorus under the direction of F. G. E. Sisson, of St. 
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Albans, President Blanpied introduced as the speaker of the evening 
President Merrill K. Gates, D. D., of Amherst College, who deliv- 
ered a masterful and inspiring address upon the subject, *'Tho 
Teacher's Work and Will Power in the Pupil." After a selection by 
the choir, ''The Heavtns Are Telling," the convention adjourned 
for the evening at 10 o'clock. 

The session Saturday morning was called to order at 8 : 20 by the 
president. After an organ voluntary, Miss Saiah Louiso Arnold, of 
Boston, spoke interestingly on "Moral Tiaining," which was fol- 
lowed by "Child Study,*' bj* Mr. N. S. Monroe, Instructor in Peda- 
gogy in Westfield Normal School, Westfield, Mass. After an 
intermission of ten minutes. Miss Sarah L. Arnold, of Boston, held 
a Round Table Conference for Primary Teachers. 

The business meeting was called to order at 10:30 a. m. in the 
Congregational vestry, and the following business transacted : The 
report of the committee on legislation was read, accepted and 
adopted. It ran as follows : The standing committee on school 
laws submits for the consideration of the association the following 
report : 

"Recognizing the great weakness of our present educational sys- 
tem to be the lack of immediate efficient supervision of our common 
schools, therefore we urgently recommend : That this association, 
through its officers, petition the legislature to enact a law providing 
for expert supervision. That this association urges its members and 
all interested in the ( ause of education, to assist in the formation of 
a public sentiment, demanding such legislation." 

The committee on resolutions tendered the following report, which 
was also accepted and adopted : "Be it hereby resolved that we, 
the Vermont Teachers' Association, do hereby desire to put on 
record the thanks of this association to those who have made the 
meeting possible, and have contributed to its success ; to the First 
Congregational Church for the free use of their building ; to the 
people of St. Albans for their hospitality ; to the press, to the rail- 
roads, to the musicians, to the King's Daughters Society for their 
kindness, to the bookmen for their valuable aids ; to the exhibitors 
of school work for the practical nature of their exhibits, and espe- 
cially to the officers and speakers and to Principal Bagnall and his 
corps of assistants for their untiring efforts in making this meeting 
one of the most remarkably successful in the history of the associa- 
tion. 



J 
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"Be it resolved further that wp, as an association, realizing the 
harmful effects of tobacco and cigarettes to the boys under our 
control, wish to exert our iofliirMije toward enforcing the law 
prohibiting the sale of these 'to minors. 

"Resolved further, that we request the executive committee to 
make special attempts to attract the district school teachers of this 
state to attend the next convention, and that exhibits of ungraded 
school work be asked for, and a special session be devoted to this 
class of teachers. 

"Resolved fuither, that we desire to express our appi-eciation of 
the work in child study that is being done in other f laccF, and that 
we request the executive con mitlee to continue this subject in our 
next program, and, if possible, to have reports of results of the work 
in this state." 

The committee on nominations then reported as follows, and these 
officers were declared elected for the ensuing year : 

President — Pnncipal C. H. Morrill, of BakersGeld. 

Secretary — C. H. Richardson, of Hanover, N. H. 

Treasurer — Principal F. G. Bagnall, of St. Albans. 

Executive Committee — Principal E. H. Whitehill, of Woodstock ; 
Suj)erintendent W. P, Kelley, of St. Johnsbury ; .Superintendent C. 
C. Davis, of White River Junction. 

Vice Presidents — Principal P. C. Hoyt, of Addison county ; Su- 
perintendent J. L. Alger, Bennington county ; Principal D. Y. 
Com stock, Caledonia county ; Prof. S. F. Emerson, Chittenden 
county; Principal E.R.Davis, Essex county; Piincipal W. D. 
Parsons, Franklin county ; Mrs. H. M. Marvin, Grand Isle county ; 
Principal W. A. Beebe, Lamoille county ; Principal P. A. Blossom, 
Orange county ; Principal G. A. Andrews, Orleans county; Principal 
W. P. Abbott, Rutland county ; Miss H. E. Savage, Washington 
county; Principal H. Dressell, Jr., Windham county: Principal H/i 
E. Bristol, Windsor county. j 
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Committee on Legislation — Principal O. D. Mathewson, of Barre ; 
Superintend (5 nt H. O. Wheeler, of Burlington; Pjincipal W. E. 
Ranger of Johnson. 

Principal F. A. Bagnall, of St. Albans, then offered the following 
motion : ' 'That the treasurer be empowered to issue a circular 
letter to the gentlemen members of the association, stating the 
present indebtedness of the association and how it comes to exist, 
and assessing each member pro rata a sum sufficient to wipe out the 
indebtedness." 

The motion was unanimously carried. 

At 11 A. M. the association adjourned sine die. 

C. H. RICHARDSON, Secretary 

Per S. H. Erskine. Seerotary for 1898. 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE FORTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL MEET- 
ING OF THE VERMONT TEACHEUS' ASSOCIATION, 
HELD AT WOODSTOCK, VT , OCTOBER 
14, 15 AND 16, 1897. 

After an organ foIo by Miss Alice Harvey, the convention was 
culled to order in the Congregational Church at 3 p. m., October 14, 
by President C. H. Morrill, of Bakejsfield. Prayer was offered by 
Rev. F. D. Handy of Woodstock. 

President Morrill then introduced Rev. Pettr McMillan, Superin- 
tendent of Schools, Woodstock, who delivered an able, cordial, 
and heartfelt addiess of welcome, to which State Superintendent 
Mason S. Stone, most happily responded. 

Principal Edward Ellery, of Saxton's River, delivered a veiy in- 
teresting addiess upon the theme, "A Royal Road to Learning," 
which was discussed by Supt. H. J. Jones, of St. Johnsbury ; Prin. 
D. Y. Comstock, of St. Johnsbury ; Prin. J. H. Dunbar, of Hartland, 
and F. L. Townsend, of Barnard. 

At 4.30 President Morrill declared the session adjourned. 

The evening session was opened at 7.50 with President Morrill in 
the chair. After an organ solo, "Processional March," by Mr. S. 
R. Whitney, the speaker of the evening, Prin. A. B. Crawford, of 
Bellows Falls, was introduced, who delivered an able address upon 
the timely theme, ''The Sense of Perspective in Education." 

At the close of Prin. Crawford's address. Miss Bernice Fuller ren- 
dered in a very pleasing manner a vocal solo, ''There Is a City 
Bright," and Mr. S. R. Whitney gave an organ solo, "Pastoral." 

The evening session was then adjourned and the first annual ban- 
quet of the Schoolmasters' Club immediately followed at the Wood- 
stock Inn. 

The session was called to order Friday morning at 9 o'clock, with 
President Morrill in the chair. Devotional exercises Were conducted 
by Rev. J. F. Simons, of Woodstock. 

At the business meeting which ensued. President Morrill made 
the following nominations : 

Committee on Resolutions. — Prin. Edward Con ant, Randolph ; 
Prin. W. E. Ranger, Johnson ; Prin. D. Y. Comstock, St. Johns- 
bury. 
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Committee on Nominations. — Prin. O. D. Mathewson, Bane ; 
Piin. H. J. Stannard, Barton ; Prin. W. D. Parsons, Swanton. 

The president of the association, Prin. C. H. Morrill, of Bakers- 
field, then delivered the annual address upon the timely theme, 
'^Concerning Our Association." 

Prin. H. K. Whittaker, of Brattleboro, was then introduced, who 
read a paper on "'A Neglected Elective." The discussion was opened 
by Prin. F. L Bugbee, of Ludlow, and continued by Prin D. Y. 
Comstock, Miss L. H. Beck, Miss L. M. Sinclair, of St. Johnsbury, 
Snpt. W. P. Kelly, of Hudson, Mass., and concluded b\' Supt. H. 
J. Jones, of St. Johnsbury. 

Supt. W. P. Kelley, of Hudson, Mass., gave an important paper 
upon ''The School and Society." The discussion was opened by 
Prin. E. W. Gibson, of Chester, and was concluded by Rev. J. F. 
Simons, of Woodstock. 

After an intermission of five minutep, and an organ solo by Miss 
Alice Have3', President Morrill introduced Pres. D. Y. Comstock, 
of St. Johnsbury, who spoke in an interesting manner upon "The 
Teacher's Higher Field." Time for adjournment prevented the dis- 
cussion of this admirable paper. 

At 2 p. m'. the association was called to order with the president 
in the chair. After an organ solo, selection from Wagner, by Mr. 
S. B. Whitney, and a soprano solo, selections from the "Holy 
City," by Mrs. F. A. Wilson, President Morrill introduced Prof 
Wm. McGilton, of Middlebui-y College, who read an able paper on 
"Laboratory Work in Science Teaching." Lack of time prevented 
a discussion of this important subject. The theme, "The Child in 
Our Midst," was ably treated by Mrs. J. L. Alger, of Bennington. 

Supt. L Freeman Hall, of North Adams, Mass., delivered an in- 
tere&tlQg address on, ' 'Some Practical Work in Child Study. " 

Mrs. L. D, Temple, of Brattleboro, President of the State Confed- 
eration of Women's Clubs, brought, in a happ^^ manner, the greet- 
ing of the clubs of the State, and especially of the Brandon club. 

Pres. Morrill then declared the session adjourned, to convene 
again in the high school building where a fine display of illustrations 
of seat work was made by Miss Bessie Howe of Worcester, Mass., 
who discussed in an admirable manner the important work. At 5 
p. M. the Association was declared adjourned. 
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The evening session was called to order at 7.45 with Pres. Morrill 
in the chair. After an organ solo "Lango" by Mr. S. R. Whitney, 
Master Winthrop Ferguson sang a solo, ** Angels Ever Bright and 
Fair." Pres. Morrill then introduced as the speaker of the evening 
Mrs. Alice Freeman Palmer of Cambridge, Mass., who delivered an 
able and pleasing address upon the subject "The New Education, 
What should it do for our Children? " 

After an alto solo, "O Rest in the Lord," by Master Edward 
Dooley, and an organ postlude by Mr. S. B. Whitney, the president 
declared the Association adjourned, and the audience immediately 
repaired to the Woodstock Inn, where a reception was tendered tlie 
visiting teachers by the citizens of Woodstock. 

The Association was called to order by the piesident at 8.45 a. m. 
Saturday. Devotional exercises were conducted by Rev. Peter Mc- 
Millan of Woodstock. The Committee on Resolutions then present- 
ed the following which was accepted and adopted : 

Resolved, —That this association recognizes the importance of an 
intelligent supervision of the public schools, and earnestly recom- 
mends the adoption of some plan of district supervision with state 
aid by means of which the benefits of skilled superintendence ma}' 
be secured for all parts of the state. 

Resolved, — That the thanks of the Vermont State Teachers' Asso- 
ciation are hereb}' tendered to the i aihoads for reduced fares and 
special trains provided for this meeting, to the press for favorable 
notice of the meeting, to the people of Woodstock for reducd rates 
for board, and for the hearty welcome, large and liberal expenditure 
for the Association, to the reception committee for their carelul at- 
tention to the wants of all in attendance, to the First Congregational 
Church of Woodstock for the use of their beautiful house of worship, 
to the organist and singers, who have added much to the pleasure of 
the occasion, to the executive committee and other officers of the 
association for their skilful and unwearied service in arrangements 
made and carried successfully through for our profit ; to all speakers 
both those from other states and those from our own state, for the 
vigorous thought and wise suggestions which they have brought us. 

State Supt. Mason S. Stone then presented the following special 
resolution : 

"Be it resolved by the members of the State Teachers' Association 
in convention assembled, that in the removal from our councils and 
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deliberations, and in the loss to the profession and the Association, 
c.iused by the death of our loyal fellow schoohnaster Saurin J. 
Blanpied, we express our appreciation of his service to the profes- 
sion and to mankind, and our consciousness of our personal loss, by 
the transcription of this resolution upon the records of the Asso- 
ciation." 

The committee on nominations then submitted the following re- 
port, which was accepted, adopted, and the following officers 
declined elected : 

I*resident — Principal E. H. Whitehill, Woodstock. 

Secretary — Principal S. H. Erskine, Rutland. 

Treasurer — Principal N. J. Whitehill, MontpeHer. 

Executive Committee — Superintendent C. C. Davis, AVhite River 
Junction ; Principal F. A. Bagnall, St. Albans ; Principal D. Y. 
Comstock, St. Jobnsbury. 

Vice Presidents — Principal E. R. Davis, Essex count}^ ; Principal 
F. L. Pugsley, Caledonia county ; Principal M. S/ Vilas, Orange 
county ; Principal A. B. Crawford, Windham county ; Principal R: 
B. Barton, Windsor county ; Mrs. J. L. Alger, Bennington county ; 
Principal W. P. Abbott, Rutland county ; Pro^. W. W. McGilton, 
Addison count}' ; Principal E. H. Johnson, Chittenden county ; 
Prof. E. P. Neal, Franklin county ; Mrs. H. M. Marvin, Grand Isle 
county ; Principal E. L. Ingalls, Lamoille county ; Principal C. A. 
Plumley, Washington county ; Miss J. M. Locke, Orleans county. 

Legislative Committee — Principal 0. D. Mathewson, Barre ; Su- 
perintendent H. O. Wheeler, Burlington ; Principal W. E. Ranger, 
Johnson. 

By vote of the association the resolution on expert supervision 
was referred to the committee on legislation, with instructions to 
bring the matter before the next session of the legislature. 

It was voted that the register containing the names of members of 
the association, in two volume's, including the session at MontpeHer 
in September, 1892, be deposited in Billings Librar}', Burlington, 
Vt. 

After the treasurer's report had been read and accepted, *'The 
Social Element in Education" was presented in a masterly manner 
by Dr. W. P. Beckwith, principal of the Salem, Mass., Normal 
School. 
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Hon. W. T. Harris, LL.D., United States Commissioner of Edu- 
cation, then delivered the final address of the session upon "The 
Rural School Problem." It was a rare treat to Vermonters, assem- 
bled in the capacit}' of a State Teachers' Association,. to listen to the 
words of the distinguished head of our educational system. 

By special vote the president of the association was empoweied to 
convey to Mrs. L. D. Temple, of Brattleboro, president of the State 
Confederation of Woman's Clubs, the hearty appreciation of the 
association for the interest the various clubs of the state have taken 
in our work, and especially for sending their president to bring 
words of greeting and good cheer. 

At 11 :45 A. M. the association adjourned sine die. 

C. H. RICHARDSON, Secretary. 
Per S. H. Erskine, Secretary for 1898. 
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RESOURCES.— Table 4. 1898. 



— — 
















-Si 




ri 

3 


E 






mm, «D 




O 


o 






'd o 




u 


^ 






aa 




«H 


<H 






gra 
1 pur 


• 

'd 


ived 
Id. 


'd 


COUNTIES. 




o o 


en 


o :3 


5 




• 


.a 


C3 


4i Q 


<*3 o 




1— t 


««2 




oun 
ingt 


:3 © 




a 




o 


cd 




g 




S 


as 


HotT 




O 


p^-s 


<J 


<a 


<: . 






2 




\- W 


t) 



Addison 

Bennington 
(Caledonia . . 
Chittenden. 

Essex 

Franklin.... 
( I rand Isle.. 
Lamoille . .. 

Orange 

Orleans 

Rutland . . . 
Washington 
Windhain... 
Windsor 

Total . 



123,876 69 


36 


95,230 15 
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28,187 19 


45 
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44 
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38,404 
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3,171 08 
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5,048 82 
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STATISTICS BY TOWNS 



FOR 



THE SCHOOL YEAR 



ENDING 
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SCHOOL A'PCENDANCE,— Table 8.— 1897. 
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TEACH ER9.— Tabu: 7.-1808. 
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VERMONT SCHOOL REPORT. 



TRANSPORTATION.— Table 8.— 1898. 



CALEDONIA COUNTY. 
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1 term only. 
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VKUMONT SCHOOL HKPORT. 



at^HOOLS.— Tablk 1.— 18B8. 
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SCHOOLS, -Tablb 1.-1896.— Cob. 
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8CUOUL CENSUS.— Table 2.-1896. 
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SCHOOL ATTENDANCE.-TABLBI a-1898. 













I' 
il 


— ^i~ 




II 


ft 


% 


1^ 


It ' 




<;thtteni)en 

COUNTY. 


m 






lil 


li. 


hi 


SI 




^ok 


m 


^1 


m 


■m 


■si 




^^s 


^^i 


^ = s 


m 


m 




Si 




24 


79 


14 


117 


68 


54 


16 




5S4 


1,405 


663 


^,642 


1.433 


1,209 


61 




































76 
70 


30« 
130 


76 


450 


a30 
13S 


no 






12 




















34 


151 


35 


L>ao 


111 


109 


•Zi 




84 


aiH 

130 


m 

50 


;iao 


195 

129 


174 
124 












Houtb Burliiigtou .... 


Gi 


13U 




104 


81 










!« 
















43 


■J08 


132 
118 


131 










58 


151 


31 


336 


110 


118 










1,416 


3,045 


1,137 


G,498 


3,485 


3,063 









VERMONT SCHOOL REPORT. 



SCHOOL ATTBNDANCE.-TABI.E i 



11 



11 ¥ 

ss as 



85 3 

111 



Si 

is 



I' 



561 748 2. 



VERMONT SCHOOL REPORT. 



RESOURCES:— Table 4 
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SCHOOL HOUSES AND SUPPLIES.— Tabli 6.-1896. 
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TRAX8I*ORTATION.— Tablb 8—1898. 
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SCHOOLS— Tablr I.-1898. 
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RESOURCES.— Table 4.— 1898. 



ESSEX C^OUNTY. 


Grand list. 


Per cent of graud list 
raised for school purposes. 
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Amount received from 
Huntington fund. 


Amount received from 
U. S. Deposit Fund. 


Bloomfleld 

Brighton 
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Canaan 

Concord 
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39 $ 52;*25 89 
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70 61 
66 08 
83 68 

152 02 
240 48 
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223 17 
209 41 
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164 85 
734 54 
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RESOURCES.— Table 4.-1898-- Con. 



Amount received from 
5 per cent State tax. 


Amount received in tui- 
tions. 


Amount received from 
other sources. 


Total amount received. 


Indebtedness for school 
expenses. 


Indebtedness for repairs 
and new buildings. 


$ 220 69 


$ 2 50 


$ 138 31 


$ 1,289 35 
3,731 49 

303 00 
1,713 15 
3,880 66 

589 99 

706 76 
1,166 90 

576 57 
2,152 86 

709 79 
1,220 13 

579 64 






404 56 


177 79 




36 78 




35 00 
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258 08 


2 00 
63 78 
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1,170 25 
18 00 
36 00 
32 27 
57 43 
39 95 
28 12 
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110 34 






183 89 








110 33 








257 45 


14 66 
4 32 
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100 00 




147 47 
147 11 
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% 2,462 58 


$ 127 26 


$ 1,589 33 


$ 18,620 29 


$ 463 57 


$ 604 00 
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$ 367 78 


$ 44 25 

9 00 

280 00 

65 00 


% 


$ 2,377 93 
3,231 69 
5,953*45 
3,6555r2 
4,496 51 
l,52ra3 
3,123?00 
2,a35 65 
2,796^40 
3,200 54 
4,332^)1 
3,060 71 
18,053 82 
2,003 55 
6,743 85 

$ 67,491 36 


$ 300 00 


f 
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559 06 

172|28 

111 45 

32 00 

89 26 
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105 18 

99 44 

70 

93 00 
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02 
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359 66 
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$ 1,551 63 


$ 3,943 78 
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SCHOOLS.— Tablk 1 
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SCHOOW.-TABI.B 1.— IMS.— Con. 
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SCHOOL ATTENDANCE.— Tabi^ a— 1808. 
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RESOURCES.—Table 4. 1898. 
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RESOURCES— Table 4. 1898.— Con. 
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VERMONT SCHOOL RKPOKT. 



K'HOOLS.— TABLE I.-1808. 
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SCHOOL ATTEND ANCE.-TABI.E 3._ie98.-Con. 
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RESOURCES.— Table 4.— 1898. 
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RESOURCES— Table 4— 1898— Con. 
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SCHOOLS— Table I.— 1808, 
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SCHOOLS.— Tablb I.-Con. 
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1^1 well 

MOT^II 

Newiwrt . . . 

Troy 

Weatileld... 
Westmore.. 

Total.... 



f i|_. sn ih 
I*. %~d -it M 



St IF 



is i a» 



"^ 



I^. 
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SCHOOL ATTENDANCE.-Tabl,b 1 [ I. -ISSS. -Con. 
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VERMONT SCHOOL REPORT. 



RES0URCE9.-TAB1.B IV.-18U9. 



ORLEANS COUNTY. 



Si 



ll 



Albany 

Barton 

Browuiugtoi 
OharlfstOD . 
Coventry. . . 
(.'raftaliiiry , 

Glover , 

Givenaboro. 

Hollaud 

Trofburgb.... 

Lowell 

Muriimn 

Newport 

Troy 

Westfleld.... 
■ Westnwre... 

Total - . . . 



a.OBD 91 
4.046 34 
!!,TB6 3a 
4,750 03 
laj41 DO 
4,4.38 10 
3.768 51 
3,987 80 
4,736 40 
1,337 58 
2,952 65 



Q.10e 80 
2,100 00 

i,i!67 no 



1,216 90; 30 45 

1,R18 13, 40 as 

l.m* 08 33 53 

-i.OBB 68| 48 43 

5,T4a 30j no 51 

1,331 43 



l.STO 76' 
1,029 84! 
3.131 38 

448 08 
1.47B is 

619 97 
6,083 m 
2.441 43; 



33 40 



IIT 14 
110 86 
lOfi 03 
lai 04 

77 41 
1B3 70 

re 00 
306 00 
303 05 



130,300 04:» 843 11 f 3.030 04 
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RESOURCES.-Table IV.— 1898.— Con. 



B 

o 
u 



(X) . 

05 
C 9) 

go 
it ^ 



73 
0) 

> 

0) 

o 

(D 

a 

o 
B ^ 
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> 
o 

O 
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Sfe 
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> 

9 
O 

3 

o 
S 

o 
H 



o 
c 

x: 
o 



o 



OQ 
V 

a 



03 

CD 
O 



X5 

a 



OD 



O 



S^ 



COrrj 



441 33 
588 45 
220 67 
367 78 
267 45 
441 34 
7r2 34 
367 78 
367 78 
294 23 
294 23 
183 89 
a31 00 
147 11 
551 57 
441 34 
294 23 
147 11 



S 6,509 63 



240 22 

553 67 

9 25 

27 90 



37 00 
9 25" 


36 00 
14 73 



244 92 
103 10 
353 30 



1 00 
79 65 
45 00 
26 20 



40 00 
•29 32 
607 06 
28 00 
93 01 



129 40 
11 35 



14 
12 
94 
69 
62 



92 ;^ 

627 30 

54 06 



2,293 59 
7,150 50 
1,617 82 
2,203 
2,375 
3,658 
7,004 
2,469 
2,421 37 
1,556 57 
2,620 32 

877 94 
2,016 06 
1,109 81 
7,491 60 
4,129 16 
1,308 97 

773 12 



$. 



1,100 00 
' 328"i6 



1,585 00 




82 45 
1,500 00 



15 75 



$ 3,010 55i$ 1,600 75 



VERMONT SCHOOL REPORT. 



SCHOOL nOUSES AND SUPPLIES.-Tablb VI. 1898. 



ORLEANS 

(.■ULTNTY. 
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as 
i-. 



Albauy 

Barton 

Browniugton . , 

Cliarleston 

Uiiveutry 

Craf tsbury 

Derby 

Olover 

GreuuslMiro — 

Hollaud.. 

IrasburKli 

Loweli'.'.'.'.V.!" 

Newport 
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KXPF.VDTTURK8.-TABLK V.— 1898.— Con. 
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tJ 
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fl 
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s 
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»4 


»4 


H-l 


P 


"g 




O 


4J 


<M 


o 


O 


o 


o 


5) 


o 




4J 


•p4 


1 


1 

1 


4» 


1 


1 

M 


• 

a 


1 


i 

hi 


a 
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§ 




a 
3 


fl 
fl 




s^ 


s. 


s. 




O 

a 


l§ 


4 


1 




1 




1 


1 


-<5 


•< 


<1^ 


<1 


<i s> 


H 


(=^S 


o 


O 








cu 




fl 




R 







$. 


"471 92 
81 75 


« 

320 75 
150 00 


$ 102 40 
20 00 
33 25 




17 15 

4 00 

257 37 


90 62 

158 G3 

37 50 






114 00 
214 55 

18 00 




33 GC) 

8 00 

23 79 




60 00 


^ , 


""lil 66 

281 88 

24 50 

111 30 

157 50 

"14 00 


'256 60 

8 66 




10 00 

94 00 

G 0(1 

1G>80 


"15 50 
45 00 

15 00 


t 


1.024 44 


$ 1,457 68 


$ 896 30 



$ 2,717 20 


$ 27 56 


7.191 43 


500 57 


1,446 07 


446 01 


2,161 92 


164 48 


1,812 74 


24 78 


2,625 32 


643 05 


8,691 96 


934 61 


2,173 01 


112 09 


2.188 64 


54 70 


1,456 48 


10 86 


2,417 09 


132 49 


818 61 


8 no 


1 823 68 


53 98 


826 82 


?8 07 


6,630 31 


763 90 


3,500 50 


75 00 


1,391 42 


15 75 


579 74 


15 03 


$50,452 94 


$ 4,020 % 



$. 



4,500 00 



2,744 
7.692 
1,892 
2.326 
1,837 
3,268 
9,G27 
2.285 
2,243 
1,467 
2,549 

826 
1,877 

864 
7,394 
8,075 
1,407 

594 



76 
0'> 
11 
40 
52 
37 
57 
10 
34 
34 
58 
61 
66 
89 
21 



65 
88 
62 
58 
48 
69 
50 
51 
50 
50 
53 
62 
65 
45 
5'i 



50 132 



17 

77 



66 
50 

64 



J 7 77 


14 21 


11 26 


7 61 


8 13 


8 51 


13 56 


7 99 


8 01 


6 55 


10 66 


5 19 


8 09 


6 31 


13 81 


21 91 


6 20 


7 08 


$ 10 90 



t 



12 22 

12 70 

13 61 

10 62 

11 56 

10 96 

14 56 

11 31 

12 59 

8 W 

13 18 
6 26 

9 90 

8 65 
34 
85 

9 50 
8 26 



11 
21 



$ 12 53 



VERMONT SCHOOL REPORT. 



EXPKND[TUItKS.-TAHI,E V.-1SI8. 



COUNTY. 


•s 

i 

11 

if 


I 

li 
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1 

ii 


1 

II 

H 

I 

t 

i 

■< 


.1 


1 

if 

4 


1 

i 

j 


S 
1 
1 

1 
^1 


Alfauiy 

BartoB..... 

Cnn.borj... 
Derby. ... 

ai™ 

J»y-- ■ 

N^ri-.;:; 

Tro7 

Weitfield... 
WMtmoie... 


6,113 CO 
1.037 «6 

1,460 01 

0,312 a 
1^08160 

,673 a 
i.mx 

5,234 08 
2,885 00 

'400 72 


» M2S 

102 06 
34 00 
30 00 
47 00 
50 00 
18 00 

32 00 
30 00 
21 00 
5 26 


38 00. j7 7^ 

140 85 J7S 4< 
32 99' 23 40 

«Si •"■' 

Si! '11' 

17 5tt' 12 


* 

J5 00 
3U 


t 103 4: 

fil 0. 
299 11 

26 41 

81 7( 
881 

16 41 


» 120 6! 

75 71 

106 2! 
490 Tl 

30 0( 
82 00 
33 31 


2U0l« 

38 75 
34 lie 
25i3 
3»W 

ii 

33 00 

201 an 

57 00 
21 J5 


TottL...« 38,848 06 


t08180 


(797 OS* 1,287 (,5 


» 46 42 


t 1,1T6 B2 « 2.140 54 


« 1:297 86 



\ 



VERMONT SCHOOL REPORT. 



RXPRVnrTURK-S -Tai 
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1,882 11. 62 
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*10 90 














2,1B1 9a 
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8.691 9G 
2,178 01 

1^4SG D 
2.4IT01 

B.B30 31 








DOR 




ifiS7 as 

3.M8 37 
»,IB7 B7 
2.2SS 10 
2.243 34 
1,4GT 34 

7.3M2 

s,07Ba 


18 

SI 

50 

02 






























BOO 


"ii 




8W 




3g u: 

IB 71 
16 03 












10 a 


"V^SOOM 


1134 










»l^M 


* 1.4B7 CS 


t 89030 


t60,«ra94 


» 4,020 iir 


f 4,600 00^»M,M3 BOJ 01 


* ^^^ 



VERMONT SCHOOL EEPORT. 



TRANSPORTATION.— TABIjB VIII. 1898. 



ORLEANS COUNTY. 
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VERMONT SCHOOL RKPORT, 



TEAUHBRS.— Tabij: VII. 1898. 



ORLEANS 
(JOUNTY, 



in 



AII>aQ;,. 



Brdwiiingtiiu. 
Cbar1e8t«n.... 

Coveutry 

Cruftaliiiry. . . 

Derby 

Glovnr 

Gre«iiaboro . 

Holliiud 

Irasliurfrli 

Jiiy. 



Lnwtill 

Morgau... 
Newpiirt.. 



Totiil '..... in 



$ S 2& 

12 66 
600 

8 GO 



VERMONT SCHOOL REPORT. 



TBACHBHS.— TABIjB VII.— 1888.— Coti. 



ORLEANS COUNTY. 
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VERMONT SCHOOL REPOBT. 



TRANSPORTATION. -TABLE VIII, 1898. 



0RI.RAN9 COUNTY. 
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VERMONT SCHOOL UEPORT. 



8(.;HOOI;i.-TAi 



RUTLAND 
COUNTV. 
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VERMONT SCHOOL RKlVtRI, 



S(;HOOia.-TABLE r.-18B8.-Coii. 
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VERMONT^ SCHOOL KEPOKT. 



SCHOOL CENSUS.— Tablb II.— 1898. 
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VERMONT SCHOOL REPORT. 



SCHOOL ATTENDANCE.— Table 111.-1808. 



RUTLAND 
tmiNTY. 


I 


111 

II ^' 

lilt. 


II 

ill 


1 
1 


11 

li 

ti 


ti. 

11 




61 
128 

143 
W 
■2A 
36 

lai 

16 
20 

31 

55 

■a 

70 

30 
70 
liffi 

ni 
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16 
4» 
U 
21 
87 
26 
10 

m 


111 

37a 

251 
02 
118 
181 

386 
54 
6I> 
53 
79 

lie 

47 
209 
82 
22iJ 
426 
335 
1,016 
113 
52 
99 
43 
SI 
190 
50 
51 


21 
97 
28 
23 
23 
31 
OB 
20 
5 

20 
20 

7 
74 

2 
101 
89 

10 


193 
596 

422 
144 
1G6 
200 
800 
90 
80 

& 

104 

78 

04 

393 
714 

607 
1,700 
206 


103 
276 

214 

97 
112 

27T 
48 
41 
36 

101 

30 
192 

88 
181 
343 

256 
820 
104 
35 

33 
40 
177 

72 
37 


00 
319 
208 

OS 

329 
42 
39 
44 
81 
9S 
39 
161 
26 
212 
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43 
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52 
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StmOOL ATTKNDANCB.-TAH1 
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VERMONT SCHOOL REPORT. 



RESOURCES.— Table IV. 1898. 




RUTLAND 
COUNTY. 



Benson 

Brundon 

Castletoii 

Chitteudeu 

Clarendon 

Drtnby... 

Fair Haven 

Hubbard ton 

Ira 

Mendon 

Middletown Sps.. 

Mount Holly 

Mount Tabor 

Pawlet 

PittHfleld 

Pittsford 

Poultney 

Proctor 

Rutland City 

Rutland Town . . . 

Sherburne 

Shrewsbury 

Sudbury 

Tinmouth 

Wallingford 

Wells 

West Haven 

West Rutland.... 

Total 



$ 



5,286 16 

18,817 30 

8,6:.'8 19 

2,869 37 

6,064 41 

4,707 41 

11,827 71 

3,;i')8 59 

1,756 58 

1.724 28 

4.1.35 91 

3,924 58 

1,018 66 

8,894 74 

1,625 95 

11,740 98 

12,118 61 

12,207 98 

85.647 98 

8,788 a5 

1,582 57 

4,717 26 

2,794 m 

2.318 68 

11,565 68 

2,809 80 

2,8:^9 94 

19,386 90 



263,059 40 



30 


$1,619 69 


$ 33 54 


$ 106 27 


39 


7,355 19 


126 14 


399 74 


50 


4,314 10 


91 31 


••••••••^•••« 


50 


1,434 69 


27 82 


42 00 


28 


1,707 25 


;i5 36 


112 07 


;^o 


1.412 22 


41 31 


130 91 


58 


6,929 87 


106 36 


a37 05 


45 


1,511 37 


19 28 


56 11 


25 


425 00 


16 04 


50 00 


50 


862 31 


21 72 


68 84 


40 


1,617 07 


29 95 


94 92 


20 


784 91 


46 26 


148 27 


50 


509 33 


16 62 


59'80 


41 


3,691 68 


66 50 


210 73 


41 


666 63 


17 83 


56|49 


45 


5,283 64 


67 64 


219.35 


60 


6,980 32 


115 50 


293123 


44 


5,485 43 


66 99 


212:31 


40 


35,000 00 


400 93 


1,254 95 


30 


2,431 59 


47 22 


165 26 


30 


474 77 


17 19 


54-47 


50 


2,358 63 


37 12 


117|62 


30 


838 30 


19 15 


39 19 


25 


613 28 


16 58 


52K3 


27 


3,200 00 


66 04 


209 29 


:m) 


842 94 


2:^ 66 


62|95 


37 


1,033 00 


15 70 


49^72 


36 


7,027 83 


140 24 


444 75 

1 


38 


$106,411 04 


$ 1,730 00 


$ 5,048 82 
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RESOURCES— Table IV. 1898.— Con. 



Amount received from 
five per cent State Tax. 


Amount received in Tui- 
tions. 


Amount received from 
other sources. 


Total amount received. 


Indebtedness for school 
expenses. 


Indebtedness for repairs 
and new buildings. 


^ 331 00 


500 00 
25 20 

39 18 


$ 30 00 

89 29 

312 00 

30 00 


$ 2,120 50 
9,()95 61 
5,183 94 
1,831 14 
2,148 91 
2,663 55 
8,156 14 
2,120 44 

613 87 
1.159 74 
1,903 05 
1,368 22 

659 30 
4,463 73 

833 59 

6,148 68 

10,032 92 

7,604 62 

38,356 38 

3,967 67 

956 82 
2,937 15 
1,174 88 

900 02 

4.314 35 

1.315 94 
1,a55 87 
8,253 14 






625 25 






441 33 






257 45 




$ 1,180 00 


294 23 


163 30 


331 00 


27 00 

220 00 

221 11 
12 50 
30 00 

145 00 
21 00 


721 11 
48 00 
55 12 




514 86 






257 45 






110 33 






147 11 


29 76 
9 00 


2 00 




147 11 




367 78 


283 67 




73 55 






478 12 


16 70 
71 40 
81 75 
107 45 
92 00 
27 49 








13 74 


7 50 

54 97 

1,837 64 

1,380 11 

18 00 

955 82 

194 00 

20 00 

94 35 

70 16 

280 93 

165 72 






441 33 






698 78 
367 78 


801 00 


1,400 00 
5.000 00 


1,655101 
367278 










188:89 
367 78 


32 50 
36 00 










183^.89 






147*47 




150 00 


/. . 


404^59 


153 50 




220 67 






257 45 








625 23 




15 09 














$ 10,311 96 


$ 1,719 78 


$ 6,418 57 


$131,640 27 


f 1,399 97 


$ 7,580 00 
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KXPBHDITDRBS.— Tuu V.—lgOS—Con. 
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SCHOOL HOUSES AND SUPPLIES.— Tabi 



RUTLAND 
COUNTY. 
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TEACHEBS.— Tabi* vn.— 1898. 



RUTLAND COUNTY. 



BraudoD 

GaBtleton.... 
Ghlttendea.. . 



Dauby. 

Fair Haven. 

Hubliardtoa 

Tra 

MeBdOD 

Uiddletowo SprlDga. . 

Mount Holly 

■Mount Tabor 

Pawlet 

PltUfleia 

PitKford 

Poultney 

Proctor 

Rutland City 

ButlandTown 

Sherburne 

Shrewsbury 

Sudbury 

Tiumouth 

Wallingford 

Wells 

West Haven 

West Rutland 

Total 
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TBAOHEaa— Table VIL— 189e.-Coii. 



RUTLAND COtTNTY. 
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TRAN81>ORTATION.— Tarlb ¥111,-1838. 
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MISCELLANEOUS.— Tablb IX.— 1896. 



RUTLAND COUim'. 
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MISCELLANEOUS TABLE IX.— Con.— 1898. 
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S('nC)()LS.— TABLE L-18y8. 
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SCI lOOUS.— TABLE I. 1H98.— Con. 
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8CH00I. CENSUS.— Table II.— 1S9S. 
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SCHOOL ATTENDANCE.-Table Tir.— 1898.— Con. 
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RESOURCES— Table IV.— 1898. 



WASHINGTON 
COUNTY. 
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6,285 73 
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57 
50 
25 
35 

120 
42 

110 
50 
45 
29 
40 
40 
52 
38 
45 
40 
50 
20 
50 
30 



44 
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6,026 31 
2,814 20 
1,850 00 
6,005 52 
1,313 12 
7,167 60 
864 55 
2.032 96 
1,211 75 

10,560 67 
1.856 40 
5,809 78 
1,526 28 
1,261 35 
1,945 12 
1,678 98 
2,517 84 
1,220 14 
735-93 
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$ 
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57 70 
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34 76 
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20 31 
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33 88 
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36 28 

100 15 

28 39 
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27 63 
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92 74 
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97 82 
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3 3,580 33 
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RESOURCES.— Table IV .—1898-- Con. 



Amount reoeived from 
6 per cent State t«ax. 


Amount received in tui- 
tions. 


Amount received from 
other sources. 
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> 

£ 

a 
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c 

B 


Indebtedness for school 
expenses. 


Indebtedness for repairs 
and new buildings. 
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588 45 
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126 90 


$ 298 54 


$ 16,979 08 
7,082 49 
3,476 86 
2,575 80 
6,692 39 
1,780 38 
7,682 46' 
1,244 63 
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1,927 83 
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7,268 16 
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1,647 45 
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258 08 


36 36 


. 226 86 




331 00 


33 50 
145 16 
285 56 

41 50 
297 85 
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$ 24,832 68 
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SCHOOL HOUSES AND 8UPPLIE8.-Tabl» VI.— 1898. 
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TRANSPORTATION.— Tabm VIII.— 1898, 
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SCHOOLS— Table I— 1898. 
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SCHOOLS.— TAblb I. -Con.' 
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CHOOL ATTRNDANCE.-Tai(lb 111.-1808. 



WINDHAM 

COUNTY. 



it 
II-- 



P^ 






Atlieus 

Brattlt^horo 

Brooklilie 

DuTtinif reton.. , 

Unittoii 

Guilford 

Hnlirnx 

Jamaica 

Loudonderry . . 

Marllii.ro 

Newfiine 

Putney 

RookingbBtii... 

Bomfroet 

Stratton 

Townaliend 

Vemou 

Wardsboro 

Weal minister. .. 
WhitlDgtaam. , . . 
Wilmlagton . . , . 
Wlndbam 

Total 






is 



-'3 


6 


30 


■Wl 


■X6 


993 : 














PS 


36 


Ifli 


78 


19 


120 


90 




143 


9i) 












98 


48 


193 


l-t 


21 


71 


108 


31 


183 


9D 






esi 


247 


1,158 


1 




9 






35 




3)1 
















138 


34 


■rja 


ise 


63 


226 








IB 


18 


84 


2.928 


ars 


4,876 
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SCHOOL ATTENDANCE. -Tablb Itr.- 



1 

i 


II 

41 
^11 


''I 
III 


w 

ill 

i 


. * 
1 
1 

^11 


it 

i 

pi. 
^11 


1 

■5^ 


li ' 

~l 
|i 
is 

1 


1. 




! 




3,460 

m.ms 

4.025 
1,110 
0.B30 
2,380 

a.io5 

11,615 
00,535 

IS 
IIS 

158,310 
98,000 
4158 
14,184 
11,1110 
13,177 
25,444 

■a,ns 

24.730 
7,420 


BG 
140 
80 
99 
103 
104 
107 
85 
97 
lOB 
100 

las 

lOT 
118 
95 

las 

02 
115 
03 

loa 

8S 


140 
173 
140 
159 
148 
140 
140 
140 
140 
UO 
140 
143 
168 
185 
140 
140 
133 
160 
14(1 
160 
140 
140 
157 




u 


iW j 135 




»sa 


809 




" ■ ■ 1 










164 
















































170 


















80 


























1.183 








































97 




















19 


171 
















































i.m 


m 


388 


a;! 


1,033 


6Te,oo:i 


130 


Ifil 


4,8m 



VERMUXT SCHOOL REPliRT. 



BBaOITRCBS.— Tai 



WISDHAM COCKTT. 



I i 



$ 909 *t 

w.sBsa 

™ ' sme-ae- 

Dorer i 24B8 41, 

DmnmeTBton *J«- » 

6nrt.>D _ 3..ld(>9T 

GoBford. I 3.7S57' 

H>iibx saa»a> 

Jainwu* — I 3,097 17 

I^KkdoDdelTT 4,sa5» 

Stariboro !.»« oe; 

irewbne. --- .W» 15 

Pntner 3.(01 tMI 

- ■ - ».1»3» 

8*«91 

3.T3S>«- 

iMisi 

W>nbboTT> l,9&lt)6. 

Westmimner.^ auo 54 

mutin^taam.- 3,33* 1& 

WUmiagton 1.(166 1*. 

Wmdtiam LX! 47 

To««l Il 154,883 T* 




49 «T$.WT a^iSLm 
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RESOURCES.-Table IV.— 1898.— Con. 



Amount received from 
five cent Stale tax. 


Amount received in tui- 
tions. 


Amount received from 
other;;sources. 


• 

5 


ludebieduess for school 
puiposes. 


Indebtedness for repairs 
and new buildings. 


$ 110 60 

1,029 79 

73 56 


$ 


8 18 10 


$ 491 04 

30.814 76 

420 48 

1 421 07 






430 00 






4a 




• 


* 183 89 


11 70 
20 07 


44 OS 






220 67 


18 16 2,149 46 

64 49 1.844 12 

201 44 2 548 61 


132 12 




257 46 




367 78 


io'oo 

15 00 
45 00 
27 50 






307 78 




2,072 62 
2,2(h 57 
2.555 74 
1,227 63 
2,138 81 
2.571 08 
22.189 71 

248 65 

697 50 
1,693 14 

981 87 
1,555 11 
2,881 27 
2,638 56 
3,318 44 

844 91 






367 78 


101 70 






367 78 






183 89 


92 05 






331 01 








295 25 


30 00 
805 40 


io'is 






1,066 56 
36 78 




6,000 00 






147 17 




91 72 


71 91 




220 67 


26 93 




183 89 


39 00 

1 38 






257 45 


12 00 






331 82 






367 78 


6 25 

24 00 

115 14 


11 23 
69 Oil 
18 00 






367 78 






183 89 












$ 7,321 02 


$ 1,678 99 


$ 776 05 


$ 89,909 15 


$ 204 03 


S 6,0u0 00 



VERMONT SCHOOL REPORT. 



EXPENDITURES,— Table V,— 1898. 



WINDHAM 


if 

1 


1 


1 

1 

!l 

s 


1. lll 


il 

"1 


1 

» 
1 

1 


i 

i 

1 

k 


Alhani 


B,61GH 
330 60 
1,001 K 

I'.mm 

1,»73 1!0 

1:SS 
'•gl!S 

l.T34a 
131230 W 

1,118 W 

a.iBOH 
2,363 M 


t 20( 

■ao( 

19 « 

BO a 

16 0( 


42 n 

IB a 
" la '6( 

20 71 


'■■•Is 

38 s; 

SS 

71 « 
1,2K-. 11 

32 Si 

Is 


« 


'■•1! 

T 3fl 
90 39 

4101 


1,244 11 

82 01 

24 7< 
84 GO 
09 U 

■X 11 
66 71 

20 71 
34 01 


t 750 








DOVM 




IJW 








































66 38 
113 20 

''11 

60 01 
4S 11 

24 11 




F^^ 

Wudiihoro;. 
Wo-tiriin-ter 
WliltiughmBL 

WillDlugtOD . 
WlDdham... 


3 


1 


40 IS 

876 
48 2S 

26 60 
MOO 


ToUI.... 


» 4B,M1 61 


» 1,892 39 


(030 81 


»*,300 22 


•"" 


* 6,376 47 


t 3,846 31 


» 2,997 48 
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EXPENDITURES. -Table V,— 180S.— Con. 







3 75. 










229 00 















































v,s;i' 












1^19 05 




1^19 06 
































-«!; 


SI 77 .. 














































yiS 


























3840 


TSdW 



B8i,» TtevlfifMistr.vioa 



vSlfiUsa 



12(80^5 16 Sj (13 tl ■!« r 



a44> 



VERM<iNT SCHOOL REPOKT 



SCIKJOL HOL'SES AND SUPPLIES.— Table VI. 1898. 



X 

V 

X 



X — 



WINDHAM 
COUNTY. 



Athens 3 

Briittlehon) 17 

livoi ►kliue 3 

Dover 7 

Diiiiiiiiei*stoii 11 

Grafton 7 

(iiiilford 14 

Halifjix 13 

Jiinijiiea 12 

Londonderry 13 

Marll)()ro . . .* 9 

Newtane 11 

Putney 10 

Koekiiighani 14 

S(nn»M*set 2 

Stialt')n 4 

Townshend 10 

Venion 7 

Wardshoro 7 

\V.»stininsler 11 

Whitinghain 13 

Wilmington 11 

Windliam (5 

Total 21.") 



— 


X 


X 1 


X ;. 


X X 


X 








'^ ^M 


m * 












•w ^^ 




2 


X 


X — 




i— 
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— X 
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^^ 
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^iM M* 
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__ ^ 


1, ^ 


— X 
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^ 


C X 


'^ ^ 


• Z ^^ 


s 



X — 



;^ X 



5 .=^ =r 



if ^ 





Niiin 
; : : : houses 


• 


-■- X* 


= * X 




E ^ 




1 






y 
1 


6 


G 
•> 

* 6' 
5 
9 

• • • ■ • 

13 
"3* 


7 
•> 

10 
9 

S 

13 
•> 

11 


•> 

3 
•» 

6 

10 

3 

.-^ 

13 

3 

11 


3 


2:^2 


1 






4 

1 


.... 


1 


1 


2() 


4 






4 


i 
1 


3 

1 

3 
'> 

4 

3 

1 
1 
4 
1 
4 
.... 

1 
1 

41 






4 






4 

3 

1 
•> 


« 

1 
4 


40 


1 

1 


1 

1 

5 
3 

*io' 

4 

7:> 


4 

1 
4 

(j 
5 

i 

8 

io 
•> 

114 


3 
1 
3 
G 
5 
« 

8 

9 

10 

3 


400 








5 






o 












4 


•> 




4 

1 
•> 


i 
10 


" *5tV 

• • . . . 


55) 


118 


742 
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TEACHERS.— Tabi-k VII. 1886. 



WINDHAM 
(.OUNTV. 


it 


|1 


pi 
111 

i 


III 

is, 
^111 


II 
1- 

11 
Isi 

HI 


11 

ii 






^ 

A 

11 
7 
12 

13 

11 
6 
W 
13 

3S 

a 

9 
9 
B 
10 

8 
Ifi 
14 

e 




i 

10 

5 
8 
6 

la 

2 
9 

11 
10 
7 
1 

6 
S 
8 
6 
11 
9 
4 


00 
7 « 

7U0 

7 40 
CM 
U IT 
894 
9 21 
25 U7 

*'*e*66' 

"tio" 

gnu 

72B 
16 00 

6S0 


S 5S1 
10 07 


BnitUuboro 


4 
3 


3 
2 . 












3 

3 
3 
6 
6 
5 

e 
■i 


3 
3 














6C8 




S . 

5 * 
6 

2 










Puluej 

SookiDghHin 


7 21 
10 (« 




1 


1 


628 












•i 
a 
■i 

1 


2 
1 
1 
















Wludham 


636 


Total 


68 


2ia 


*3 


180 


8 10 78 


S 705 
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TEACHERS.— TABLE VII.-lB09.-Coii. 



WINDHAM COUNTY. 


1! 

PI 


if 

it 

a. 

-o 1 

= i 

6z 


11 

III 


It 
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1! 

i 
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i! 

!i 

III 


i 

.5 








8 

4 

2 

4 

11 
!3 
1« 


1 

I 

1 

4 
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a 
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4 


4 












a 
11 

(J 

:t 

:| 
a 


a 

a 

4 
II 
2 

a 

1 

1 
r> 
1 






•i 


1 


















i 


1 

1 


















?SS"::;;;::::::::::::;:.::i ' \ 1 


4 


StraUou ' 1 

Veruoii ' 

WardBboro 

WhUlDKbam ' 

^ramingbm 1 1 3 


B 

a 
n 

7 
7 
3 


1 

a 
a 

7 


"a 

4 

a 

4 


■.:: 








■m IS 1 140 
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TRANSPORTATION.— TABLE Tin. 18D8. 





1 


T' 


1 


i 


eg 


If 




1 


■3 




■3^ 

1- 


t^ 
















WINDHAM CUUNTr 


i5 


^5 




-SI" 


Si 


^ : 






1? 


»2 


kI 


II 


«■ 
















Athena 






1 


n 


9 
























2 






































6 


6 




















4 


U 


IT 


























Marlboro.. 








3 


5 


6 








1 






3 
































1 


1 


1 


























































Westminster 






3 




5 




































i 


S 


i 


1 










Total 1 3 


40 


108 


lU 


62 
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MISCELLANEOUS.— TiBLB IX.— 1898. 



WINDHAM COUNTY, 


1 
b 

1 
f 

II 


1 

1. 


1 

8| 


; 


1 

.s 

3 

£ 


■] 

1 

1 




4 

ts 

B 

17 
33 
34 
SI 

2J 

a 

30 
31 

3i 
«( 

ao 

3B 
24 
20 
40 
33 
91 
17 


• 10 

ss 

3 






1 
1 






1 




10,388 
















a 

11 
















1 


2,400 










4 
8 

14 

a 

15 

1 

90 
1 
8 

a 

'1 

B 
9 

n 

5 
























1 
















1 

1 
1 


H 






i 




6.769 






i 
































































1 

1 






















768 
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1 


2 


10 


a.ers 





VKRMONT SCHOOL RER)RT. 



MISCELLANKUUa -Table IX.— Cm 
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1 

2 

g 
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3 

11 
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1 

if 
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1 

5 
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1 
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s 
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22 

11 
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1 
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•i 


25 

a 
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6 
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s 
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4 
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1.061 


1 




1 




1 
























1 

■"■fl" 
4 
30 
I 




■i 


' "i" 
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■'a** 
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1 


35 
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" "i" 


































1 


1.221 




35 


3 
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7 


' 
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VERMONT SCHOOL REPORT. 



SCHOOLS.— Tablk I.— 1H98. 



WINDSOR 
COUNTY. 



-Ill 



^B ■:ss '.s 



= £ 



I II Ji |l I'i t . It 



ll'^ll 



irsji SI 



%-A^fA^l a- 



Aiidorer 


1 
\ 

Vi 
16 

10 
12 






7 




























10 















U 




6 
















2 1 S 












1 


..-,.. 




1 


































1 
T 

11 

U 






11 








PIfiiiiiuth 



















G 
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Rocbeater 














! !■■■„■■ 






4 
4 




Royaltou 

Sharon 





1 




ao 


Spriii^rlleld 










a 






■ 1 5 1 a 


a 








lu 
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G 






10 
G 










2 

























■i'"«"" 






U 1 1 
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Total 


2Si 


" 


8 CO W) 


»4 


21 


4S 


lae 



VERMONT SCHOOL REPORT. 



S(;HOOLS.-Tablb r.-1898,-Con. 
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,, 
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31 


1(1 




i 










,;, 








1 






38fi 


SO 


u 

8 


•i 






1 






4 






am 


1 




2 


33(1 


330 
SflO 

a.16 




8 
8 




1 




1 






3 












1 










































*flT 


3^ 


il 






1 


1 












7!i8 


aa 


lii 


1 












1 
10 












18 




■^(U 


m 


w 


1 






1 






3 


:i2 


























■23a 


san 


20 


K 


1 










































318 
4 8 


33 









1 
1 






•i 
s 


7 
6 




168 


1 






a 


eo 


T,88« 


8,oia 


«1 


m 


12 


7 


" 


9 


M 


78 


™ 


318 
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SCHOOL CENBUS.—TABLB 11.-1898. 





i , 




h 


i. 


3 


t 


^ 




g^ 




1! 




1 


S 


Ii 


WIND80II 


Bg 


il 


B% 


It 


1! 


^- 


COUNTY. 


ii 


n 


11 


■5* 


ll 


II 


1£ 




%-B 


^" 


■sS 


■c- 


^3 


"SS 


'»'i 










«P 










«f 




K| 


K5 


zi 


^^ 






















G6 






























33 
91 


141 

19i> 


GS 

13U 


341 


116 

'^18 


135 
1U5 




Bethel 








111 


116 


3H7 


13". 
























lib 


IKi 


183 


11^ 


351 


333 


13 




















5G 


14C 


90 
18(1 




148 


144 










































■m 

36 


8U 
TO 


71) 
8T 


175 


07 


78 
84 










































































41 

55 


Oi 


70 
98 


303 
281 


91 

15<l 


IS 










.W 








13a 


80 










lU 


2U9 
306 


146 
310 


43U 
530 


356 


307 














1,654 


3,574 


3,754 


7m 


4.051 


8,831 









VERMONT SCHOOL REPORT. 



SCHOOL ATTENDANCE.— Table III.— 1808, 





1-s 


H 


^5 


■2^ 


3^ 


SI 


= 


WI&fDSOR 
COUNTY. 


-! 

:! 


.J, 

Is 

ft 

IS 


111 


3 " 
1 


!1 
u 

II 
s-a 


II 


11 

re 

Is 






S2 




111 


1 


= i 


Audover 


Zl 


78 


15 


114 


b5 


40 








n 




n 








Baruard 


47 


131 


J2 


2D0 


105 


9. 




Bethel 


83 


M7 


09 


339 


177 


102 




Bridge water 


i3 


m 


Z! 


14n 


70 


79 




Cava.id.3b 


69 


136 


^s 


233 


123 


110 




Chenler 




JIB 




543 


184 






Hnrtfort' 


171 


«0 


m 


711 


S-M 


307 


35 


Hartlaud 


ftl 


136 


i,i 


22J 


106 


lie 




Ludlow 


T-i 


JIK 


106 


399 


207 


irj 


15 


Norivich 


M 


123 


ei 




107 


104 




PlymiHith 


31 


HI) 




138 


78 


(.1 




Pomdet 


U 


79 


M 


117 


59 


58 




Rending 


^ 


5G 


17 


loo 


44 


50 




Roche'itcr 


SB 


140 


70 


246 


122 


124 




Royillloii 


58 


187 


8fa 


331 




157 




Sbaruii 


10 


SM 


Ifl 


123 


81 


oa 


7 


bprlii^iHeld 


111 


371 


141 


623 


207 


326 




Slockhndgc 


JC 


UJ 


34 


l'>2 


55 


07 






1» 


38 


213 


107 


106 




Wesbicj 




115 


Si) 


IIN, 








W Windsor 






M 


111 


M 


47 




WiucNor 




^1 


70 


358 


184 


174 




Woudshioh 


TO 


JOB 


IJb 


413 


i»r 


216 




Total 


TioT 


1636 


"TJsT 


6096 


30G2 


Tm~ 


64 
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I Si I 
oil' 



a 



20.854 
51.419 



19.413 
10,887 

15.646 
49.S40 
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RESOURCEa.— Tablk IV. 18B8. 



WINDSOR 
COUNTY. 






j 


g 

h 

If 






8 1,616 78 

'35153 
3.458 SS 
9,080 79 
3,381 27 
7.417 17 
11,186 2S 
24,837 59 
7.220 29 
8,933 76 
5,169 47 
2,564 86 
4,178 44 

2,700 or 

6,861 10 
7,388 72 

ie;871 22 
3.447 36 
5.340 74 
3,063 00 
3,820 74 
10.530 00 
28,405 92 


8 

.'.0 
47 
47 
33 
45 
46 
37 
50 
45 
40 
60 
36 
68 
62 
40 
50 
37 
44 
40 
50 
50 
33 


S 80789 
160 10 

730 44 
3,699 73 
1.619 33 
2.437 57 
5.aS3 38 
ll,:t23 SS 
2,871 60 
4.400 87 
3,826 28 

981 ^ 
3.086 73 

876 00 
3,188 26 
4.587 18 
1,647 66 
7,907 28 

930 7S 
2.358 23 
1,325 19 
1,410 87 
6,025 73 
9.498 64 


S 16 93 
244 

34 98 
59 18 
42 80 

89 ai 
68 09 
142 63 

63 09 
67 38 
49 69 
28 77 

33 97 
28 54 
47 94 
54 61 
38 09 

109 79 

34 07 
44,74 
33 93 
31,73 

SS 




Baltimore 


7W 






Uaveudish 




]4I83 


Hartford 

Harlland 


126 83 
168 22 






Plymouth 


91 44 






Roohester 


160 00 






Spriugneld 

Stockbridge 

Weatbersffeld. . . . 


207 08 
107 96 
141 78 


w^twinas^r::;: 


68 88 


Woodstock 


32 74 


Total 


t 179,727 96 


36 


e 26,957 91 


• 1,262 92 


B 3,340 68 
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RESOURCES— Table IV. 1898.— Con. 



287 39 
36 78 
367 88 
551 67 
367 78 
370 85 
478 12 
993 01 
514 89 
404 56 
478 12 
257 45 
294 23 
183 89 
404 56 
478 12 
367 78 
698 78 

a3i 00 

367 78 
294 23 
220 67 
3;^1 00 
255 41 
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104 32 
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831 02 
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97 25 
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24 25 

9 00 

12 84 



200 00 

78 83 

las 22 

278 21 

549 39 

329 43 

45 00 



109 32 
124 10 
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1,112 50 



$ 1,678 95 $ 6.337 48 



1,367 
207 
1,315 
4,729 
2,279 
3,039 
7,870 
13.105 
3,608 
5,983 
3,264 
1,433 
2,761 
1,177 
4,088 
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1,966 
3,211 
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10,996 
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BXPENDITURE8.-TABLE V.-1S98, 
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EXPENDrrUBE8.-TABi.K V.-18B8.-C<m. 
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SCHOOL HOUSES AND SUPPLIES.— Tabi-1! VI.-1898. 
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TEACHERS. -Table VII,— 1898. 
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TEACHERS.— TABU! VII,— 18B8.— Con. 
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TRANSPORTATION.— Table VIII.— 1888. 
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VERMONT SCHOOL REPORT. 



MISCELLANEOUa— Table IX.— 1898. 
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STATISTICS OF ACADEMIES.— 1897-38. 
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VERMONT SCHOOL REPORT. 



FIVE PER CENT STATE SCHOOL TAX. 

FOR 1897 AND 1898. 

The annual tax requin^d to be assessed by the provisions of Sec- 
tions 758-764 of Vermont Statutes, was dul}' levied for the year 1897 
and paid into the treasury of the State, and on the 5th da}' of Juh-, 
1897, was divided and distributed among the several town&i cities 
and unorganized towns, in proportion to the number of legal schools 
sustained in each during the school ^ear ending March 31, preced- 
ing as certified to the State Treasurer b}* the State Superintendent 
of Education. 
The grand list for the year 1896, as certified to the 

Treasurer by the Secretary of State was . . $1,746,972 23 
And the tax of five cents on the dollar amounted to 87,348 61 

The tax for 1898 was assessed upon the grand list of 

1897, to wit 1,743,911 49 

And the tax amounted to 87,195 58 

The following statement bhows the amounts paid into the treasury 
by the several towns, cities, and unoiganized towns and gores for 
each year, and the sums subsequ( ntly repaid to them on the number 
of schools maintained for the year 1897, together with the apportion- 
ment of the tax of 1898, which is now about to be distributed, viz. : 



ADDISON COUNTY. 

1897. 



1898. 



Towns. 5 p. e. 

Addison $284 07 

Bridport 345 00 

Bristol biU *U 

Cornwall 242 14 

Ferrisburg 536 37 

Goshen 39 58 

Granville 79 55 

Hancock 56 75 

Leicester 116 47 

Lincoln 189 87 

Middlebury 978 3i^ 

Moukton 226 ol 

New Haven 380 00 

Orwell 414 17 

Panton 126 55 

Ilipton 69 94 

HuIiMbiiry 224 50 

Shon^ham 42H 51 

8tarksboro 177 41 

Vergeimes 419 88 

Waltham 81 77 

Wey bridge KW 82 

Whiting 110 m 

Total $6,^27 52 



No. 
s(rhools. 

9 

9 
13 

7 
15 

4 

6 

2 

5 

8 
15 

7 
10 

9 

4 

7 

7 
12 

9. 

6 

3 

4 

5 



Apportion- 

ment. 
taSl 00 

3;n 00 

478 12 

257 45 

551 67 

147 11 

220 67 
73 56 

18;^ 89 

294 23 

551 67 

257 45 

^167 78 

3iii 00 

147 11 

257 45 

257 45 

441 34 

3;J1 00 

220 (i7 

110 33 

147 11 

183 89 



5. p. c. 

tax. 

S285 35 

343 35 

5;^7 95 

240 37 

522 81 

38 89 

79 82 

58 19 

123 02 

186 71 

950 04 

226 59 

370 29 

410 85 

126 06 

70 06 

226 70 

431 76 

179 32 

423 78 

78 76 

168 U 

110 00 



No. 
schools. 

8 
10 
11 

7 
11 

3 

6 

2 

6 

8 
14 

2 
10 

9 

4 

I 

7 

11 
9 
6 
3 
4 
5 



Appor- 
lion't. 
$295 83 
369 79 
406 76 
258 85 
406 77 
110 94 
221 87 
^73 96 
221 87 
295 83 
517 70 
73 96 
369 79 
332 81 
147 91 
258 86 
258 85 
406 76 
332 81 
221 87 
110 93 
147 91 
184 89 



176 



$6,472 95 $6,189 01 163 $6,027 51 
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BENNINUTON COUNTY. 



inuigtu 



467 M 14 



AriiL- 

BennUigtuu 1,808 00 

Dorset.:. '"'"" 

Laiiderove — 

Fiiwiiiil'.....!. 
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SaiidKiil'^-. . . . 
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Shaftfibuiy... 

Stamford 

Suiidc;rland . . 

Wiubnll 

Woodford 



No. Apporitou 
scbouU. meut. 

9 $331 00 

31 1,140 12 

18 4T8 11 



3UG 69 12 



Total.. 
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« 




21 US 


a 
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m 50 


11 


4U4 6G 






147 11 








7*16 


h 




Gl iS 


3 


110 33 


0040!) 


138 


8.1.075 38 



CALEDONIA COUNTY. 



1,072 38 
443 74 

36 68 
73 96 



147 »1 

184 89 
147 91 
110 94 



f7 94 130 85,oa9 09 









514 89 


306 67 


1* 


517 76 




198 53 




294 23 


196 61 








,SS5 3T 


13 


478 12 


390 15 








8250 
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220 67 
662 01 


85 17 
(178 81 


6 
18 




Lyiidoii 


665 61 
















25a7S 
336 ifc-. 


7 
11 


25T45 
404 66 
294 22 


25148 
325 78 
116 67 


10 










295 82 




. 2.041 S7 
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919 45 


2,045 06 
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147 97 


































Whcelook 


25 8!-. 




2W23 


22 12 






Total 


85,980 in 
CII 


175 


86.436 18 


85,949 24 
TY. 


173 


86,337 30 




TTENDEN COUN 
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9 97 01 
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8147 94 


Bur1lusf>u 


. lijwi afl 


4» 


1,802 13 










r^ 


44134 


442 19 


12 


4*3 74 






15 


551 67 


750 78 


16 


591 66 


















. 361 as 


la 


441 34 










154 47 


« 


220 67 














367 78 


414 07 


10 






37146 


13 


478 12 


37*91 
336 17 


13 

11 






406 70 


Stiolliurue 


. 418 .54 


10 


367 78 










1 ian 


6 


220 67 








St. Utiorge 




















237 15 


15 


564 68 













































Total 811.877 36 194 8T.13* 96 811.*61 11 196 87,247 81 
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ESSEX COUNTY. 
1897. 




1898. 




Towns. 

Bloomfleld 

Brighton 


5 p. c. 
tax. 
$ 89 25 
329 49 


No. Apporlion- 
sehools. ment. 

6 t220 67 
11 404 56 

1 36 78 

7 257 45 
9 331 00 

3 110 as 

3 110 34 
5 183 89 
3 110 33 
7 257 45 

3 110 3:^ 

4 147 11 
3 110 33 


5 p. c. 
tax. 

$ 79 69 

326 20 

34 17 

150 49 

192 94 

57 21 

62 79 

86 63 

46 37 

188 55 

49 84 

76 70 

56 47 


No. 
schools. 

6 
12 

2 

6 
11 

3 

3 

5 

3 

9 

4 

5 

3 

72 


Appor- 
tion't. 

$221 87 
443 74 


Brunswick 

Canaan 


34 58 
140 72 


73 96 
221 87 


Concord 

East Haven 

Granby 

Guildhall 

Lemingtou 

Lunenburg 

Maidstone , 

Norton 

Victory 


193 37 
60 19 

73 57 

87 78 

47 26 

188 29 

51 63 

74 75 
71 48 


406 76 
110 94 
110 94 
184 89 
110 94 
332 81 
147 91 
184 89 
110 94 


Total 


. . . $1,448 36 


65 $2,390 57 


$1,408 05 


$2,662 46 



FRANKLIN COUNTY. 

Bakerhfield t221 55 10 $367 78 $222 70 

Berkshire 365 26 12 441 33 358 95 

Enosburg 534 61 16 588 45 529 87 

Fairfax 329 13 13 478 12 329 01 

Fairfield 377 75 18 662 01 378 86 

Fletcher 139 17 7 257 45 138 95 

Franklin 295 11 11 404 56 295 84 

Georgia 285 14 10 367 78 283 68 

Highgate 323 99 11 404 56 332 27 

Montgomery 228 83 11 404 56 242 10 

Richford 310 55 12 441 33 306 66 

Sheldon 294 52 13 478 12 309 39 

City of St. Albans 1,737 35 

St. Albans 2,094 26 27 993 01 440 31 

Swanton 716 22 16 588 45 725 74 

Total t6,516 09 187 $6,877 51 $6,631 68 



10 


$369 79 


12 


443 74 


16 


591 66 


12 


443 75 


19 


702 69 


7 


268 85 


11 


406 76 


10 


369 79 


12 


443 74 


11 


406 77 


13 


480 72 


13 


480 72 


19 


702 69 


10 


369 79 


16 


591 66 



191 . $7,062 92 



GRAND ISLE COUNTY. 

Alburgh $255 18 9 $331 00 $249 69 

Grand Isle 118 95 6 220 67 117 60 

Isle La Motte 79 26 2 73 56 79 19 

North Hero 116 24 4 147 11 115 12 

South Hero 119 86 4 147 11 122 63 

Total $689 49 26 $919 45 $684 23 



8 


$295 83 


6 


221 87 


2 


73 96 


4 


147 91 


4 


147 92 



24 



$887 49 



LAMOILLE COUNTY. 

Belvidere $ 36 21 4 $147 11 

Cambridge 465 84 14 514 89 

Eden 26 39 8 294 22 

Elmore 106 39 8 294 22 

Hyde Park 320 88 13 478 11 

Johnson 267 20 11 404 69 

Morristown 556 42 18 662 00 

Stowe 416 52 18 662 01 

Waterville 78 61 5 183 89 

Wolcott 175 58 12 441 33 

Total j5J;S?,450 04 111 $4,082 37 



$ 39 91 


5 


$184 89 


461 32 


13 


480 72 


113 13 


9 


332 81 


102 62 


6 


221 87 


323 07 


14 


517 70 


261 82 


11 


406 77 


542 46 


18 


665 62 


393 53 


18 


666 62 


80 67 


6 


221 87 


173 22 


12 


443 74 



$2,491 75 112 
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ORANGE COUNTS 



1897. 



1898. 



Towns. 6 p. c. 

Braiford il467 16 

Braintree 166 42 

Brooklield 262 51 

Chelsea 224 06 

Coriuth 1H2 10 

Fairlee 107 94 

Newbury 729 56 

Orange 107 84 

Randolph 1,075 52 

Strafford 178 66 

Thetf ord 251 15 

Topsham 188 02 

TuubrJdge 209 69 

Vershire 120 02 

Washington 139 02 

West Fairlee 87 58 

Williarastown .... 287 90 

Total $4,785 14 



No. 


> 
Apportion- 


5p. c. 


No. 


Apportion- 


schools. 


ment. 


tax. schools. 


ment. 


8 


$294 23 


$469 69 


8 


$1295 83 


10 


367 78 


159 24 


9 


aS2 81 


12 


441 33 


258 97 


11 


40 76 


12 


441 33 


211 53 


11 


406 77 


13 


478 11 


181 16 


13 


480 72 


5 


183 89 


110 37 


4 


147 91 


17 


625 23 


716 47 


16 


591 66 


8 


294 23 


106 28 


9 


332 81 


17 


625 23 


1,060 99 


19 


702 59 


9 


331 00 


176 77 


9 


332 81 


9 


331 01 


250 06 


11 


406 76 


9 


331 01 


184 77 


10 


369 79 


10 


367 78 


210 76 


12 


443 74 


7 


257 45 


117 10 


7 


258 85 


7 


257 45 


136 23 


6 


221 87 


5 


183 89 


85 06 


6 


221 87 


15 


551 67 


284 77 


16 


591 66 



173 $6,362 62 $4,720 22 177 $6,545 21 



ORLEANS COLJNTY. 



Albany $19109 

Barton 517 09 

Brownington .... 151 86 

Charleston 197 48 

Coventry 193 03 

Craftsbury 236 48 

Derby 956 36 

Glover 220 94 

G reensboro 1 89 51 

Holland 148 92 

Irasburg 247 92 

Jay 67 48 

Lowell 146 29 

Morgan 95 43 

Newport 732 51 

Troy 305 11 

Weatfteld 106 04 

Wetmore 62 29 

Total $4,765 83 



12 


$441 33 


$190 32 


12 


$443 74 


16 


588 45 


519 71 


16 


591 66 


6 


220 67 


151 99 


6 


221 87 


10 


367 78 


202 27 


11 


406 76 


7 


257 45 


189 82 


8 


295 83 


12 


441 34 


237 85 


13 


480 72 


21 


772 34 


957 05 


23 


850 51 


10 


367 78 


221 90 


10 


369 79 


10 


367 78 


187 98 


10 


369 79 


8 


294 23 


149 39 


8 


295 83 


8 


294 23 


236 82 


8 


295 83 


5 


183 89 


66 88 


5 


184 89 


9 


331 00 


147 83 


8 


295 83 


4 


147 11 


95 58 


4 


147 91 


15 


551 67 


723 62 


17 


628 64 


12 


441 34 


305 45 


12 


443 74 


8 


294 23 


105 37 


8 


295 83 


4 


147 11 


62 88 


3 


110 94 



177 $6,509 73 $4,752 71 182 t6,730 11 



RUTLAND COUNTY. 



Benson $270 13 

Brandon 994 95 

Caatleton 441 56 

Chittenden 141 87 

Clarendon 314 24 

Dimby 244 90 

Fair Haven 594 70 

Hubbardton 165 58 

Ira a5 90 

Mendon 87 54 

Middletown Spa. 185 91 

Mount Hollv 196 08 

Mount Tabor 50 78 

Pawlet 438 27 



9 


$331 00 


$264 31 


9 


$332 81 


17 


625 23 


940 86 


15 


554 68 


12 


441 33 


431 41 


12 


443 74 


7 


257 45 


143 47 


7 


258 85 


8 


294 23 


303 22 


8 


295 83 


9 


331 00 


235 37 


9 


332 81 


14 


514 89 


591 39 


14 


517 70 


7 


257 45 


167 as 


6 


221 87 


3 


110 33 


87 93 


3 


110 94 


4 


147 11 


85 25 


5 


184 89 


4 


14? 11 


206 79 


3 


110 94 


10 


367 58 


196 28 


9 


332 81 


2 


73 76 


50 93 


2 


73 96 


13 


478 12 


444 74 


13 


480 r^ 
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RUTLAND COUNTY.— Ck)ntmued. 



1897. 

/■ — ————— 

Towns. 

Pittefield 

Pitfsford 

Poultney 

Prnclor 

Kiitland.. 

Sherl)unie 

Shrewsbury' 

Sudbury 

Tiutnouth 

Walliiip:f(»rd 

WellH.;. 

West Haveif 

VV'»»t Rutland — 
(Jity of Rutlaud. . 



1898. 



Barre 

Barre,City of 

Berlin 

Cabot 

Calais 

Dux bury 

East MoDtpelier. . 

Faystou 

Marshfield 

Middlesex 

Moutpelier 

Moretowii 

Nortbfield 

Plaiufteld 

Iloxbury 

Waitsfteld 

Warren 

Waterbury 

Woodbury 

Woreester 

Total 



r 

5 J), c. 


No. 


Apportiou- 


5 p. c. 


No. 


Apportion 


tax. schools 


ment. 


tax. 


schools. 


ment. 


$ 80 29 


3 


$110 34 


$ 81 30 


2 


$ 73 96 


593 82 


12 


441 33 


587 05 


12 


443 74 


604 52 


19 


698 78 


605 93 


18. 


665 62 


602 45 


10 


367 78 


710 39 


10 


369 79 


454 20 


10 


367 78 


438 12 


8 


295 83 


78 24 


5 


18;^ 89 


77 29 


5 


184 89 


228 40 


10 


367 78 


235 87 


11 


406 76 


143 30 


5 


183 89 


139 75 


5 


184 89 


122 66 


4 


147 11 


115 93 


4 


147 91 


579 30 


11 


404 59 


578 28 


11 


406 77 


140 48 


6 


220 67 


140 49 


6 


221 87 


141 41 


7 


257 45 


142 00 


7 


258 85 


868 98 


17 


625 23 


863 62 


16 


591 66 


4,293 18 


45 

283 


1,655 01 
$10,408 21 


4.275 40 


46 
276 


1,701 01 


Jf-LSJiiS 64 ; 


*13,041 25 
NTY. 


$10,206 10 


WASHINGTON COU 




$605 58 


16 


*588 45 


$602 64 


18 


$665 61 


1,266 76 


23 


845 89 


1,297 10 


26 


961 44 


542 21 


9 


331 00 


561 75 


9 


.332 81 


264 06 


10 


307 78 


264 28 


10 


369 79 


256 93 


10 


367 78 


250 23 


10 


369 79 


154 94 


8 


294 23 


153 11 


8 


295 83 


335 95 


10 


367 78 


325 80 


10 


369 79 


85 02 


7 


257 45 


86 46 


7 


258 85 


224 45 


9 


a^l 00 


226 15 


9 


332 81 


207 63 


9 


331 00 


210 74 


9 


a32 80 


1,888 64 


10 


367 78 


1,900 25 


10 


369 79 


233 33 


9 


aSl 00 


232 05 


10 


369 79 


561 83 


17 


625 23 


551 73 


17 


628 64 


197 00 


7 


257 45 


200 81 


5 


184 89 


142 02 


7 


257 45 


140 17 


7 


258 85 


244 31 


m 

i 


257 45 


243 14 




258 85 


166 34 


6 


220 67 


167 90 


6 


221 87 


626 53 


18 


662 01 


629 46 


17 


6-28 63 


120 28 


8 


294 23 


122 01 


8 


295 83 


130 84 


6 
206 


220 67 


122 66 

$8,288 44 


6 
209 


•221 87 


$8,254 65 ; 


$7,576 30 


*7,728 53 



WINDHAM COUNTY. 



Athens $ 46 74 

Brattleboro 2,471 84 

Brookline 41 76 

Dover 110 87 

Dummerston 208 54 

Grafton 176 13 

Guilford 190 50 

Halifax 106 46 

Jamaica 150 53 

Ijondonderry 222 73 

Marlboro 93 69 

Newfane 197 46 

Putney 276 40 

Rockingham 1,948 60 

Somerset 24 11 



3 


$110 as 


28 


1,029 79 


2 


73 56 


5 


183 89 


6 


220 67 


7 


257 45 


10 


367 78 


10 


367 78 


10 


367 78 


10 


367 78 


5 


183 89 


9 


asi 01 


8 


294 23 


29 


1,066 56 


1 


36 78 



$45 17 
2,446 91 

40 15 
109 82 
209 39 
174 05 
188 63 
105 03 
151 86 
217 93 

97 00 

191 21 

251 48 

1,957 51 

30 23 



2 

29 
2 
5 
7 
7 

10 
9 
8 

10 
5 
9 
8 

29 
1 



$ 73 96 

1,072 38 

73 95 

184 89 

258 85 

258 85 

369 79 

232 81 

295 83 

369 79 

184 89 

332 81 

295 83 

1,0?2 38 

86 98 
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WINDHAM COUNTY.— Continued 
1897. 

Towns. 5 p. c. No, Apportion- 5 p. c. 

tax. schools, ment. tjix. 

Stratton. *43 78 4 $147 11 $42 35 

Townshend 188 66 6 220 67 186 84 

Vernon 166 78 5 183 89 167 23 

Warc^boro 100 66 7 257 45 97 70 

Westminster 4;^ 68 9 331 00 407 98 

Whitmgham 193 32 10 3G7 78 196 31 

Wilmington 353 6l> 10 307 78 ?.:.2 81 

Windham 76 68 5 183 89 78 12 

Total $7,823 57 199 $7,318 85 $7,745 71 



1898. 



No. Apportion- 



sohools. 

4 

5 

5 

7 

9 
10 
11 

3 



ment. 
$147 91 
184 89 
184 89 
2."8 85 
;iS2 81 
369 79 
406 76 
110 94 



195 $7,210 83 



Andover $ riO 55 

Baltimore 17 96 

Barnard 176 02 

Bethel 486 10 

Bridgewatei 170 99 

Cavendish 359 84 

Chester 575 37 

Hartford 2,268 50 

Hartland 359 16 

Ludlow 449 91 

Norwich 261 13 

Plymouth 126 61 

Pomfret 204 70 

Reading 138 81 

Rochester 2S2 61 

Royalton 375 41 

Sharon 200 28 

Springfield 875 31 

Stockbridge 173 44 

Weatht-rsfield. . . 267 90 

We.-tou 163 21 

West Windsor. . 142 61 

Windsor 511 22 

Woodstock 1,416 77 

Total $9,084 41 



^IIS 


rOSOR COUNTY. 






6 


. $220 67 


$ 80 79 


7 


S258 85 


1 


36 78 


17 58 


1 


36 98 


10 


367 78 


172 95 


10 


369 79 


15 


561 67 


454 04 


15 


554 68 


10 


367 78 


167 37 


9 


332 81 


9 


331 00 . 


370 86 


10 


369 79 


13 


478 12 


559 26 


12 


443 74 


27 


993 01 


1,2411,87 


25 


924 46 


14 


514 89 


361 01 


13 


480 72 


11 


404 56 


446 69 


10 


369 79 


13 


478 12 


258 47 


11 


406 76 


7 


257 45 


127 74 


7 


258 85 


8 


294 23 


206H69 
135i:00 


8 


295 83 


5 


183 89 


4 


147 91 


11 


404 56 


293 06 


11 


406 76 


13 


478 12 


369;61 


14 


517 70 


10 


307 78 


193 '45 


8 


295 83 


19 


698 78 


843 56 


21 


776 55 


9 


331 00 


172 37 


9 


332 81 


10 


367 78 


267 03 


10 


369 79 


8 


294 23 


153 15 


8 


295 83 


6 


220 67 


141 03 


6 


221 87 


9 


331 00 


526 50 


9 


332 81 


16 


588 45 


1.424 80 


14 


517 70 



260 



,562 32 $8,984 87 252 $9,318 61 



UNORGANIZED TOWNS AND GORES. 



Names. Grand List 

1896. 

Averill $530 93 

♦Avery's and Buell's Gore. . . 118 68 

tAvery's Gore 270 00 

J Avery's Gore 260 60 

Ferdinand 570 21 

Lewis 704 34 

Warner's Grant 45 00 

Warren's Gore 131 25 

Total $2,631 01 



. 5 per Grand List 
'g cent tax 

^ $26 55 



O 
U 

'o 

o 



5 93 
13 50 
13 03 
28 51 
35 22 

2 55 

6 56 



1897. 
$500 62 
110 96 
270 00 
146 6.*^ 

572 52 ^ 

o 
o 



610 35 

45 00 

131 25 



^3 

o 

u 



;zi $131 55 $2,387 a5 



O 



5 per 

cent tax. 

$25 03 

5 55 
13 50 

7 34 
28 62 
30 52 

2 25 

6 56 



$119 37 



♦Chittenden County. 
fEssex County. 
IFranklin County. 
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RECAPITULATION BY COUNTIES. 

1897. 

Tax Paid. 

Addison $6,227 62 

BeuniDgton 4,664 69 

Caledonia 6,986 27 

Chittenden 11,377 36 

Essex 1,448 36 

Franlcliu 6,616 09 

Grandlsle 689 49 

Lamoille 2,460 04 

Orange 4,786 14 

Orleans 4,765 83 

Rutland 13,143 64 

Washington 8,264 65 

Windham 7,823 57 

Windsor 9,084 41 

Gores, etc , 13166 

Total $87,348 61 

Total State School tax for 1897 87,348 61 

Deduct to correct error in report of Orange for 1896— three 

schools $110 60 

Deduct to correct error in report of Washington for 1896— 

two schools 73 74 

Deduct to correct error in report of Norton for 1896 — one 

school 36 87 



No. 


Apportion 


schools. 


ment. 


176 


$6,472 95 


138 


5,075 38 


176 


6,436 18 


194 


7,134 96 


66 


2,390 67 


187 


6,877 61 


26 


919 46 


HI 


4,082 37 


173 


6,362 62 


177 


6,509 73 


283 


10,408 21 


206 


7,576 30 


199 


7,318 85 


260 

• • • 


9,562 32 

• • • • • 


2,369 


$87,127 40 



22121 



Amount distributed 1897 $87,127 40 

Total number of legal schools maintained in the State for 1897, 2,369. 
Amount of tax apportioned to each, $36.77815. 

1898. 



Addison 

Bennington 
Caledonia . . , 
Chittenden . 

Essex , 

Franklin 

Grand Isle . , 

Lamoille 

Orange 

Orleans 

Rutland 

Washington 
Windham..., 

Windsor 

Gores, etc.. . 



Tax Paid. 


No. 
schools. 


Apportion 
ment. 


$6,189 01 


163 


$6,027 61 


4,727 94 


136 


5,029 09 


6,949 24 


173 


6,397 30 


11,461 11 


196 


7,247 81 


1,408 06 


72 


2,662 46 


6,631 68 


191 


7,062 92 


684 23 


24 


887 49 


2,491 75 


112 


4,141 61 


4,720 22 


177 


6,545 21 


4,762 71 


182 


6,730 11 


13,041 26 


276 


10.206 10 


8,288 44 


209 


7,728 63 


7,745 71 


196 


7,210 83 


8,984 87 


252 


9,318 61 


119 37 


• • • • 





Total $87,196 68 2,358 $87,196 68 

Total State School tax for 1898, distributed $87,196 58. 
Total number of legal schools maintained in the State for 1898, 2,368, 
Amount of tax apportioned to each, $36.97861. 
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INDEX. 



Academy Statistics 370 

Addison Count y Report of Examiner 49 

Statistics, 1898 168 

Alger, John L., Examiner 52 

Allen, John E., *' 60 

Andrews, G. A., ** 71 

Association Tea(jht»rs, Report 98 

Beebe, Examiner, W. A 69 

Bennington County, Report of Examiner ! 52 

*' Statistics, 1898 182 

Boyce, Thos. E., Examiner 49 

Caledonia County, Report of Examiner 55 

Statistics, 1898 198 

Change, Legislative 45 

Changes recommended 45 

Chittenden County. Report of Examiner 60 

Statistics, 1898 214 

Common School Studies 24 

Comparative Cost of S(;liools 110 

Conant, Prin., Edward, Rei)ort of Randolpli Normal Sc^hool 92 

Cost of Supervision 16 

** *' Schools. 36 

Dale, Porter 11., Examiner 62 

Division of Public Monev 39. 373 

Dunton, Rev. C. H., D. D,, Examiner 76 

Essex ( 'ounty. Report of Examiner 62. 63 

Statistics, 1898.. . . • 23() 

Examiners 32 

Examinees' Reports 49 

Expenses 36, 110 

Exi>ert Supervision 6 

Five per <;ent StaU-i School ''"'^ \ 39 

Franklin County, Report of Examiner 67 

Statistics, 1898 230 

Graded School Districts 43 

*' " " Incorporated, Statistics 44,128 

Problem 28 

Grand Isle County. Rei)ort of Examiner 68 

'* ** ** Statistics, 1898 248 

High School Statisti(}s 368 

Incorporated Graded School Districts 39 

" '* " Statistics 44,128 

Institutes 86 

Lamoille County, Report of Examiners 69 

** Statistics, 1898 248 

Laws 45 
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Leavenworth, Prin., P. R. Castleton Normal 86 

Marvin, Mrs. H. W., Examiner 68 

Mathewson, O. D., Examiner 78 

Mental Arithmetic. ...: 27 

Normal Schools 13 

" " Report, Castleton 86 

'* " ** Johnson 89 

Randolph ; 92 

Orange County, Report of Examiner 70 

Statistics, 1898 264 

Orleans County, Report of Examiner 71 

" ** Statistics, 1898 280 

Prichard, Fred E., Examiner 70 

Ranger, Prin. W. E., Johnson Normal 89 

Reading 27 

Recommendation of Changes 46 

Results of Town System 36 

Report, Examiners 49 

Normal Schools 86 

School, Castleton 86 

'* " *' Johnson 89 

*' " ** Randolph 92 

*' of State Superintendent 5 

*' '* Teachers' Association 99 

Rustedt, H. E., Examiner 67 

Rutland County, Report of Examiner 76 

'' ■ ** Statistics, 1898 296 

Ryder, H. D., Examiner 80 

Rural School Problem 28 

Teachers Salaries 19 

School Funds 37 

School Legislation 45 

School Houses 36 

Skilled Supervision 6, 71 

Small Schools 19 

State Superintendent's Report 6 

Cost of Schools 36 

** '* Supervision 16 

Course of Study , 24 

Division of Public Money 39 

Equipment of School Houses ^ 20 

Examinations 31, 49 

Graded School Problem ". 28 

Improvement in School Houses 36 

Institutes 35 

Normal Schools 13, 86 

Recommendations 45 

Rural School Problem .' 28 

School Funds 36, 37 

School Houses and Repairs 36 

Skilled Supervision 6, 91 

Small Schools 19 

Statistics 110 
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Summer Schools 35 

Supervision 6, 11 

Teachers 12, 15 

Ungraded School Problem 28 

Statistics 

Academies and Seminaries 370 

By CJounties, 1897 132 

1898 150 

By Towns, 1898 168 

Comparative Cost of Schools 110 

Comparison of Statistics 119 

Division of five cent tax 39, 372 

Examination of teachers 32, 49 

High Schools 368 

Incorporated Graded Schools 44, 128 

Institutes 35 

Summer Schools 35 

State Teachers' Association 98 

Superintendent's Report (see State Superintendent's Report) 5 

Superintendents, Town 11 

Supervision .' 6, 11 

Tabulation , 

Taylor, Examiner, W. H 55 

Teachers 12, 15 

Town Supervision 11 

Ungraded Schools 28 

Waste . . 19 

Washington County, Report of Examiner 78 

Statistics, 1898 314 

Whitehill, E. H., Examiner 84 

Windham County, Report of Examiner 80 

** Statistics, 1898 330 

Windsor County, Report of Examiner 84 

" ** Statistics, 1898 348 

Wright, E W., Examiner 63 



